—

Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that it is

obligatory upon us to learn four matters:

The First: Knowledge: This is Knowledge of Allah,
Knowledge of His Prophet, and Knowledge of the

Religion of Islam with evidence.

The Second: Is acting upon it.

The Third: Is calling to it.

The Fourth: Is patience in enduring harm because of it.

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High:

"By Al-Asr (the time). Verily! Man is in loss, except
those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do
righteous good deeds, and recommend one
another to the truth (i.e., order one another to
perform all kinds of good deeds which Allah has
ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and
evil deeds which Allah has forbidden), and
recommend one another to patience (for the
sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may
encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His

religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad, etc.)."

Imam Ash-Shafi'i (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
"If Allah had not revealed a proof to His creation other

than this Surah, it would have been sufficient for them."

Imam Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
"Chapter: Knowledge Before Speech and Action."

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High:

'So know (O Muhammad ) that La ilaha illallah
(none has the right to be worshipped but Allah),
and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the
sin of) believing men and believing women. And
Allah knows well your moving about, and your

place of rest (in your homes)."

Thus, He began with knowledge before speech and

action.
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Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that it is obligatory
upon every Muslim, male and female, to learn these three

issues and act upon them:

The First Issue: That Allah created us, provided for us, and
did not leave us neglected. Rather, He sent us a Messenger.
Whoever obeys him will enter Paradise, and whoever

disobeys him will enter the Fire.

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High:
"Verily, We have sent to you (O mankind) a Messenger
(Muhammad #) to be a witness over you, as We did
send a Messenger (Musd@) to Fir'aun. But Fir'aun
disobeyed the Messenger (Musd), so We seized him
with a severe punishment." (Surah Al-Muzzammil, 73:15-
16)

The Second Issue: Allah is not pleased that anyone is
associated with Him in worship, neither a close angel nor a

sent Prophet.

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most High: "And
the masdjid are for Allah [alone], so do not invoke

anyone along with Allah." (Surah Al-Jinn, 72:18)

The Third Issue: That whoever obeys the Messenger and
worships Allah alone is not permitted to have loyalty to those
who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they are the

closest of relatives.

The evidence is the saying of Allah, the Most High: "You (O
Muhammad &) will not find any people who believe in
Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with those
who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though
they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or
their kindred (people). For such He has written Faith in
their hearts, and strengthened them with Ruh (proofs,
light, and true guidance) from Himself. And He will
admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers
flow to dwell therein (forever). Allah is pleased with
them, and they are pleased with Him. They are the
Party of Allah. Verily, it is the Party of Allah that will
be the successful." (Surah Al-Mujadilah, 58:22)
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Know—may Allah guide you to
His obedience—that the
Haniflyyabh, the
Ibrahim, is to worship Allgh alone,

Religion of

sincerely dedicating the Religion to
Him.

This is what Allah commanded all
people to do and created them for,
as the Most High said: “And I did
not create the jinn and mankind

except to worship Me (alone).”

The meaning of “to worship Me”
1s “to single Me out alone for

worship.”

The greatest command that Allgh
has given is Tawhid, which is to

single out Allah alone in worship.

The greatest prohibition He has
issued 1s shirk, which is invoking

others along with Him.

The evidence 1s the statement of

Alldh the Most High: “And
worship Allgh and do not

associate anything with Him.”
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLE

If it is said to you: What are the Three

Fundamentals that a person must know?

Then say: The servant’s knowledge of his Lord,
his Religion, and his Prophet Muhammad .

If it 1s said to you: Who i1s your Lord?

Then say: My Lord is Allgh, Who nurtured me
and nurtures all the creation with His blessings.
He is the One whom I worship, and I do not

worship anyone other than Him.

The evidence is the saying of Allah, the Most
High: “All the praises and thanks be to
Alldh, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind,
jinn and all that exists).” (Surah Al-Fatihah:
2)

Everything besides Allah is a creation, and I am

one among those creations.

If it is said to you: How do you know your
Lord?

Then say: Through His signs and His creations.
Among His signs are the night and the day, the
sun and the moon. Among His creations are the
seven heavens, the seven earths, and whatever is

within them and between them.

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the
Most High: “And from among His Signs are
the night and the day, and the sun and the
moon. Prostrate not to the sun nor to the
moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created
them, if you (really) worship Him.” (Surah
Fussilat: 37)
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THE SECOND PRINCIPLE

[t is submission to Allah through
tawh1d, compliance with Him
through obedience, and

disavowal of shirk and its people.

It has three levels:
al-Islam, al-Iman, and al-1hsan,

and each level has pillars.

The pillars of al-Islam are five:

1. The testimony that there is
no deity worthy of worship
except Alladh and that
Muhammad 1s the
Messenger of Allah.

2. Establishing Salah (Prayer).

3.Giving Zakah (Obligatory
Charity).

4. Fasting the Month of
Ramadan.

5.Performing Hajj to the
Sacred House of Allah.

:J\.(M.;-’g\j ci)\-&g.}j\j cé")u’g\

I “ P 2
XSRS

A

| ﬁjs_;,;;é.;j



The Evidence for the Shahadah (Testimony of Faith)
Allah, the Exalted, says: "Allah bears witness that
La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), and the angels, and those
having knowledge (also give this witness); (He
always) maintains His creation in Justice. La
ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise."

Its Meaning:

e "There is nothing worthy of worship"—negating
the right of worship from everything besides
Allah.

e "Except Allah"—affirming the right of worship
solely for Him alone, with no partners in His
worship, just as He has no partners in His

dominion.

Its Explanation which clarifies it is His statement, the
Exalted: "And (remember) when Ibrahim said to
his father and his people: 'Verily, I am innocent
of what you worship, except Him (e, I
worship none but Allah Alone) Who did create
me; and verily, He will guide me.' And he made
it [i.e., La ilaha illa—Allah (none has the right to
be worshipped but Allah Alone)] a Word lasting
among his offspring (true Monotheism), that
they may turn back (i.e., to repent to Allah or

receive admonition).”

And Allah, the "Say (O
Muhammad #): 'O people of the Scripture

Exalted, also says:

(Jews and Christians): Come to a word that is
just between us and you, that we worship none
but Allah (Alone), and that we associate no
partners with Him, and that none of us shall
take others as lords besides Allah.' Then, if they
turn away, say:
Muslims (i.e., those who submit to Allah)."

'Bear witness that we are
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The Evidence for the Testimony that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah:

Allah, the Exalted, says: "Verily, there has come unto
you a Messenger (Muhammad #) from amongst
yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive
any injury or difficulty. He is anxious over you (to be
rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg Him to
pardon and forgive your sins in order that you may
enter Paradise and be saved from the punishment of
the Hellfire), for the believers (he is) full of pity, kind,
and merciful." (Surah At-Tawbah, 9:128)

The Meaning of the Testimony that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allgh:

Obeying him in what he commands.

Believing him in what he informs.

Avoiding what he forbade and warned against.

Worshipping Allah only in the way he prescribed.

The Evidence for Salah, Zakah, and the Explanation of
Tawhid: Allah,

commanded not,

the Exalted, says:
but that they should worship
Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining

"And they were

from ascribing partners to Him), and perform As-
Salah (Igamat-as-Salah) and give Zakah, and that is
the right religion." (Surah Al-Bayyinah, 98:5)

The Evidence for Fasting: Allah, the Exalted, says: "O you
who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those
before you, that you may become Al-Muttaqiin (the
pious)." (Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:183)

The Evidence for Hajj: Allah, the Exalted, says: "And Hajj
(pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka’bah) is a
duty that mankind owes to Allgh, those who can
afford the expenses (for one’s conveyance, provision,
and residence). And whoever disbelieves [i.e., denies
Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah), then he is a disbeliever
of Allah], then Allah stands not in need of any of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn, and all that exists)." (Surah

al-e-Imran, 3:97)
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The Second Level: Iman (Faith)

[t consists of over seventy branches:

e The highest of them is saying "Lg ilgha
illa Allah" (There is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah).

e The lowest of them 1s removing harm
from the road.

e Modesty (Haya') is a branch of Iman.

The Six Pillars of Iman:
e Belief'in Allah.
e Belief in His Angels.
e Belief in His Books.
e Belief in His Messengers.
e Belief in the Last Day.
e Beliet in Divine Decree (Qadr), both

good and evil,

The Evidence for These Six Pillars is Allah’s
Al-Birr

(righteousness) that you turn your faces

statement: "Tt 1s not

towards the east or the west (in
prayers); but Al-Birr is (the quality of)
the one who believes in Allah, the Last
Day, the Angels, the Book, and the
Prophets" (Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:177)

The Evidence for Qadr (Divine Decree):
Allah, the Exalted, says: "Verily, We have
created all things with Qadr (Divine
Preordainment)." (Surah  Al-Qamar,

54:49)
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The Third Level:
Worship)

Ihsan (Excellence in

It consists of One Pillar:

"T'o worship Allah as if you see Him, and if
you do not see Him, then indeed He sees

"

you.

The Evidence i1s Allah’s statement: "Truly,
Allah is with those who fear Him (keep
their duty unto Him), and those who

are Muhsinlin (good-doers)." (Surah An-
Nahl, 16:128)

And His statement: "And put your trust in
the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful,
Who sees you when you stand up (for
prayer), and your movements among
those who fall prostrate (along with
you). Verily! He, only He, is the All-
Hearer, the All-Knower." (Surah Ash-
Shu’ara, 26:217-220)

And His "Neither you (O
Muhammad #) do any deed nor recite

statement:

any portion of the Qur’an, nor you
(mankind) do any deed (good or evil),
but We are Witness thereof when you
are doing it..." (Surah Yunus, 10:61)
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Evidence from the Sunnah:

The Famous Hadith of Jibril, narrated by ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said: "While we were sitting with the
Messenger of Allah €&

dressed in

, a2 man appeared before us,
extremely white clothes, with very black hair. No signs of travel
could be seen on him, and none of us knew him. He sat close to the
Prophet €, resting his knees against his knees and placing his hands
on his thighs, and said: 'O Muhammad! Tell me about Islam.'

The Prophet €& said: 'Islam is to testify that there is nothing
worthy of worship except Allah, and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah, to establish prayer, to give Zakah, to fast
in Ramadan, and to perform Hajj to the House if you are

able to do so.'

The man said: "You have spoken the truth." We were amazed that he

asked him and then confirmed his answer.
Then he said: "Tell me about Iman (Faith).'

The Prophet £ said: 'It is to believe in Allah, His angels, His
books, His messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in divine
decree (Qadr), both its good and its evil '

The man said: "You have spoken the truth.' Then he said: '"Tell me

about Ihsan (excellence in worship).'

The Prophet € said: 'It is to worship Allah as if you see Him,
and if you do not see Him, then indeed He sees you.'

Then the man said: "Tell me about the Hour (the Day of Judgment).'

The Prophet €% said: 'The one who is asked about it knows no
more than the one who is asking.'

He said: 'Then tell me about its signs."

The Prophet €% said: '"That the slave—girl will give birth to her
master, and that you will see the barefooted, unclothed,

destitute shepherds competing in constructing tall buildings.'
Then he (the man) left, and we remained for a while.

Then the Prophet € said: 'O Umar, do you know who the
questioner was?' [ said: 'Allah and His Messenger know best.'

He 4 said: 'That was Jibril. He came to teach you your

"

Religion.
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THE THIRD PRINCIPLE

Knowing Your Prophet Muhammad €&.

He is Muhammad, son of Abdullah, son of Abdul Muttalib, son of
Hashim. Hashim belongs to the Quraysh tribe, which is from the
Arabs, and the Arabs are from the descendants of Isma’il, son of
Ibrahtm, the Khalil (close friend) of Alldh—may the best of peace

and blessings be upon him and upon our Prophet.

He lived for sixty-three years:
e Forty years before prophethood.
e Twenty-three years as a Prophet and Messenger.

on

He was given revelation with "Iqra™ (Read) and was sent as a
Messenger with "Al-Muddathir" (The Cloaked One).

His birthplace was Makkah, and he later migrated to Madinah.

Allah sent him to warn against Shirk (polytheism) and to call people

to Tawhid (monotheism).

The evidence is the saying of Allah, the Most High: "O you
(Muhammad ) enveloped (in garments)! (1) Arise and warn!
(2) And magnify your Lord (Allah)! (3) And purify your
garments! (4) And keep away from Ar-Rujz (idols)! (5) And
give not a thing in order to have more (or consider not your
deeds of obedience as a favor to Allah). (6) And be patient for
the sake of your Lord!" (Surah Al-Muddathir, 74:1-7)

e "Arise and warn"
Tawhid.

¢ 'And magnify your Lord"
through Tawhtd.

e "And purify your garments'
from Shirk.

e "And keep away from Ar-Rujz’

- meaning: Warn against Shirk and call to
- meaning: Glorify and exalt Him
- meaning: Purify your deeds

- "Ar-Rujz" means idols;
avoiding them means abandoning them and disassociating from

them and their worshippers.

The Prophet € spent ten years calling people to Tawhid. After
these ten years, he was taken up to the heavens (during the Isra’ and
M1’raj), and the five daily prayers were made obligatory upon him.
He prayed in Makkah for three years, and afterward, he was

commanded to migrate to Madinah.
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Hijrah (Migration): means moving from the land of
Shirk (polytheism) to the land of Islam. It is an
obligation upon this Ummah to migrate from a land
of disbelief to a land of Islam, and it remains in effect

until the Hour 1s established.

The evidence is the statement of the Most High:
"Verily! As for those whom the angels take (in
death) while they are wronging themselves (by
they (the

angels) say (to them): 'In what (condition) were

staying among the disbelievers),
you?' They reply: "We were weak and oppressed
on the earth.' They (the angels) say: "Was not the
earth of Allah spacious enough for you to
migrate therein?' Such men will find their
abode in Hell—what an evil destination! (97)
Except the weak ones among men, women, and
children who cannot devise a plan, nor are they
able to direct their way. (98) For these, there is
hope that Allah will forgive them, and Allah is
Ever Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving." (Surah An-
Nisa’, 4:97-99)

And the statement of the Most High: "O My slaves
who believe! Certainly, My earth is spacious.

Therefore, worship Me (Surah
Al-‘Ankabat, 29:56)

alone."

Imam Al-Baghawi (may Allah have mercy on him)
said: "This verse was revealed concerning the
Muslims who were still in Makkah and had not
migrated. Allah called them by the name of faith

(Iman)."

Evidence of Migration from the Sunnah: The
Prophet € said: "Migration will not cease until
repentance ceases, and repentance will not

cease until the sun rises from the west."
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When the Prophet €& settled in Madinah, G?}::u W J,o\ M.&Jb jre HH

he was commanded to establish the

remaining laws of Islam, such as:

Zakah (obligatory charity)

Fasting

Hajj (pilgrimage)

e Jihad (striving in the path of Allah)
The Adhan (call to prayer)

e Enjoining good and forbidding evil

And other legislations of Islam

He remained upon this mission for ten
years, and after that, he passed away, may

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him.

But his Religion remains and continues,
for this is his Deen, he left no good
except that he guided his Ummah to it,
and he left no evil except that he warned

them against it.

The good that the Prophet € guided
people to is Tawhid and everything that
Allah loves and is pleased with.

The evil that he warned against is Shirk
and everything that Allah dislikes and
forbids.
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Allah sent him to all of mankind, and He made
obedience to him obligatory upon both humans and
jinn. the evidence is the statement of the Most High:
'Say (O Muhammad #): 'O mankind! Verily, I
am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah."
(Surah Al-A‘raf, 7:158)

Allah completed the Religion through him. The
evidence is the statement of the Most High: "This
day, I have perfected your Religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
for you Islam as your Religion." (Surah Al-
Ma’idah, 5:3)

Evidence for His Death €% is the statement of the
Most High: "Verily, you (O Muhammad &) will
die, and verily, they (too) will die. Then, on the
Day of Resurrection, you all will dispute before
your Lord." (Surah Az-Zumar, 39:30-31)

When people die, they will be resurrected. The
evidence is the statement of the Most High: "From
the (earth) We created you, and into it, We shall
return you, and from it, We shall bring you out

once again." (Surah Ta-Ha, 20:55)

And His statement of the Most High: "And Allah
has caused you to grow from the earth as a
growth. Then He will return you into it, and

bring you forth (again in Resurrection)." (Surah
Nubh, 71:17-18)

After resurrection, people will be held accountable
The evidence is the
"That He may

recompense those who do evil with that which

and rewarded for their deeds.

statement of the Most High:

they have done, and reward those who do good
with Al-Husna (Paradise)." (Surah An-Najm,
53:31)
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Whoever denies the resurrection has disbelieved. The
evidence is the statement of the Most High: "The
disbelievers claimed that they will never be
resurrected. Say (O Muhammad #): 'Yes! By
my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then
you will be informed of what you did. And that
is easy for Allah." (Surah At-Taghabun, 64.7)

Allah sent all the Messengers as bearers of glad tidings
and warners. The evidence is the statement of the
Most High: "(We sent) messengers as bearers of
good news and as warners, so that mankind will
Allah after the
messengers." (Surah An-Nisa’, 4:165)

have no excuse against

The first of the messengers was Nuh (Noah, peace be
upon him), and the last was Muhammad €. The
evidence that Nuh was the first messenger is the
statement of the Most High: "Verily, We have
inspired you (O Muhammad ) as We inspired
Nuh (Noah) and the Prophets after him." (Surah
An-Nisa’, 4:163)

Allah sent a messenger to every nation, from Nuh to
Muhammad, commanding them to worship Alldh
alone and avoid the false gods (Taghat).

The evidence is the statement of the Most High:
"And verily, We have sent among every nation a
'"Worship Allah
(worshipping) Taght."

Messenger (proclaiming):
(alone), and avoid

(Surah An-Nahl, 16:36)

Allah has made it obligatory upon all His servants to
reject Taghlt (false gods) and to believe in Him

alone.
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Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him)
said: Al-Tagh(t is whatever causes the servant to
transgress his proper bounds — whether it is
something worshipped, followed, or obeyed. The

tawaghlt are many, and their heads are five:

e Iblls — may Allah curse him.

e Whoever is worshipped while he is pleased
with it.

e Whoever calls people to worship himself.

e Whoever claims any knowledge of the
unseen.

e And whoever rules by other than what Allah

has revealed.

The evidence is the statement of Allah, the Most
High: "There is no compulsion in religion.
Verily, the right path has become distinct
the

disbelieves

from wrong path. So whoever
in Taghlt (false gods) and
believes in Allah has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold that will never break.
And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing."

(Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:256)

This is the meaning of "La ilgha illa Allah" (There
is no deity worthy of worship except Allah).

In the Hadith, the Prophet € said: "The head of
the matter is Islam, its pillar is prayer, and its
highest peak is Jihaad in the cause of Allah."

And Allah knows best. May peace and blessings
be upon Muhammad, his family, and his

companions.
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	الأصل الأول
	The first principle

	الأصل الثاني
	the second principle

	وَدَلِيلُ شَهَادَةِ أَنَّ مُحَمَّدًا رَسُولُ اللَّهِ قَوْلُهُ تَعَالَى:
	﴿قَدْ جَاءَكُمْ رَسُولٌ مِنْ أَنْفُسِكُمْ عَزِيزٌ عَلَيْهِ مَا عَنِتُّمْ حَرِيصٌ عَلَيْكُمْ بِالْمُؤْمِنِينَ رَؤُوفٌ رَحِيمٌ﴾.
	وَمَعْنَى شَهَادَةِ أَنَّ مُحَمَّدًا رَسُولُ اللَّهِ:
	طَاعَتُهُ فِيمَا أَمَرَ،
	وَتَصْدِيقُهُ فِيمَا أَخْبَرَ،
	وَاجْتِنَابُ مَا عَنْهُ نَهَى وَزَجَرَ،
	وَأَنْ لَا يُعْبَدَ اللَّهُ إِلَّا بِمَا شَرَعَ.
	وَدَلِيلُ الصَّلَاةِ، وَالزَّكَاةِ، وَتَفْسِيرُ التَّوْحِيدِ: قَوْلَهُ تَعَالَى:  ﴿وَمَا أُمِرُوا إِلاَّ لِيَعْبُدُوا اللَّهَ مُخْلِصِينَ لَهُ الدِّينَ حُنَفَاءَ وَيُقِيمُوا الصَّلاةَ وَيُؤْتُوا الزَّكَاةَ وَذَلِكَ دِينُ الْقَيِّمَةِ﴾.
	وَدَلِيلُ الصِّيَامِ قَوْلَهُ تَعَالَى: ﴿ياأَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا كُتِبَ عَلَيْكُمُ الصِّيَامُ كَمَا كُتِبَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِنْ قَبْلِكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ﴾.
	وَدَلِيلُ الحَجِّ قَوْلَهُ تَعَالَى: ﴿وَلِلَّهِ عَلَى النَّاسِ حِجُّ الْبَيْتِ مَنِ اسْتَطَاعَ إِلَيْهِ سَبِيلاً وَمَنْ كَفَرَ فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ غَنِيٌّ عَنِ الْعَالَمِينَ﴾.
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