The Blind Man, the Leper, and the Bald Man: Lessons in Gratitude and Tawheed

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.
All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and his companions.

The hadith of the blind man, the leper, and the bald man is a profound narration found in
Kitab At-Tawheed by Shayk Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab (May Allah Have Mercy on him)
This hadith, supported by Qur'anic references, emphasizes the importance of gratitude,
ascribing blessings to Allah, and acknowledging His ultimate authority over all things.

The Qur'an describes human nature regarding blessings and hardships:

Gode (8 igsl Gy 6 G Kz S5 131 F 683 30 Ol Gt 138)

When harm touches man, he calls to Us (for help); then when We have changed it into a"
favor from Us, he says: 'Only because of knowledge (that | possess) | obtained it

(Surah Az-Zumar: 49)

This verse highlights a common human trait: during adversity, individuals turn to Allah, but
once relief comes, they attribute success to their knowledge or efforts, neglecting the favor
of Allah. Such ingratitude reflects a deficiency in Tawheed and improper manners towards
Allah.

<
ov £

ol & 3 A SEl5 ol &y

:f”c‘“ dj'é NERH g:e‘a u-'\;’j ‘U"“"’ .\.1:-3 d}j JU ?JJ‘ &.«?\ £l &5‘ d\.ﬁ} dpf,‘ﬂ\ ‘5,\9 ‘&12 ;"@:j\ & )

s SR 3\ Yl :J6 edl) & Es J\.d L 106 es sy es 63 G!a.a\j RO XU

s ¢ 3 @uwgﬂm\_&)u U s B0 bl - S
J\é Ak ’;E.G‘j A “-\5 (Arinsd < dou\ d}.&é.ﬂu‘g&

-

Laliy G b 1B sakd) Ls 9:;4“0153 :J
E,L:m;}mj s 6 ealdy L Juh &b

-

o
o\

| o 3y & Ju?w\w\;ws‘ b 2 b gs A S s Suls BE b - S

£
- -

//

256 1) S ;,,.!au (,;;J\ :J6 sakl) Esf Jud B 06 sa o) A 3 dsesd 01 il (s



ARy dyge 3 epdt m; o) G 13 10 RN G 215 1Ty (Y1 e 215 108 O (s W35 01
et O3 BabT (ol SUTT (B F Ay Y agd d EO OB sk & JEB o Sakaln BB (S g
o B Gopd (51T (S RT I8 QU 58 e QU s hu 8 e Jst s Wiy adh g

-
5
(-

S EAY S5 B u )l dpad g eEY) S R Judi s Edyg Gy - el Sksh
S Gl BTG ) D B5ed (638 EE U (s 5 G e e 355 0 J6 G e d JUB adtihg arjgle
LTy F By Y Axh L ES N6 ghn & QR (g el (o 15 (S 145 10U aag sl O
B (Ein U £y (L U 155 e ) D 35 (ST R e s el B i e 3 el

"o Jo b (B D Gy B Qi G (SN Bl W 5T ooy agd SUgsTY

The tale of three a leper, a bald man, and a blind man

Narrated Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him):

"I heard Allah's Messenger (£%) saying: "Allah willed to test three (people) from the children of
Israel who were a Leper, a blind man, and a bald-headed man. So, he sent them an angel who
came to the leper and said, 'What thing do you like most? He replied, 'Good color and good skin,
for the people have a strong aversion to me.' The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and
he was given a good color and beautiful skin. The angel asked him, 'What kind of property do you
like best?' He replied, 'Camels (or cows).'

(The narrator is in doubt, for either the leper or the bald-headed man demanded camels and the
other demanded cows). So he (i.e. the leper) was given a pregnant she-camel, and the angel said
(to him), 'May Allah bless you in it.' The angel then went to the bald-headed man and said, 'What
thing do you like most?' He said, 'l like good hair and wish to be cured of this disease, for the
people feel repulsion for me.' The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he was given
good hair. The angel asked (him), "What kind of property do you like best?' He replied, 'Cows,'
The angel gave him a pregnant cow and said, 'May Allah bless you in it." The angel went to the
blind man and asked, "What thing do you like best? He said, '(I like) that Allah may restore my
eye-sight to me so that I may see the people.' The angel touched his eyes and Allah gave him back
his eye-sight. The angel asked him, 'What kind of property do you like best? He replied, 'Sheep.'
The angel gave him a pregnant sheep. Afterward, all three pregnant animals gave birth to young
ones and multiplied and brought forth so much that one of the (three) men had a herd of camels
filling a valley, one had a herd of cows filling a valley, and one had a flock of sheep filling a valley.

Then the angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a leper, went to the leper and said, I am
a poor man, who has lost all means of livelihood while on a journey. So none will satisfy my need
except Allah and then you. In the Name of Him Who has given you such nice color and beautiful
skin, and so much property, I ask you to give me a camel so that I may reach my destination. The
man replied, 'l have many obligations (so I cannot give you).' The angel said, 'I think I know you;
were you not a leper to whom the people had a strong aversion? Weren't you a poor man, and then
Allah gave you (all this property).' He replied, '(This is all wrong), I got this property through
inheritance from my forefathers.'



The angel said, 'If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before. ' Then the
angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a bald man, went to the bald man and said to him
the same as he told the first one, and he too answered the same as the first one did. The angel said,
'If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before.' The angel, disguised in the
shape of a blind man, went to the blind man and said, 'l am a poor man and a traveler, whose
means of livelthood have been exhausted while on a journey. I have nobody to help me except
Allah, and after Him, you yourself.

I ask you in the Name of Him Who has given you back your eye-sight to give me a sheep, so that
with its help, I may complete my journey.' The man said, 'No doubt, I was blind and Allah gave
me back my eye-sight; I was poor and Allah made me rich; so take anything you wish from my
property. By Allah, I will not stop you from taking anything (you need) of my property which you
may take for Allah's sake.' The angel replied, 'Keep your property with you. You (i.e. the three
men) have been tested, and Allah is pleased with you and is angry with your two companions."

(Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 3464)

Key Lessons from the Hadith

1. Gratitude to Allah
Gratitude is a cornerstone of Tawheed. The blind man exemplified true gratitude by
acknowledging Allah’s blessings and using them in a manner pleasing to Him. The Qur'an
empha§izes:
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"If you are grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor]."
(Surah Ibrahim: 7)

2. Ascribing Blessings to Allah Alone
The arrogant denial by the leper and bald man reflects a deficiency in Tawheed.
Attributing blessings to oneself, rather than to Allah, is both a sin and bad manners. Allah
says:
1 o8 a8 2 o8 Lig}
"And whatever of blessings and good things you have, it is from Allah."
(Surah An-Nahl: 53)

3. Wealth as a Test
Blessings, such as health and wealth, are trials. Allah tests His servants to see their
response:
{osmes iy s i 72y Silg)
"And We shall make a trial of you with evil and with good. And to Us, you will be
returned."
(Surah Al-Anbiya: 35)

4. Acknowledgment Brings Allah’s Pleasure
Simple acts of acknowledgment, such as saying Alhamdulillah, can bring immense
reward. The Prophet &£ said:
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"Allah is pleased with a servant who eats something and praises Him for it, or drinks
something and praises Him for it."

(Sahih Muslim, Hadith 2734)

Conclusion

This story teaches us profound lessons about gratitude, reliance on Allah, and the trials of
blessings. It is a reminder that all good comes from Allah, and acknowledging this is a
fundamental aspect of Tawheed.

May Allah grant us the ability to recognize His favors, show gratitude, and use His blessings in
ways that please Him. Ameen.
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"And peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and companions.”



