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AL—KUTTAB AS- SALAFI

CULTIVATION UPON THE WAY OF AS-SALAF AS-SALIH



IN THE NAME OF ALLAH,
THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST MERCIFUL.
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[ ask Allah, the Most Generous, the Lord of the Mighty Throne, to take care of you in

this world and the Hereafter, and to make you blessed wherever you may be.
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And I ask Him to make you among those who, when granted something, show
gratitude; when tested, are patient; and when they sin, seek forgiveness, for indeed, these

three are the signs of true happiness.
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Know — may Allah guide you to obey Him — that Al-Haniffiyyah, the Religion of
IbrahTm (Abraham), is to worship Allah Alone, making the Religion sincerely for Him.
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And Allah commanded all mankind with this and created them for it, as He, the Most
High, said: “And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they
should worship Me (Alone).” [S(rah Adh-Dhariyat, 51:56]

el aa V) B 22 Y Bl T WS gl aa V) Bl 20 Y Esld O A6 st Bldls dl O 2z 155

So, when you come to know that Allah created you for His worship, then know that
worship is not called worship unless it is accompanied by Tawh1d (singling out Allah in

worship), just as the Salah 1s not called Salah unless it is accompanied by Purification.

A drtos 195aa OF 5aspaall 08 G < I J6 WS i o 55 15 LA (Ban Bkl b B s g
§osNE 3b B 35 adusl Els Gyl KTy wgudl B suels

So, if Shirk (associating partners with Allah) enters into worship, it corrupts it, just like
impurity invalidates Purification. As Allah, the Most High, said: “It is not for the
Mushrikin (polytheists) to maintain the masajid of Allah while they witness
against themselves disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in Fire shall they
abide forever.” [SUrah At-Tawbah, 9:17]
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So, when you realize that if Shirk (associating partners with Allah) mixes with worship, it
corrupts it, nullifies the deeds, and the one who commits it will be among those who
will abide in the Hellfire forever, then you now know that the most important matter
upon you is to learn about this, so that Allah may save you from this trap, which is
committing Shirk with Allah which Allah said about: “Verily! Allah forgives not (the
sin of) setting up partners in worship with Him, but He forgives sins other than
that for whom He wills.” [An-Nisa’ 4:48].
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This is achieved by knowing Four Principles that Allah, the Most High, mentioned in
His Book.
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLE
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To know that the disbelievers whom the Messenger of Allah € fought affirmed that
Allah is the Creator, the Provider, and the One Who manages all aftairs. Yet, this

acknowledgment did not enter them into Islam.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah the Most High: “Say: “Who provides for you
from the sky and from the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who
brings out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living?
And who disposes the affairs?’ They will say: ‘Allah.’ Say: “Will you not then be

afraid of Allah’s punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Allah)?
[SGrah YQnus, 10:31]

NN



AL sac L
THE SECOND PRINCIPLE
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That they (the polytheists) used to say: “We do not call upon them nor turn towards

them in devotion except to seek nearness (to Allah) and intercession.”
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The evidence regarding seeking nearness is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
those who take Awliya’ (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): “We worship
them only that they may bring us near to Allah.”” [SOrah Az-Zumar, 39:3]
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And the evidence regarding intercession is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they
say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’” [SOrah Y0Onus, 10:18]

Intercession is of two types: a denied intercession and an aftirmed intercession.
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The denied intercession 1s the one that is sought from other than Allah regarding matters

that none can fulfill except Allah.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “O you who believe! Spend
of that with which We have provided you before a Day comes when there will
be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers
who are the wrongdoers.” [SUrah Al-Bagarah, 2:254]
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The aftirmed intercession is the intercession that is sought from Allah Alone.
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The intercessor 1s honored by Allah to intercede.
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And the one interceded for is the person whose speech and deeds Allah is pleased with,
and this happens only after Allah’s Permission, as Allah, the Most High, said: “Who is

he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission?” [SOrah Al-Baqarah,
2:255]
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THE THIRD PRINCIPLE
Is that the Prophet €& came to people who were diverse in their objects of worship:
Among them were those who worshipped the sun and the moon.
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Among them were those who worshipped the angels.
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Among them were those who worshipped the prophets and the righteous people.
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Among them were those who worshipped trees and stones.
The Messenger of Allah £¢ fought them all and did not difterentiate between them.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And fight them until there is

no more Fitnah (disbelief and Shirk) and the Religion (worship) will all be for
Allah Alone.” [SGrah Al-Anfal, 8:39]
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The evidence for the sun and the moon is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
from among His Signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon.
Prostrate not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created

them, if it is Him whom you truly worship.” [SOrah Fussilat, 41:37]
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The evidence for the sun and the moon is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Nor
would he order you to take angels and Prophets for lords (gods).” [Shrah Ali
Imran, 3: 80]
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The evidence for the Prophets is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
(remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): ‘O ‘Isa (Jesus),

son of Maryam (Mary)! Did you say unto men: “Worship me and my mother as
two gods besides Allah?” [STrah Al-Ma’idah, 5:116]
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The evidence for the righteous is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Those whom
they call upon (like Jesus, Ezra, angels, etc.) desire (for themselves) means of
access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of them should be the nearest, and they
hope for His Mercy and fear His Torment.” [SQrah Al-Isra’, 17: 57]
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The evidence for the trees and stones is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Have

you then considered Al-Lat and Al-‘Uzza. And Manat, the other third?” [S(rah
An-Najm, 53: 19-20]
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THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE
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Indeed, the polytheists of our time are more severe in their Shirk than the earlier ones,
because the earlier polytheists would commit Shirk during times of ease but sincerely
dedicate their worship to Allah alone during times of hardship. However, the polytheists

of our time commit Shirk continuously, in both times of ease and hardship.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “So when they embark on a
ship, they invoke Allah, making their worship purely for Him; but when He
brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others.”
[SCrah Al-‘Ankab(t, 29:65]
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And Allah knows best.
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Q&A ON THE AUTHORS INTRODUCTION
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Q1: What did the author begin his treatise with?
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A: He began with supplicating to Allah to protect the reader in this life and the
Hereafter, to make him blessed wherever he is, and to grant him gratitude in times of
bounty, patience in times of trial, and seeking forgiveness when sinning. These three are

the embodiment of true happiness.
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Q2: What does the author intend by saying: “I ask Allah, the Most Generous, the Lord
of the Mighty Throne™?
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A: He intends, may Allah have mercy on him, at-Tawassul (to seek a means of nearness
to Allah) through calling on Allah with His Names and Attributes: “the Most
Generous” and “the Lord of the Mighty Throne.” It is among the most beneficial forms

of at-Tawassul.
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Q3: What does it mean that Allah takes charge of His servant?
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A: It means He grants him success, guidance, and protection, brings him out of darkness

into light, and appoints the righteous — angels and believers — as his allies.
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Q4: What are the three circumstances that are the sign of happiness?

A: } i
1.Showing gratitude when granted blessings. A st )
2.Showing patience when afflicted with trials. e Ty 2
3.Seeking forgiveness when committing sins. Al g 3
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Q5: What is the reality of Gratitude?

A: Gratitude is established on three pillars: o1 Y6 e gy KA o
1. That heart acknowledging the blessing. Eret ) UL:J\ Sl 1
2. The tongue praising the Giver of Blessing. Tl Je ol 2182
3. Using the blessing in obedience to Allah. 415‘\' el & assf jw‘\’ 3
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Q6: What is the reality of patience during trials?
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A: Patience is restraining the heart from despair and ill thoughts about Allah, restraining

the tongue from complaints, and restraining the limbs from forbidden actions.
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Q7: What evidence shows the virtue of patience?
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A: The statement of Allah: “And Allah loves the patient ones.” [Aal ‘Imraan: 155].
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And the statement of the Prophet £%: “No one has been given a gift better and

more comprehensive than patience.” Agreed upon.



Q8: What 1s the reality of Beneficial Istighfar (Seeking Forgiveness)?
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A: It is when the heart and tongue are in agreement: the heart regrets the sin and resolves

not to return, and the tongue asks Allah for forgiveness.
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Q9: What is the evidence for the virtue of seeking forgiveness and repentance?

ot JT) AT ) G BT 580 055 aarsil 13 AT 1988 gl il 51 K26 T 13y sy I 4 o
{Wo

A: The statement of Allah: “And those who, when they commit an indecency or
wrong themselves, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins — and

none can forgive sins except Allah.” [Al-‘Imran: 135].
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And the statement of Allah: “Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in
repentance and loves those who purify themselves (by taking a bath and

cleaning and washing thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for their prayers).”
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Q10: What is the result of adhering to these three (gratitude, patience, seeking

forgiveness)?
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A: Whoever combines them has attained the true happiness in this life and the Hereafter,

and will be among the blessed who are granted Paradise and Allah’s mercy.
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Q&A ON AL-HANIFIYYAH, THE RELIGION OF IBRAHIM

1

Ell

L6 Ly ¢as ) AT A0S HEREA AR N

Q1: What did the author mean by saying, “Know—may Allah direct you to obey
Him”? And what is the benefit of that?
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A: It is a reminder that what follows is of great importance, where speculation is of no
use but rather certain knowledge is required. It also contains a supplication for the
student for guidance, reflecting the author’s mercy towards the students of knowledge,

his sincere advice for themm and that he intends good for them.
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Q2: What is the meaning of al-HanTfiyyah?
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A: Al-Hanffiyyah is the Religion of Ibrahim (peace be upon him), and it means to

worship Allah alone with sincere devotion.
Cddesdly dis Ly «cansdly G36 GoY
Q6: What does “Hanif” mean, and what is the reality of “Hanifiyyah”?
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A: Hanif: one who inclines from falsehood to truth, from shirk to Tawhid, and the
reality of Hanifiyyah: turning wholly to Allah alone in compliance, and away from all
else. So the Hanif is the one who is devoted entirely to Allah alone, turning away from

everything else.
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And the narration of Abu Waqid al-Laythi (may Allah be pleased with him) when he
said: “We went out with the Messenger of Allah £ to Hunayn when we had recently
lett disbeliet. The polytheists had a lote-tree to which they used to devote themselves and
hang their weapons on; it was called Dhat Anwat.

@l a2 it g ST g B s 0w o s 20 ks Ll s e 1 O gl 5, G
RTS8 B S ey

We passed by a lote-tree and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! Make for us a Dhat Anwat as
they have a Dhat Anwat.” The Messenger of Allah €% said: ‘Allahu Akbar! By Him in
Whose Hand is my soul, you have said just as the Children of Israel said to
Misa: {Make for us a god just as they have gods}.”” (Reported by at-Tirmidhr;
authenticated by al-Albanr)
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Q7: Who 1s Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and what is his status?
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A: He is the intimate friend of Allah, the leader of the monotheists, and the father of the
prophets. Allah described him as an “ummah, devoutly obedient, upright” [An-Nahl:
120] and made him an excellent example [Al-Mumtahanah: 4].
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Q8: What were the great stances of Ibrahim in Tawh1d?
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A: He declared disavowal from shirk and its people [Az-Zukhruf: 26-27], endured

immense trials (being thrown into the fire, commanded to sacrifice his son), and Allah

commanded our Prophet and this Ummah to follow his Religion [An-Nahl: 123].
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Q9: What is the reality of the Religion of Ibrahim?
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A: Tt is pure Tawhid: that the heart and limbs be devoted to Allah alone in love, fear,
and hope, and that all acts of worship (supplication, vows, sacrifice, etc.) be exclusively
for Him, along with loyalty to Allah and His allies, and disavowal from shirk and its
people.
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Q10: Is al-Hanifiyyah (Pure Monotheism) something exclusive to Prophet Ibrahim («ls
(B’LMJ\)?
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A: No. Indeed, al-Hanlfiyyah is the Religion of all the Prophets (pLly slall weis).

However, it was specifically attributed to IbrahTm for three reasons:
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1) The Arabs used to trace their lineage to Ibrahim, and they claimed that they were
upon his Religion. So the Qur’an addressed them as a form of establishing the proof
against them: If you truly claim to follow Ibrahim, then be like him — pure monotheists

(Hunafa’), not idolaters.
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2) Allah appointed Ibrahim as an Imam (leader) to be followed by those who came after
him, unlike others. No one before him was made an Imam to be followed in Tawhid
the way Ibrahim was. Allgh said: “Indeed, I will make you an Imam for the
people.” [Al-Bagarah 2:124]
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3) Ibrahim (;5udi 4le) reached the highest degree in actualizing Tawhid, and no one
attained this rank except Muhammad €. Therefore, they are the two Imams of the
Monotheists:

¢ [brahim — Imam of the earlier generations.

e Muhammad €& — Imam of the later generations.
And because Ibrahim is the Prophet’s forefather by lineage, attributing the term

HanTtfiyyah to him is more fitting and evident.
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Q11: What is the purpose for which the jinn and mankind were created?
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A: They were created to worship Allah alone; The Most High said, “I did not create
the jinn and mankind except to worship Me (alone).” [Adh-Dhariyat: 56|
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Q12: When 1s an act worship truly called “worship™?
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A: Only when accompanied by TawhTd. If shirk enters it, it becomes invalid.
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Q13: Mention the example that explains this Principle?
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A: Just as prayer is invalid without purification, and is nullified by the hadath, likewise
worship is only valid with Tawhid and is nullified by shirk.
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Q14: Does sincerity in one act benefit someone who commits shirk in another?
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A: No. Worship is only considered worship when Tawhid covers all acts; mixing shirk

in any part ruins what was done sincerely and thus will not benefit.
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Q15: Mention the two conditions for an act to be accepted with the evidence?
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A: Sincerity for Allah and Following the Messenger €%; the Most High said, “So
whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and

associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.”
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Q16: Why is shirk the greatest sin? (Three reasons)

id
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A
(1) It violates Allah’s exclusive right by giving worship to others.
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(2) It opposes the very purpose of creation, for indeed we were created for Tawhid.
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(3) It is a gross injustice by equating the created being deficient in every aspect, needy by
his very essence in every way with the Creator of everything, perfect in every aspect,
rich by Himself free of need from all of His creation. “Verily joining others in

worship with Allah is a great Zalm (injustice) indeed.” [Lugman: 13]
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Q17: What are the three major consequences of shirk?
| Z G, q & C
LA roled] €355 e SIS Db s k5 4 3553 OF 5ak ¥ AT Opb cogall B w5 Y B Y AT ()
A:
(1) It is unforgivable except through repentance before death: “Verily! Allah forgives
not (the sin of) setting up partners in worship with Him, but He forgives sins
other than that for whom He wills.” [An-Nisa’ 4:48].
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(2) Nullification of deeds: “If you join others in worship with Allah (shirk), surely
(all) your deeds will be in vain.” [Az-Zumar 39:65] “But if they had joined in
worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have been of no
benefit to them.” [Al-An‘am: 88; An-Nur: 39].
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(3) Abiding in the Hellfire eternily, for those who die upon it.
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Q18: The obligation of learning Tawhid is clear, but why is it an obligation to study
shirk?
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A: Because ignorance of shirk is from the greatest means that lead to falling into it; it is

the greatest disease destroying the Faith and the deeds.

L =
Q19: Is Tawhd difficult?
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A: It is simple for whom Allah makes it easy: directing all acts of worship—du‘a’, fear,

love, vows, sacrifice etc. to Allah alone, without attaching the heart to creation.
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Q20: What happens if Shirk enters into worship?
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A: It corrupts it, nullifies the deed, and makes its doer among those who will abide in the

Fire forever.

?ifégizw//°‘\é;;,>}.;u@;§‘u:vxw

Q21: What is the greatest matter a Muslim must know?
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A: To know Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism) and adhere to it, and to know Shirk
(polytheism) and avoid it.
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Q22: What did the author compare Shirk to?
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A: He compared it to a net in which prey falls and hardly escapes, with destruction being
the likely outcome.
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Q23: Why i1s Shirk a grave trap?

OUHNIIS 3 Bl B g 58 el 4 g ) Gk 8N o

A: Because it leads to destruction, and it has many means and pathways, especially in our

time.
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Q24: What are the main means of spreading Shirk in our time?
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A: Media and social networks that spread trials and doubts, beautify Shirk, and present it

as if it were something good.
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Q25: Has Allah clarified for His servants what He warns them against?
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A: Yes, Allah has not warned against anything except that He has made it clear in His
Book and in the Sunnah of His Messenger £&.
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Q26: How is Tawh1d made clear and Shirk made clear?
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A: By seeking knowledge of the Religion and reflecting upon the Qur’an and Sunnah

sincerely, seeking the truth.
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Q27: What has Allah promised those who strive in search for the truth?
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A: That He will guide him to His paths, as Allah said: “As for those who strive hard

in Us (Our Cause), We will surely guide them to Our Paths. And verily, Allah is
with the Muhsinlin (good-doers).” [SOrah Al-"Ankab(t, 29:69]
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Q28: How does one renew TawhTd after falling into shirk?
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A: Through sincere repentance—regret, ceasing, firm resolve—plus rectifying the creed

and singling Allah out alone in all worship.

13



Q29: What is the True Life?
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A: Tt is the life of the heart and soul through Tawhid and Following the Messenger €.

As for the life of the body alone, then it is shared with the animals, but true life is only

with Faith, and the Evidence is His statement the Most High: “O you who believe!

Respond to Allah and His Messenger when he calls you to that which gives you

life.” [Al-Anfal: 24].

Q30: Mention some of the extracted benefits?
A:
1. The obligation of certain knowledge of TawhTid.
2.Man’s constant need for Allah’s guidance.
3.Ibrahim (peace be upon him) is the role model
of the Monotheists.
4. His Religion 1is sincerely worshipping Allah
alone and disavowal of shirk.
5. The purpose of creation: to worship Allah alone.
6. True life: the life of the heart with Tawhid.

WRAHN
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Q&A - THE FIRST PRINCIPLE
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Q1: What did the polytheists whom the Prophet €& fought believe?
g g AN Endl) ¢ S B (S 6 3L oy fs e

A: They acknowledged that Allah is the Creator, Provider, Giver of life and death, and
Controller of all affairs.

ey o sals3f J P N (RRER TR
Q2: Did this acknowledgment of Allah’s Lordship enter them into Islam?
ot s N s 9 3
A: No, it did not enter them into Islam; they remained polytheists.
T b & R L L

Q3: Why were they still disbelievers despite aftirming Allah’s Lordship?

2
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A: Because they did not establish the Tawhid of worship; they worshipped others along
with Allah.

el 3 Hskam 108 G G e
Q4: What did they believe about their idols?

(3555 BAS GTY e 2@ Tt chab G55 158

A: They considered them intercessors to bring them closer to Allah, not that they create
or provide anything.

16
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Q5: What is the correct meaning of “Lg ilgha illa Allah™?
A e Y e Y Al Y] s s Y st

A: Its true meaning is: “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah,” not merely

“there 1s no creator except Allah.”
fad & 55 on s A5G
Q6: What is the First Commandment and the First Prohibition in the Qur’an?
Vsl 4485 19kt g g < Al gt
A: The First Commandment is: “O mankind! Worship your Lord” [Al-Baqarah: 21].
[vv :5,20] 41314 4 A glazs Yol - ' Jgfs
The First Prohibition is: “So, set not up rivals with Allah” [Al-Baqgarah: 22].
¢ I3 el o A Ui 1
Q7: What 1s the summary of the First Principle?
Sl O3 8335 33Lally 83153 Lxd s 6& NP Ly 3 i

A: Acknowledging the Lordship of Allah is not sufficient; rather one must single Him

out alone for all acts of worship with no partners whatsoever.

M AHN
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THE SECOND PRINCIPLE
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That they (the polytheists) used to say: “We do not call upon them nor turn towards

them in devotion except to seek nearness (to Allah) and intercession.”
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The evidence regarding seeking nearness is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
those who take Awliya’ (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): “We worship
them only that they may bring us near to Allah.”” [SOrah Az-Zumar, 39:3]
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And the evidence regarding intercession is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they
say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’” [SOrah Y0Onus, 10:18]

Intercession is of two types: a denied intercession and an aftirmed intercession.
V) ale sk Y s 2 e T SIS G R B RIG

The denied intercession 1s the one that is sought from other than Allah regarding matters

that none can fulfill except Allah.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “O you who believe! Spend
of that with which We have provided you before a Day comes when there will
be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers
who are the wrongdoers.” [SUrah Al-Bagarah, 2:254]

18
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The aftirmed intercession is the intercession that is sought from Allah Alone.
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The intercessor 1s honored by Allah to intercede.
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And the one interceded for is the person whose speech and deeds Allah is pleased with,
and this happens only after Allah’s Permission, as Allah, the Most High, said: “Who is
he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission?” [SOrah Al-Baqarah,

2:255]

A NN
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Q&A - THE SECOND PRINCIPLE

B T AN
Q1: What was the reason the polytheists worshipped their idols (false gods)?
e 0 iy A )G V) A0 G Ok 1 e

A: They used to say: “We only worship them to bring us closer to Allah and so they

may intercede for us.”
$3EEEN JAEss sl e fb Lo A Gy
Q2: What 1s their evidence for seeking nearness (qurbah) and intercession?
v ] ) b Jy ) ) QA0 s 5

A: The the statement of Allah: “We worship them only that they may bring us
near to Allah.” [Az-Zumar 39:3]

Da o8] 4alli dis Ghah (T5a Ololi vdaba g ahiiar ¥ G aliT g3 e Oyligh < i U5
And the statement of Allah: “And they worship besides Allah things that hurt

them not, nor benefit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with
Allah.>” [YQOnus: 18].

OTAN B 2B BF Sy s
Q3: How many types of intercession are mentioned in the Qur’an?
R R CHCT Rt WieR RN I
A: There are two types: a Negated Intercession and an Aftirmed Intercession.

20
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Q4: What is the Negated Intercession?
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A: It is any intercession sought from other than Allah in matters only Allah can fulfill.
i) a2l 215 Gt
Q5: What is the evidence for the denied intercession?
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A: Allah’s statement: “On that Day there will be no bargaining, nor friendship,
nor intercession.” [Al-Baqarah 2:254]

G A2UR 8 L i
Q6: What is the Affirmed Intercession?
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A: It 1s the intercession asked from Allah Alone, and it occurs only with two
conditions: Allah’s permission for the intercessor, and His pleasure with the one

interceded for.

e gos 3 b o ol o v

Q7: Who does Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, approve of?
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A: Allah is only pleased with the people of Tawheed. The Prophet £ has informed us
and said: “Every Prophet had a supplication that was answered, so every
Prophet hastened his supplication. But I have saved my supplication as
intercession for my Ummah on the Day of Resurrection, and it will reach — if
Allah wills — whoever among my Ummah dies without associating anything

with Allah in worship.” Agreed Upon.
21
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Q7: What 1s the evidence that valid intercession is only by Allah’s permission?
Lvoo isad] dudy ¥y sdue piig 015 ok : s 45 o

A: The statement of Allah: “Who is he that can intercede with Him except with
His permission?” [Al-Bagarah: 255]

ety Al bl 22 53t s b 0,830 g LS

Q8: How did the polytheists fall into the belief of worshiping others besides Allah in

seeking closeness and intercession?

:2)3;\ D 2 eld 5 SU5 ’@53 1a

A: How this occurred is summarized in three affairs:

D) A b 5 ol B A e gotesd) T ik s BT gl s e g s

1- A false analogy with worldly kings: They assumed that proper etiquette requires that
one should not ask the king directly for needs, but rather through those who are close to

him.
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2 - The misconception that intercession is more effective: They believed that presenting
one’s request through a “distinguished intermediary” would be more likely to be

accepted and granted.
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3 - A distorted religiosity mixed with shame over sins: They said, “We are sinful and
unworthy to ask Allah directly, so we turn to the ‘pious ones’ instead to intercede for

2

us.
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BENEFICIAL SUMMARY
THE SECOND PRINCIPLE FROM AL-QAWA'ID AL-ARBA'

Topic: The reason why the pagans worshipped idols despite acknowledging that Allah

alone is the Creator, Provider, and Controller of all affairs.

1. The Reason for Idol Worship
The pagans did not worship idols, believing they could create, provide, or control

benefit or harm. Rather, as Allah informed about them:
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“Surely the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah only. And
those who take Auliya’ (protectors, helpers, lords, gods) besides Him (say): "We
worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah." Verily Allah will judge
between them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him

who is a liar, and a disbeliever.” [Az-Zumar 39:3]
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“And they worship besides Allah things that harm them not, nor profit them,
and they say: "These are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do you inform Allah
of that which He knows not in the heavens and on the earth?" Glorified and
Exalted is He above all that which they associate as partners (with Him)!”
[YOnus 10:18]

Thus, their worship was based on two motives:
1.Seeking Nearness (Qurba) — taking the righteous, idols, and graves as intermediaries
to draw near to Allah.
2.Seeking Intercession (Shafa‘ah) — believing that worshipping these things would be a
means for them to intercede on behalf of them before Allah.
Allah, however, called this claim falsehood and disbelief, because taking intermediaries

between oneself and Allah is major shirk.
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2. The Two Types of Intercession

The First: Invalid (Negated) Intercession
This is the type of intercession sought from others besides Allah in matters that only
Allah can do, such as granting Paradise, forgiveness, provision, guidance, offspring, or

removing hardship and distress.
& s , [ 7. s 8. % 4 o sE
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Allah the Exalted said: “O you who believe! Spend from what We have provided
you before there comes a Day when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship,

nor intercession.” [Al-Baqarah 2:254]

Whoever calls upon a prophet, saint, or deceased person saying, “O so-and-so, grant me
sustenance, relieve me, give me a child,” has committed major shirk, because these are

actions that none can do except Allah the Most High.

The Second: Valid (Affirmed) Intercession
This is the intercession that is sought from Allah alone, not from created beings, because

intercession belongs entirely to Allah the Most High:

O fetdi Al i s G301 40 5 (D Oslai Y5 €3 5K ¥ 196 5t 45 1 i 053 e ol ol Sl Ju
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The Most High said: “Have they taken (others) as intercessors besides Allah? Say:
"Even if they have power over nothing whatsoever and have no intelligence?
(43) Say: "To Allah belongs all intercession. His is the Sovereignty of the
heavens and the earth. Then to Him you shall be brought back.” [Az-Zumar
39:44|
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[t occurs only under two conditions:
The First: Allah’s permission to the intercessor, as in the statement of Allah:
[voo 5,a0] dhasdy ¥) blis pdky ol 15 by

“Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission?” [Al-Bagarah
2:255]

The Second: Allah’s approval of the person interceded for, as in the statement of Allah:

[ A eLa¥] i o) V) Ogaig Y5

“They cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased.” [Al-Anbiyd’
21:28]

Thus, the person interceded for must be a believer in Tawhid, while the disbeliever will

never receive intercession:
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“So the intercession of intercessors will not benefit them.” [Al-Muddaththir
74:48]

These two conditions are mentioned together in the statement of Allah the Most High:

@

[ ] 1255 25 oA

o 5 %F

“And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail
nothing except after Allah has given permission for whom He wills and is
pleased with.” [An-Najm 52:26]
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3. Examples Showing That Intercession Does Not Help Disbelievers
e Ibrahim (Abraham) »5..i «le cannot intercede for his father, as he died a disbeliever.
e N0Oh (Noah) and LGt (Lot) sl Legels could not save their wives or sons who were
disbelievers, as Allah the Most High said about them:
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“Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieve: the wife of Niith (Noah)
and the wife of Lt (Lot). They were under two of our righteous slaves, but they
both betrayed them (their husbands by rejecting their doctrine). So they [Niih
(Noah) and Liit (Lot) s%.Ji Lgde] availed them (their respective wives) not against
Allah and it was said: "Enter the Fire along with those who enter!” [At-Tahrim
66:10]
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Narrated by AbQO Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him): The Prophet € said:
“Ibrahim will meet his father Azar on the Day of Resurrection, and on Azar’s
face will be darkness and dust. Ibrahim will say to him: ‘Did I not tell you not
to disobey me?’ He will reply: ‘But today, I will not disobey you.” Then
Ibrahim will say: ‘O my Lord, You promised me that You would not disgrace
me on the Day when they are resurrected — and what disgrace could be greater
than seeing my father, the distant one, in such a state?’ Allah, the Exalted, will
say: ‘I have forbidden Paradise to the disbelievers.” Then it will be said: ‘O
Ibrahim, look beneath your feet.” He will look, and behold! He will see his
father turned into a hyena-like creature covered with filth. He will then be

seized by his legs and thrown into the Fire.” Reported by al-BukharT.

Therefore, it is very clear that without TawhTd, the ties of kinship and lineage will not

benefit anyone whatsoever.
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4. Three Essential Points in Understanding the True Intercession
1.It must be by Allah’s permission.
2.1t must be for those whose words (Creed) and deeds Allah is pleased with.
3. Allah is only pleased with the people of Tawhid.
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Narrated by AbG Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him): I said, “O Messenger of
Allah, who will be the happiest of people with your intercession on the Day of
Resurrection?” The Messenger of Allah € said: “I thought, O Abl Hurayrah, that
no one would ask me about this hadith before you, because I see your eagerness
for hadith. The happiest of people with my intercession on the Day of
Resurrection will be the one who says: ‘La ilaha illa Allah (None has the right
to be worshipped except Allah), sincerely from his heart.’” Narrated by al-
Bukhart

@A’ﬂ VY c@f& uLMr\ u;’) cb}&:w‘_}f‘_}.’u& 44.:M ojs-:sq‘_]&]” %e\b\ J}M) JG wa«ﬁ! 25 wj
wle gixe L:..owu.\,“ﬁ?@\wuuww\;uo\mbd_emw\ey

And from him (AbQ Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him): The Messenger of Allah
€¢ said: “Every prophet has been granted one supplication that will certainly be
answered. Every prophet hastened to use his supplication in this world, but I
have saved my supplication as intercession for my Ummah on the Day of
Resurrection. It will, if Allah wills, reach everyone in my Ummah who dies

without associating anything with Allah.” Agreed upon

6. Comprehensive Conclusion
1. The pagans worshipped idols seeking intercession and nearness to Allah, and thereby
they fell into the very essence of major shirk.
2. All intercession belongs solely to Allah; it only occurs with His permission for those
whom He is pleased with, and He is only pleased with the people of TawhTid.
3. Whoever calls upon or seeks from others what only Allah can do or provide has
committed major shirk, even if he claims he only does that seeking a means to get

closer to Allah the Most High.
27



T sae A
THE THIRD PRINCIPLE
Is that the Prophet €& came to people who were diverse in their objects of worship:
Among them were those who worshipped the sun and the moon.
A g 24 g

Among them were those who worshipped the angels.

Gedlally S A 5 il
Among them were those who worshipped the prophets and the righteous people.
SEER R PSR PRy
Among them were those who worshipped trees and stones.
The Messenger of Allah £¢ fought them all and did not difterentiate between them.
A8 i 0585 1 5869 B ahglbsy < s 5 g
The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And fight them until there is

no more Fitnah (disbelief and Shirk) and the Religion (worship) will all be for
Allah Alone.” [SGrah Al-Anfal, 8:39]
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The evidence for the sun and the moon is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
from among His Signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon.
Prostrate not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created

them, if it is Him whom you truly worship.” [SOrah Fussilat, 41:37]
AW UG oy AT Tydss of 3545 Yo« s 5 S 15

The evidence for the sun and the moon is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Nor
would he order you to take angels and Prophets for lords (gods).” [Shrah Ali
Imran, 3: 80]
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The evidence for the Prophets is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “And
(remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): ‘O ‘Isa (Jesus),

son of Maryam (Mary)! Did you say unto men: “Worship me and my mother as
two gods besides Allah?” [STrah Al-Ma’idah, 5:116]
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The evidence for the righteous is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Those whom
they call upon (like Jesus, Ezra, angels, etc.) desire (for themselves) means of
access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of them should be the nearest, and they
hope for His Mercy and fear His Torment.” [SQrah Al-Isra’, 17: 57]
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The evidence for the trees and stones is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “Have

you then considered Al-Lat and Al-‘Uzza. And Manat, the other third?” [S(rah
An-Najm, 53: 19-20]

29



085 Gl pgially G w 18as 50 2 8 D O e s 106 4 A0 o sl s uas
Ligt 25 Jg st @ b ks ki

And the narration of Abu Waqid al-Laythi (may Allah be pleased with him) when he
said: “We went out with the Messenger of Allah £ to Hunayn when we had recently
lett disbeliet. The polytheists had a lote-tree to which they used to devote themselves and
hang their weapons on; it was called Dhat Anwat.
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We passed by a lote-tree and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! Make for us a Dhat Anwat as
they have a Dhat Anwat.” The Messenger of Allah €% said: ‘Allahu Akbar! By Him in
Whose Hand is my soul, you have said just as the Children of Israel said to
Misa: {Make for us a god just as they have gods}.”” (Reported by at-Tirmidhr;
authenticated by al-Albanr)

WRAHN
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AFFIRMATION OF THE PRINCIPLE
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Those whom the Messenger of Allah €% was sent among — when he appeared to them
openly, calling them to Tawhid and sincerity to Allah alone in worship, and calling them
to abandon shirk — those people were indeed polytheists (Mushrik(n).
Their shirk, however, was not limited to one single type, such as the worship of idols
only. Rather, the shirk that existed among them was diverse, and the paths they
followed in their paganism were many and varied:

e Among them were those who worshipped the angels,

e and those who worshipped the prophets,

e and those who worshipped the righteous saints (awliya’),

e and those who worshipped stones, trees, and graves,

¢ and those who worshipped the sun and the moon, and the like.
Thus, the claim of those who restrict shirk only to the worship of stones and trees —

while excluding the worship of prophets and righteous men — is invalid and false.
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The cause (fillah) of shirk is association (tashrtk) — making a partner with Allah — and
there 1s no difference between one partner and another. In other words, the reality of
shirk is: to make a partner with Allah in His worship. So whenever partnership in
worship occurs, Tawhid is nullified, regardless of who the partner is — whether an
angel, a prophet, a saint, a stone, or anything else — because the underlying cause is one

and the same: making equals with Allah the Most High.
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Q&A - THE THIRD PRINCIPLE
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Q1: What is the explanation of the Third Principle established by Imam Muhammad
ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (may Allah have mercy on him)?
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A: The explanation is that those among whom the Messenger of Allah €& was sent —
when he appeared to them openly, calling them to Tawhid (pure monotheism) and
sincerity to Allah, and to abandon shirk (polytheism) — were indeed polytheists
(mushrik(n). Their shirk was not limited to one specific form, such as idol-worship, but

was diverse, as the polytheists followed different paths of associating partners with Allah.
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Q2: What were the forms of shirk found among those to whom the Prophet £ was
sent?
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A: Among those polytheists were:
e Those who worshipped the angels,
e Those who worshipped the prophets,
e Those who worshipped the righteous saints (awliyd),

Those who worshipped stones, trees, and graves,

Those who worshipped the sun and the moon,

and other beings that were taken as deities besides Allah.
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Q3: What 1s the implication derived from this Principle?
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A: It shows that the shirk which Allah sent His Prophet £ to combat includes everyone
who directs any act of worship to other than Allah, regardless of who or what is
worshipped. There is no difterence between one who worships a stone or tree and one
who worships a prophet, a saint, or an angel, because the underlying cause is the same —
directing worship to other than Allah.
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Q4: What is the reason for the invalidity of the claim that shirk is limited only to

worshipping stones and trees?

3o 3h 58 B 5 aese oYt S LIS (ol g o3 ) #E U5 ol OY by L;j;JJ\ o 'C
A0 A 098 53 e BF Do 3 385 oKD 51 5 51 G

N
N

A: This claim 1s false, because Allah sent His Messenger €& to a people who worshipped
various objects, and the Prophet € fought them all despite the difterences in their
objects of worship. He did not distinguish between one who worshipped an idol and
one who worshipped a prophet, a saint, or an angel. Anyone who directs any form of

worship to other than Allah is a polytheist (mushrik).
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Q5: What is the meaning of the statement: “They were diverse in their objects of

worship”?
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A: It means that they did not restrict their worship to one type of deity. Rather, they
worshipped various beings — some worshipped angels, some prophets, some the

righteous, and others stones, trees, graves, the sun, or the moon and the likes.

33



Sl 098 uidl pif g 6 88 20 3 B G v

Q6: What 1s the proof that the Prophet £ fought all forms of polytheists without

distinction?
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A: The proof is Allah’s statement: “And fight them until there is no more fitnah
(disbelief), and the Religion, all of it, is for Allah.” — [Al-Anfal 39] Meaning: fight
all polytheists, regardless of the type of shirk they practiced. He did not differentiate
between those who worshipped stones and those who worshipped prophets or angels —

for the goal was to ensure that all worship belongs to Allah alone, without partner.
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Q7: What is the ‘Illah (reason) that shirk invalidates Tawh1d (Monotheism)?
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A: The ‘lllah (reason) is association (Tashrik) — meaning: assigning a partner (sharfk)
with Allah, the Exalted, in His worship.
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Q8: What is meant by the statement of the scholars, “There is no difference between

one partner and another™?
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A: It means that there is no difference in the ruling between one who associates with
Allah a partner who is an angel, a prophet, a saint, a stone, or anything else, because the
cause is the same — directing an act of worship to other than Allah and setting up a rival

with Him.
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Q9: What 1s the eftect of association (Tashrik) in worship?
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A: Whenever association occurs, the Tawhid is nullified, because Tawh1d is founded

upon singling out Allah alone for worship, without associating anything with Him

whatsoever.
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Q10: What is an example of this?
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A: Just as prayer is invalid without purification, and is nullified by the hadath, likewise
worship is only valid with TawhTd and is nullified by shirk.
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Q11: What question does the Third Principle answer?
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A: The Third Principle answers an important question: Is the shirk (polytheism) that
Allah has forbidden and threatened with punishment limited only to the worship of

idols, or does it include everything that is worshipped besides Allah, regardless of its

nature?
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The Answer: It includes everything worshipped besides Allah — whether an idol,
prophet, saint, angel, or heavenly body or other than that.
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Q12: What mistake do some people today make in understanding the verses about shirk?
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A: Some people mistakenly believe that the Qur’anic verses condemning the polytheists
were revealed only about those who worshipped idols, saying: “We don’t worship stones
or trees; we only seek nearness to Allah through the saints, the righteous, and the

angels.”
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This claim is false, because Allah made the ruling of shirk general, applying to anyone
who directs any act of worship to other than Him, no matter who or what the object of
worship is. So whoever calls upon, seeks help from, or places hope in other than Allah

— he has committed shirk.
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Q13: What is the summarized explanation of the Third Principle?
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A: Those among whom the Messenger of Allah €& was sent were polytheists involved in
different types of shirk. Their polytheism was not limited to idol worship; some
worshipped angels, others prophets and saints, others stones, trees, and shrines, and some
the sun and the moon. Thus, this invalidates the claim of those who restrict shirk only to

the worship of idols and stones.
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Q14: What do we learn from the Hadith of Dhat al-Anwat?

A: It contains great issues, from them:
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(1) It shows the danger of ignorance of Tawheed — for whoever is ignorant of Tawheed
may fall into Shirk without realizing it. This is why learning Tawheed and what
contradicts it is obligatory, so that a person is upon clear insight in his Religion.
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(2) A warning against imitating the polytheists — for it may lead to Shirk. The Prophet €&

said: “Whoever imitates a people is one of them.” Narrated by Abu Dawud.
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(3) It clarifies that seeking blessings from stones, trees, or buildings is Shirk — even if they
call it by a difterent name — because Barakah is in the hands of Allah alone, and seeking it

from others is Shirk, and refuge is sought with Allah.
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Q15: What 1s the main conclusion derived from the Third Principle?

(s SR o (G B3 A W Al W B e BB O e 8 kRS ol B SVl sy St Y 53 O 1
Sily Sah daas BN b ) il s 4 2k i ‘5}3?123&33&255;;.mﬁ;ﬂjéjgi:‘ﬁu;i;gﬁ;&j
BT AREEAIEHEIINT

A: That shirk is not limited to idol-worship, but includes anyone to whom any act of
worship 1s directed besides Allah, such as those who supplicate to a prophet, seek help
from a saint, or ask an angel for something only Allah can do. Whoever does so has
committed shirk, even if he believes he is only seeking nearness to Allah — for the

essence of shirk is one, even if its forms and names differ.
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THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE
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Indeed, the polytheists of our time are more severe in their Shirk than the earlier ones,
because the earlier polytheists would commit Shirk during times of ease but sincerely
dedicate their worship to Allah alone during times of hardship. However, the polytheists

of our time commit Shirk continuously, in both times of ease and hardship.
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The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: “So when they embark on a
ship, they invoke Allah, making their worship purely for Him; but when He

brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others.”
[SOrah Al-‘Ankab(t, 29:65]
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And Allah knows best.

WAHN
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Q&A - THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE
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Q1: What is the Fourth Principle?
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A: The Fourth Principle 1s that the polytheists of our time are worse in their shirk than
the first ones, because the early polytheists would commit shirk in times of ease but make
their worship sincere in times of hardship — whereas the polytheists of today commit
shirk continuously in both ease and hardship.
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Q2: What is the evidence for this Principle?
165 s Suall] 085735 44 13) 30 ) (A Wb 1 B s Al 1363 B 2155 500 < S U5
A: Allah’s saying: “So when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making
their faith purely for Him; but when He delivers them safely to land, behold,
they associate others (with Him again).” [Al-‘Ankabut 29:65]
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Q3: How was the shirk of the early polytheists?
Az ) 1548555 W 188 By g g S 056 A 3 0855 108 1,

A: They would commit shirk in times of ease, but when calamities struck, they

abandoned the idols and turned to Allah alone.
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Q4: Why is the shirk of the later polytheists worse?

A: Because:
B3 S 3 0S5 (1)
(1) They commit shirk in both ease and hardship.
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(2) They seek needs from the dead and saints and do not call upon Allah at all.
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(3) Some worship openly sinful people or even devils, and attribute to them divine

qualities like knowledge and power over everything.
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(4) They revere their objects of worship so much that they fear them more than Allah,
they shy away from swearing falsely by them but do not hesitate to swear falsely by Allah.
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Q5: What is obligatory upon us in the face of this shirk?
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A: We must make our du‘a and worship sincerely for Allah alone in both ease and
hardship, disavow all things worshiped besides Him, and direct all love, fear, and hope to
Allah alone.
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Q6: What is the importance of understanding the Four Principles?
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A: These four principles are among the great foundations in the science of Tawhid.
Understanding and mastering them is a safeguard—by Allah’s permission—against falling
into the traps of shirk and the snares of Shaytan. Shirk is a vast and intricate web;
whoever lacks firm roots and sound principles in this matter may easily slip into the
gravest sin. Thus, every Muslim must pay close attention to these principles, for they are
interconnected and built upon each other, and understanding them collectively leads to

safety and protection from shirk in shaa’a Allah.
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Q7: What is the meaning of the First Principle?
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A: That the disbelievers whom the Prophet €2 was sent to acknowledged Allah as the
Creator, Provider, and Controller of the universe, yet this acknowledgment did not
enter them into Islam, because they failed to single Him out in worship and did not

make their devotion purely for Allah alone.
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Q8: What is the meaning of the Second Principle?
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A: That when the polytheists were asked why they worshipped idols despite knowing
they neither create nor provide, they replied: “We only worship them so that they may
bring us nearer to Allah and intercede for us.” Thus, their worship of them was based on

the false claim of seeking nearness and intercession.
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Q9: What 1s the meaning of the Third Principle?
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A: The meaning of the Third Principle is that the Prophet £ was sent to a people who
were diverse in their forms of worship: among them were those who worshipped the
angels, those who worshipped the prophets and the righteous, those who worshipped
stones and trees, and those who worshipped the sun and the moon, and other such

objects of worship.

B e B35 A O, 30 38 ks o DB Y se 3 15kt ool & A 5As G 53 T B B B
23 ixs Al OV s 3T K 3T G5 06 30 B8 n15 (i S eVl QA GBRIE W A 503
AU s D3

This principle shows that the shirk (polytheism) which Allah has warned against is not
limited to the worship of idols, but rather it includes anyone to whom an act of worship
is directed besides Allah, such as supplication (du‘@’), vows (nadh r), seeking help
(istighathah), or sacrifice (dhabh)—whether the one worshipped is a prophet, a saint, an
angel, or a stone—for the cause of shirk is one: directing any form of worship to other
than Allah.
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Thus, the claim of those who assert that shirk only occurs through the worship of stones

and trees—excluding the worship of prophets and saints—is invalid and false.
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Q10: What is the meaning of the Fourth Principle?
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A: That the polytheists of our time are worse in shirk than those of the earlier
generations to whom the Prophet €% was sent, for the former used to associate partners in
times of ease yet worship Allah alone in hardship— as Allah says: “When they embark
on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him only; but when
He brings them safely to land, behold, they associate partners (with Him).”
[Al-"Ankab0t 65|
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But the polytheists of today commit shirk in both ease and hardship—they call upon
others besides Allah in times of distress and seek aid from the dead and from those in

graves, never directing their supplication purely to Allah in any circumstance.

Brief Summary:
The Four Principles are a clear, logical framework exposing the falsehood of shirk and
guiding the believer to pure TawhT1d by the permission of Allah:
1.Mere acknowledgment of Allah’s Lordship is not sufficient without exclusive
worship of Allah alone with no partners.
2. Claiming to seek nearness or intercession through others besides Allah is the very
essence of shirk.
3.Shirk includes all forms of worship directed to anyone besides Allah the Exalted.
4. The shirk of later generations is more severe because it occurs continuously in all

circumstances and conditions.

WAHN
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All praise and thanks are for Allah, it is very clear now that the early
polytheists used to worship Allah alone in times of hardship. When they
sailed at sea and were overcome by waves, nearing destruction, they forgot
their idols and called upon Allah alone, sincerely devoting their supplication
to Him. But once He saved them and brought them safely to land, they
returned to shirk, as Allah the Most High said:
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“And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their
faith pure for Him only; but when He brings them safely to land,
behold, they associate partners (with Him).” — [Al-‘Ankab(t 65]

But what they failed to realize is that Allah’s power extends over the land just
as it does over the sea, and whoever was sincere to Him at sea must remain
sincere to Him on land as well, for none is safe from His punishment

anywhere, whether in the land or sea. Allah the Most High said:
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“Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of the land to
swallow you up, or that He will not send against you a violent sand-
storm? Then, you shall find no Wakil (guardian - one to guard you
from the torment). (68) Or do you feel secure that He will not send
you back a second time to sea and send against you a hurricane of
wind and drown you because of your disbelief? Then you will not

find any avenger therein against Us.” — [Al-Isrd’ 68]
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[t has been narrated from the story of ‘Ikrimah ibn AbT Jahl that the reason he accepted
Islam and joined the Prophet €2 was when he realized the futility of calling upon others
besides Allah, when he fled from Makkah and boarded a ship, and a violent storm struck

them.

The people on board said to one another: ‘Be sincere, for surely your gods can avail you
nothing here!” So Tkrimah said: ‘By Allah! If nothing can save me at sea except sincerity,
then nothing can save me on land except sincerity as well. O Allah, I make a covenant
with You: if You deliver me from what I am in, I shall go to Muhammad £ and place

999

my hand in his hand — for I will surely find him forgiving and generous.

So Allah saved him, and he embraced Islam — that moment of sincerity became the
cause of his guidance. Thus, this incident became for him a lesson and a reminder, and it

was the means by which he entered into Islam.

All of this clarifies the point here that the polytheists of our time are worse than the first
ones, for the early pagans used to affirm Tawhid in hardship but associate partners in
ease, whereas today’s polytheists commit shirk in both hardship and ease. Even in dire
distress, they call upon others besides Allah — crying out: “Help us, O so-and-so!” or

“Save us, O my master!” addressing the dead and those in graves.

This 1s the result of the corruption spread by misguided leaders who filled people’s hearts
with false beliefs under the guise of “the miracles of saints.” Sadly, many of the ignorant,
deceived by such tales, came to accept them as truth, thus increasing in shirk until death

overtook them upon that! And Allah’s refuge is sought.

Indeed, this represents one of the gravest forms of shirk. Whoever wishes to understand
the doubts of the polytheists in greater depth should study Kashf al-Shubuhat by Imam
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhdb — may Allah have mercy on him — wherein these
principles are thoroughly explained through the refutation of the misconceptions and

false arguments of the ignorant and the deviant.
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It 1s therefore incumbent upon every believer to be diligent in learning Tawhid and
steadfastly adhering to it, while remaining aware of shirk — studying its detailed forms
and safeguarding oneself from them. Indeed, understanding the nature of the shirk

practiced by those to whom the Prophet £ was sent is of utmost importance.
May Allah have mercy upon the Shaykh, Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahh3ab,
forgive him, elevate his ranks, and pardon all the Muslims. And may Allah keep us and

our loved ones firm upon Tawhid and the Sunnah, protecting us from shirk and
innovation. Indeed, He is the Most Kind, the All-Powerful.
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