Srralias f“*u SR GESY

T he (Sl’grﬂpOSfS of the
“Propagated Ounnah

for the Creed of the Oaved and Aided Group

Sheikh Haafidh Ibn Ahmed ‘Alee Al-Hakamee
(d.1377Hijrah. May Allaab Have Mercy on Him)

200 Questions & Answers
on the Creed of the Saved Sect

-ROUGH DRAFT-
-PERSONAL USE ONLY- _

AL-KUTTAB AS-SALAFY

AL-KUTTAB MEDIA
TRANSLATIONS




)
/W

¥ o o Kl il 54 CD Oyt i 19588 el 28 55015 il g (5 sl 3l T ol Sy
W3 Fhs (7 sE . & 3Tz oW as e)oos 17 8 AfN Ao [T T TP N L S I RS PR P IR
§O5mmnS o i35 057859 155w oA 23T B3 SRR B AT 345 (D Ol il bk Aad aly Sl (b
Jr=y Y]

“All praise be to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth and made the
darkness and the light. Yet those who disbelieve hold others as equal with their
Lord. He it is Who has created you from clay, and then has decreed a stated
term (for you to die). And there is with Him another determined term (for you
to be resurrected), yet you doubt (in the Resurrection). And He is Allah (to be
worshipped alone) in the heavens and on the earth. He knows what you conceal

and what you reveal, and He knows what you earn.” [al-An‘am 6:1-3]
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I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone with no
partner; the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need. “He begets not,
nor was He begotten. And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him.”
[al-Ikhlas 112:3—4]
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“Nay, but Allah is the only one worthy of worship. All that is in the heavens and
the earth belongs to Him. All are obedient to Him. The Originator of the
heavens and the earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it: ‘Be!” —
and it is.” [al-Bagarah 2:116-117]
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“And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses: no choice have they
(in any matter). Glorified is Allah, and exalted above all that they associate (as
partners with Him).” [al-Qasas 28:68]
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“He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while they will be questioned.”
[al-Anbiya’ 21:23]
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And I bear witness that our master and Prophet Muhammad is His slave and messenger,
whom He sent with guidance and the religion of truth to make it prevail over all
religion, even though the polytheists hate it. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him, his family, his Companions — those who judged with justice and acted justly —
and upon those who follow them with excellence, who do not deviate from the Sunnah
nor turn away from it, rather they emulate it, adhere to it, support and oppose for its
sake, stop at its limits, and defend and struggle for it, and upon all who follow their path

and trace their footsteps until the Day they are resurrected. To proceed:
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This is a concise, noble, and beneficial summary — immensely useful — that contains
the principles of the religion and includes the fundamentals of tawhid to which the
messengers called, and through which the scriptures were revealed. There is no salvation
for anyone who adheres to a religion other than it. It guides and directs to the clear

white path and the evident way of truth.
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I have explained in it matters of faith and its characteristics, and what negates all of it or
diminishes its completeness. I have mentioned each issue along with its evidence so its
matter may become clear, its reality revealed, and its path manifest. I limited it to the
methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Ittiba“ (people of the Sunnah and adherence), and I
omitted the statements of the people of desires and innovation, as they are not

mentioned except to refute them and shoot the arrows of Sunnah at them.
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The noble imams have already taken on the task of exposing their flaws, and authored
independent works in refutation and distancing them. For indeed, opposites are
recognized by their opposites and defined by identifying their criteria and limits. When
the sun rises, there is no need to argue for daylight, and once the truth becomes evident

and clear, nothing remains thereafter but misguidance.
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[ arranged it in a question-and-answer format so that the student may awaken and pay
attention, and then followed it with an answer that makes the matter clear and removes
ambiguity. I named it: “The Signposts of the Propagated Sunnah for the Creed of

the Saved and Victorious Group.”
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[ ask Allah to make it sincerely for His Noble Face, and to benefit us with what we have
learned, and teach us what will benefit us — a grace and bounty from Him. Indeed, He
1s capable of all things, and He is Kind and All-Aware with His servants. To Him is the
return and destination. He is our Protector — how excellent a Protector and how

excellent a Supporter.
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Q1: “What 1s the first obligation upon the servants?”
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A1: The first obligation upon the servants is to know the matter for which Allah created them, took a
covenant from them for, sent His Messengers to them with it, and revealed His Books to them about
it. For its sake, the world and the Hereafter, Paradise and Hell were created. Through it, the Inevitable
Day (Al-Haqqgah) will be established, and the Event (Al-Wagqi‘ah) will occur. In regard to it, the scales
will be set up, and the records will be scattered. Based on it, wretchedness and happiness will be

determined, and according to it, the lights will be distributed. “And he for whom Allah has not
appointed light, for him there is no light.” [An-Nur: 40]
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Q2: What is that matter for which Allah created the creation?

[ra - va o] 4650 ¥ 2487 505 Gady ) WAWES W (FA) Gue¥ di Bs (o3d5 gt Glls g @ Jw ) J6 1

A2: Allah the Most High said: “And We created not the heavens and the earth, and all that is
between them, for mere play. We created them not except with truth, but most of them
know not.” [Ad-Dukhan: 38-39]
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And the Most High said: “And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between

them without purpose! That is the consideration of those who disbelieve.” [Sad: 27]
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And the Most High said: “And Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth, and so that
each person may be recompensed for what he has earned, and they will not be wronged.”
[Al-Jathiyah: 22]
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And the Most High said: “And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they
should worship Me (Alone).” [Adh-Dhariyat: 56]
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Q3: What is the meaning of “the servant” (al-"abd)?
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A3: If what is meant by “the servant” is al-mu‘abbad — that is, one who is humbled and
subjugated — then this meaning includes all created beings: from the upper and lower
worlds, the rational and irrational, the moist and the dry, the mobile and the still, the
visible and the hidden, the believer and the disbeliever, the righteous and the wicked,
and others. All of them are created by Allah, sustained by Him, subjugated by His will,
governed by His decree. Each of them has a set limit and boundary, and each runs its
course for an appointed term which it cannot exceed by even an atom’s weight. “That
is the Decree of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.” [Al-An‘dm: 96] All of this is
under the arrangement of the Just and All-Wise.
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But if what is meant by “the servant” is the worshipper, the loving, humbled one, then
this 1s exclusive to the believers — those honored servants of His and His pious allies,

upon whom there shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
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Q4: What is worship (‘ibadah)?
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A4: Worship is a comprehensive term for everything that Allah loves and is pleased with
— of words and deeds, apparent and hidden — along with disavowal of whatever

contradicts or nullifies it.
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Q5: When does an action become worship?
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A5: When two elements are perfected in it: complete love and complete humility. Allah
said: “But those who believe love Allah more (than anything else).” [Al-Baqarah:
165]
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And He said: “Verily! Those who live in awe for fear of their Lord.” [Al-
Mu’minun: 57]
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And Allah combined both in His statement: “Verily! They used to hasten on to do
good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble
themselves before Us.” [Al-Anbiya: 90]
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Q6: What is the sign that a servant loves his Lord, the Mighty and Majestic?
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A6: Its sign 1s that he loves what Allah loves and hates what displeases Him. So he fulfills
His commandments, avoids His prohibitions, allies with His allies, and shows enmity
toward His enemies. Thus, the strongest bond of faith is loving for Allah’s sake and
hating for His sake.
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Q7: How did the servants know what Allah loves and is pleased with?
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A7: They came to know that through Allah’s sending of messengers and revelation of
scriptures — commanding what He loves and is pleased with, and forbidding what He
hates and disapproves of. With that, His decisive proof was established upon them, and
His perfect wisdom became manifest. Allah said: “Messengers as bearers of good
news as well as of warning in order that mankind should have no plea against
Allah after the (coming of) the Messengers.” [An-Nisa: 165]
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And He said: “Say (O Muhammad): If you (really) love Allah then follow me,
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.” [Aal Tmran: 31]
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Q8: How many are the conditions of worship?
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AS8: Three:
1. Truthfulness of resolve — this is a condition for the existence of the act.
2. Sincerity of intention.
3. Conformity to the legislation (Shar’), which Allah has commanded to be followed —

these last two are conditions for its acceptance.
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Q9: What is truthfulness of resolve?
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A9: It is to abandon laziness and complacency and to exert eftort so that one’s words are
confirmed by one’s actions. Allah the Most High said: “O you who believe! Why do
you say that which you do not do? (2) Most hateful it is with Allah that you say
that which you do not do.” [As-Saft: 2-3]
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Q10: What is the Meaning of Sincerity of Intention?
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A10: It means that the servant’s goal in all of his words and deeds — both apparent and
hidden — 1is to seek the Face of Allah alone. Allah the Exalted said: “And they were
commanded not, but that they should worship Allah, and worship none but
Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him), and perform the

prayers, and give the Zakat: and that is the right religion.” [Al-Bayyinah: 5]
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And He said: “And he has no favor from anyone to be paid back — except to
seek the Countenance of his Lord, the Most High.” [Al-Layl: 19-20]
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And He said: “We feed you seeking only the Face of Allah. We do not seek any

reward, nor any thanks from you.” [Al-Insan: 9]
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And He said: “Whoever desires the harvest of the Hereafter, We increase his
harvest; and whoever desires the harvest of this world, We give him thereof,

and he has no portion in the Hereafter.” [Ash-Shura: 20]And other than that from

the verses.
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Q11: What is the legislation that Allah has commanded not to be worshipped except by
1t?
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A11: It 1s the Hanffiyyah — the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham), peace be upon him.
Allah the Blessed and Exalted said: “Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.” [Aal

Tmran: 19]
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And He said: “Do they seek other than the religion of Allah while to Him
submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly?”
[Aal Tmran: 83|

[V sl dhend dio o ) faati) dle 2 L35 gk 1 s JGy

And He said: “And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim except him
who fools himself?”” [Al-Bagarah: 130]
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And He said: “And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be
accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.” [Aal Tmran:
85]
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And He said: “Or have they partners with Allah who have legislated for them in religion
that which Allah has not permitted?” [Ash-Shura: 21] and many other verses.
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Q12: How many levels does the religion of Islam have?
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A12: It has three levels: Islam, Iman, and Thsan. Each of them, when mentioned alone,

encompasses the entirety of the religion.
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Q13: What is the meaning of Islam?
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A13: It means submission to Allah with Tawheed, compliance to Him in obedience, and

to be free of shirk (polytheism). Allah said: “And who is better in religion than one
who submiits his face to Allah.” [An-Nisa: 125]
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And He said: “And whosoever submits his face to Allah while he is a doer of
good has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.” [Lugman: 22]
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And He said: “So your god is One God, so submit to Him and give glad tidings
to the humble.” [Al-Hajj: 34]
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Q14: What is the evidence that Islam, when mentioned alone, includes the entire
religion?
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A14: Allah said: “Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.” [Aal Tmran: 19]
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And the Prophet €& said: “Islam began as something strange and it will return to

being strange as it began.”
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And he € said: “The best form of Islam is Belief in Allah.” And other narrations
besides these.
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Q15: What is the evidence for defining Islam by its five pillars in detail?
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A15: It is the statement of the Prophet ££ in the hadith where Jibril (Gabriel) asked him
about the Religion: “Islam is to testify that there is none worthy of worship but
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to establish the prayer, to
give zakah, to fast Ramadan, and to perform Hajj to the House if you are able

todoso.”
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And his €% statement: “Islam is built upon five.” In which he mentioned the same
acts, though he placed Hajj before fasting Ramadan. Both narrations are found in the

authentic collections (al-SahThayn).
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Q16: What is the place of the two testimonies in the religion?
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A16: The servant does not enter into the religion except through them. Allah the Most
High said: “Omnly those are the believers who believe in Allah and His
Messenger.” [An-Nur: 62]
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And the Prophet € said: “I have been commanded to fight the people until they

testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allah and that Muhammad is

His slave and Messenger...” And there are many other narrations.
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Q17: What is the evidence for the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah?
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A17: A: The evidence for the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah is the statement of Allah: “Allah bears witness that La ilaha ill-Allah (none
has the right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having
knowledge (also give this witness); (He always) maintains His creation in justice.
La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the All-Mighty,
the All-Wise.” [Aal Tmran 3:18]
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And His statement: “So know (O Muhammad #£) that La ilaha ill-Allah (none has
the right to be worshipped but Allah)...” [Muhammad 47:19]
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And His statement: “...And La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah)...” [Aal Tmran 3:62]
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And His statement: “No son (did Allah beget), nor is there any ilah (god) along
with Him. (If there had been many gods), behold, each god would have taken
away what he had created, and some would have tried to overcome others!
Glorified is Allah above all that they attribute to Him!” [Al-Mu'minun 23:91]
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And His statement: “Say (O Muhammad #££): If there had been other gods along
with Him as they assert, then they would certainly have sought out a way to the
Lord of the Throne.” [Al-Isra 17:42] — and other similar verses.
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Q18: What 1s the meaning of the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah?
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A18: Its meaning is to negate the right of worship from everything besides Allah, and to
affirm it solely for Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — with no partner in His worship,
just as He has no partner in His dominion. Allah the Most High said: “That is because
Allah: He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no partners
or rivals with Him), and those besides Him whom they invoke are but
falsehood, and that Allah: He is the Most High, the Most Great.” [Al-Hajj 22:62]
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Q19: What are the conditions of the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped

except Allah — without which it does not benefit its utterer?
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A19: Its conditions are seven:
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The First: Knowledge of its meaning, both in negation and affirmation.
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The Second: Certainty in the heart regarding it.
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The Third: Submission to it outwardly and inwardly.
Aplatiog Ll oo L 5 D6 Lgd Jsudl 1agl )
The Fourth: Acceptance of it, without rejecting any of its requirements or implications.
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The Fifth: Sincerity in it.
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The Sixth: Truthfulness from the depth of the heart, not just by the tongue.
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The Seventh: Love for it, and for its people, and allegiance and enmity based upon it.
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Q20: What is the evidence for the condition of knowledge (ilm) from the Qur’an and

Sunnah?
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A20: A: Allah the Most High said: “Except him who bears witness to the truth.”
(1.e. none has the right to be worshipped but Allah), “and they know.” (in their hearts
the meaning of La ilaha ill-Allah).” [Az-Zukhrut 43:86] “...While they know (the
truth).” Meaning: They know in their hearts the meaning of what their tongues have

spoken — (namely, the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah.)
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And the Prophet £¢ said: “Whoever dies while knowing that none has the right to
be worshipped but Allah shall enter Paradise.”
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Q21: What is the evidence for the condition of certainty (yaqin) from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah?
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A21: The statement of Allah the Almighty: “Only those are the believers who have
believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not but strive with
their wealth and their lives for the Cause of Allah. Those! They are the
truthful.” [Al-Hujurat 49:15]
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And the statement of the Prophet £%: “I bear witness that none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah and that I am the Messenger of Allah. No servant meets
Allah with these two (testimonies), having no doubt in them, except he will

enter Paradise.”
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And the Prophet €% said to AbU Hurayrah: “Whoever you meet beyond this wall
who testifies that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, with certainty

in his heart, then give him the glad tidings of Paradise.” Both are narrated in
Sahth Muslim.
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Q22: What 1s the evidence for the condition of compliance (inqiyad) from the Qur’an
and the Sunnah?
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A22: Allah the Most High said: “And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allah
[i.e. (follows Allah’s Religion of Islamic Monotheism) sincerely], and he is a
Mubhsin (good-doer — i.e. performs good deeds totally for Allah’s sake without
any show-off or to gain praise or fame and in accordance with the Sunnah of
Allah’s Messenger Muhammad #), then he has grasped the most trustworthy
handhold [La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah)].”
[Lugman 31:22]
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And the Prophet € said: “None of you (truly) believes until his desires are in

accordance with what I have brought.”

stk
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Q23: What 1s the evidence for the condition of acceptance (qabdl) from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah?
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A23: Allah the Most High said regarding those who did not accept it: “(It will be said):
Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions (from the
devils) and what they used to worship.” [As-Saffat 37:22] until His statement:
“Truly, they used to be proud when it was said to them: La ilaha ill-Allah
(none has the right to be worshipped but Allah)! And were saying: Are we going
to abandon our aliha (gods) for the sake of a mad poet?” [As-Saftat 37:35-36]

U sl sladl B 25 Lo 0SS Loyl DLl iUl Codll JeS Wlally skl oo av alll gy Lo o oHE 1 s,
o Wil T A W Clely ey Ishag 1aipid el 4 dlll @i clall CSlsl ol g OIS Sd1 il
Loy Sl adp o (o Joog ooy ohad a alll gitmy Lo dmiig all) s B ad oo Jio IS SIS s Wy clo s Y Olad

RETROVWI JURT PV REXTR W]

And the Prophet £ said: “The example of the guidance and knowledge with
which Allah has sent me is like abundant rain falling on the earth. Some of it
was fertile soil that absorbed the water and brought forth vegetation and grass
in abundance. Another portion of it was hard and held the water; Allah
benefited the people with it and they drank, gave to others to drink, and used it
for irrigation. And a portion of it was barren, neither held the water nor
brought forth vegetation. That is the example of the one who comprehends
Allah’s religion and benefits (from the message) with which Allah sent me and
learns and teaches it, and the example of the one who neither raises his head

with it nor accepts Allah’s guidance with which I was sent.”
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Q24: What is the evidence for the requirement of sincerity (1tkhlas) from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah?
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A24: Allah the Most High said: “Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience)
is for Allah only.” [Az-Zumar 39:3]
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And He said: “So worship Allah (Alone) by doing religious deeds sincerely for

Allah’s sake only, (and not to show off, and not to set up rivals with Him in
worship).” [Az-Zumar 39:2]
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And the Prophet €¢ said: “The happiest of people with my intercession on the Day

of Resurrection will be the one who says: La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right
to be worshipped but Allah), sincerely from his heart.”
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And the Prophet € said: “Indeed, Allah has forbidden the Fire for the one who
says: La ilaha ill-Allah, seeking thereby the Face of Allah.”
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Q25: What is the evidence for the condition of truthfulness (Sidq) from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah?
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A25: Allah the Most High said: “Alif~-Lam-MIm. Do people think that they will be
left alone because they say: ‘We believe,” and will not be tested. And We indeed
tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly make (it) known

(the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make (it) known (the
falsehood of) those who are liars.” [Al-‘Ankab(t 29:1-3]

W e Al an e VL AdB e Buo Alll Jguy Tuoous Ofg Al Y1 ) Y OF ugdy dol e W' EE 1
And the Prophet €& said: “No one bears witness that none has the right to be

worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah —
truthfully from his heart — except that Allah forbids the Fire for him.”
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And he € said to the Bedouin man whom he had taught the obligations of Islam — and

the man said: “By Allah, I will neither add to this nor diminish anything from it.” So the
Messenger of Allah €% said: “He has succeeded, if he is truthful.”
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Q26: What is the evidence for the requirement of love (mahabbah) from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah?
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A26: Allah the Most High said: “O you who believe! Whoever from among you
turns back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He will
love and they will love Him...” [Al-Ma’idah 5:54]
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And the Prophet € said: “There are three qualities whoever possesses them will
taste the sweetness of faith: that Allah and His Messenger are more beloved to
him than anything else; that he loves a person and does not love him except for
the sake of Allah; and that he hates to return to disbelief after Allah has rescued

him from it just as he would hate to be thrown into the Fire.”
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Q27: What is the evidence for Allegiance (al-Wal@’) to Allah and enmity (al-Bara’) for
His sake?

ddis 86 1500 158 oy ekt T e el syl o 10 3 VT Gl T G s e 0 G
W 5T ) [0 saastd] 1T uldis gty 185 Wi i ) [ austal]

A27: Allah the Almighty said: “O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the
Christians as Auliya’ (friends, protectors, helpers), they are but Auliya’ of each
other. And if any amongst you takes them as Auliya’, then surely he is one of
them.” [Al-Ma’idah 5:51] until His statement: “Verily, your Wall (protector or
helper) is none other than Allah, His Messenger, and the believers” [Al-Ma’idah
5:55]
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And He said: “O you who believe! Take not for Auliyd’ (supporters or
protectors) your fathers and your brothers if they prefer disbelief to Belief.” [At-
Tawbah 9:23]
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And He said: “You (O Muhammad £) will not find any people who believe in
Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with those who oppose Allah and
His Messenger” [Al-Mujadilah 58:22]
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And He said: “O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies (i.e.

disbelievers and polytheists, etc.) as friends” [Al-Mumtahanah 60:1] — until the

end of the sOrah. And many other similar verses.
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Q28: What is the evidence for the testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
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A28: The statement of Allah the Most High: “Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor
on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad ) from
among themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur’an), and purifying
them (from sins by their following him), and instructing them (in) the Book (the
Qur’an) and Al-Hikmah [the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet €], while
before that they had been in manifest error.” [Al Tmran 3:164]
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And His statement: “Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad
4%) from among yourselves (i.e. whom you know well). It grieves him that you
should receive any injury or difficulty. He (Muhammad ££) is anxious over you
(to be rightly guided, to repent to Allah, and beg Him to pardon and forgive
your sins in order that you may enter Paradise and be saved from the Hell-fire),
for the believers (he £ is) full of pity, kind, and merciful.” [At-Tawbah 9:128]
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And His statement: “Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger...” [Al-
Munafiqln 63:1] — and many other verses.
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Q29: What 1s the meaning of the testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
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A29: It is the firm Belief, from the depth of the heart, in agreement with what is uttered
by the tongue, that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger to all mankind, both humans

3

and jinn: “...as a witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner, and as one
who invites to Allah by His Leave, and as a lamp spreading light.” [Al-Ahzab

33:45-46]
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So it is obligatory to believe him in all that he informed of concerning past events and
future occurrences, and in what he declared lawful and unlawful. One must comply and
submit to all that he commanded, abstain from what he forbade, follow his Shari‘ah,
adhere to his Sunnah — in private and in public, be content with his rulings and fully

submit to them.
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Obedience to him is obedience to Allah, and disobedience to him is disobedience to
Allah — because he conveyed Allah’s message. Allah did not take his soul until He had
completed the religion through him and fulfilled the clear delivery of the message. He €2
left his Ummah upon the clear, white path — its night like its day — none deviates from
it after him except that he 1s destroyed. There are detailed issues under this subject which

will come, if Allah wills.
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Q30: What are the conditions of the testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah €2, and is the first testimony accepted without them?
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A30: We have already mentioned that the servant does not enter into the religion except
with these two testimonies, and that they are inseparable. So the conditions of the first

testimony are conditions for the second, just as they are conditions for the first.
ek
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Q31: What is the evidence for (the obligation of) Salah (prayer) and Zakah (charity)?
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A32: Allah the Most High said: “But if they repent and perform As-Salat (Igamat—
as—Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their way free.” [At-Tawbah 9:5]
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And He said: “But if they repent, perform As—Salat (Igqamat-as—Salat), and give
Zakat, then they are your brethren in religion.” [At-Tawbah 9:11]
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And He said: “And they were commanded not, but that they should worship
Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to
Him), and perform As-Salat (Igqamat-as—Salat), and give Zakat: and that is the
right religion.” [Al-Bayyinah 98:5] — and other verses.
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Q33: What is the evidence for fasting (Sawm)?
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A33: Allah the Most High said: “O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you...” [Al-Bagarah 2:183]
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And He said: “...So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month
(of Ramadan), he must observe Saum (fasts) that month...” [Al-Baqarah 2:185] — and

other verses.
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And in the Hadith of the Bedouin: “Tell me what Allah has made obligatory upon me of

tasting.” The Prophet £¢ said: “The month of Ramadan, unless you do something
voluntary.” (The Hadith)
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Q34: What is the evidence for Hajj (pilgrimage)?
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A34: Allah the Most High said: “And perform properly (i.e. all the ceremonies
according to the ways of Prophet Muhammad ), the Hajj and ‘Umrah (i.e. the
pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allah.” [Al-Baqarah 2:196]
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And He said: “And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a duty
that mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one’s
conveyance, provision and residence); and whoever disbelieves [i.e. denies
Hajj], then he is a disbeliever of Allah, then Allah stands not in need of any of
the ‘Alamin (mankind and jinns).” [Al Imran 3:97]
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And the Prophet € said: “Indeed, Allah has prescribed Hajj upon you.” — The
Hadith is in the SahThayn, and the Hadith of Jibril and “Islam is built upon five.” has

preceded — and many other evidences.
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Q35: What is the ruling upon one who denies any of these (pillars), or acknowledges

them but arrogantly refuses to perform them?
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A35: He 1s killed as a disbeliever, like others who deny and arrogantly reject (the truth),
such as Iblis and Pharaoh.
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Q36: What is the ruling on someone who affirms the five pillars of Islam but abandons

them out of laziness or misinterpretation?
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A36: As for Salah (Prayer): Whoever delays it beyond its appointed time in this manner
1s to be asked to repent. If he repents, it is accepted. If he does not, he is executed as a
legal punishment (hadd) based on the verse: “But if they repent and perform As-
Salat (Igamat-as—Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their way free.” [At-Tawbah
9:5]
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And the Hadith: “I have been commanded to fight the people...” — and other

similar reports.
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As for Zakah (Charity): If the one who withholds it is weak and has no strength or
tollowing, the Imam takes it from him by force and disciplines him by taking a portion
of his wealth as well, based on the Hadith: “Whoever withholds it, we will take it
from him along with half of his property.”

A oy wlwally S gl aady by 2L CuslVlg S Lagsy o oI pLY) Jo oy 3550 1)y delex 158701

If they are a group with strength and resistance, it is obligatory on the Imam to fight
them until they pay it — based on the previously mentioned verses and ahadith, and the
action of Ab(l Bakr and the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them all).
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As for Sawm (Fasting): Nothing specific has been narrated (regarding worldly
punishment), but the Imam or his deputy may discipline such a person in a way that

deters him and others like him.
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As for Hajj (Pilgrimage): The entire lifespan of the servant is its time frame; it does not
expire except with death. It is obligatory to hasten to it, and a severe warning in the
Hereafter has come regarding negligence in it, though no specific worldly punishment

has been reported.
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Q37: What is Iman (Faith)?
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A37: Iman is statement and action: The statement of the heart and tongue, and the

action of the heart, tongue, and limbs. It increases with obedience and decreases with

sin. Its people vary in degrees.
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Q38: What is the evidence that it is statement and action?
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A38: Allah the Most High said: “But Allah has endeared the Faith to you and has
beautified it in your hearts...” [Al-Hujurat 49.7]
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And He said: “...So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad £)...” [Al-
Araf 7:158] — and this is the meaning of the two testimonies, without which a servant
does not enter the religion. They are: From the action of the heart (Belief), and from the

action of the tongue (speech), and they are not beneficial unless both are in agreement.
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And He said: “And Allah would never make your faith to be lost.” [Al-Baqarah
2:143] 1.e. your prayers oftered towards Jerusalem before the change of the Qiblah. He
named the whole prayer “Iman”, which includes the action of the heart, the tongue,

and the limbs.
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Also, the Prophet € called jihad, standing in prayer during Laylat al-Qadr, fasting
Ramadan and standing for its night prayers, and paying the obligatory one-fifth (khums)
— all of it he called Iman.
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And the Prophet £ was asked: “Which deeds are best?” He said: “Faith in Allah and

His Messenger.”
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Q39: What is the evidence that Iman increases and decreases?
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A39: The statement of Allah the Most High: “...that they may grow more in Faith
(Iman) along with their (present) Faith.” [Al-Fath 48:4]
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And His statement: “...and We increased them in guidance.” [Al-Kahf 18:13]
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And His statement: “And Allah increases in guidance those who walk aright.”
[Maryam 19:76]
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And His statement: “While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their
guidance...” [Muhammad 47:17]
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And His statement: “...and that those who believe may increase in Faith (Iman).”
[Al-Muddaththir 74:31]
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And His statement: “...It (this SQrah) increased their Faith (Imdn), and they
rejoice.” [At-Tawbah 9:124]
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And His statement: “...but it (only) increased them in Faith (Iman)...” [Al Tmran
3:173]
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And His statement: “...and it only added to their Faith (Im&dn) and to their
submissiveness (to Allah).” [Al-Ahzab 33:22] — and other similar verses.
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And the Prophet €% said: “If you were to remain in the same state as you are when you
are with me, the angels would shake hands with you.”

(or as he €& said)
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Q40: What is the evidence that the people of Iman (faith) vary in their levels within it?
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A40: Allah the Most High said: “And those foremost (in Faith) will be foremost (in
Paradise). These will be those nearest to Allah.” [Al-Waqiah 56:10-11] until,
“And those on the Right Hand — who will be those on the Right Hand?” [Al-
Wagqi'ah 56:27]
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And He said: “Then if he (the deceased person) be of the Muqarrabln (those
brought near to Allah), (there is for him) rest and provision, and a Garden of
delights. And if he be of those on the Right Hand, then (there is safety and
peace for him) from those on the Right Hand.” [Al-W3aqi‘ah 56:88-91]
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And He said: “Then We gave the Book (the Qur’an) for inheritance to such of
Our slaves whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong themselves,
and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of them are some who

are, by Allah’s Leave, foremost in good deeds.” [Fatir 35:32] — and other verses.
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And in the Hadith of intercession: “Allah will take out from the Fire those who
have in their hearts the weight of a dinar of faith. Then He will take out those
who have in their hearts the weight of half a dinar of faith.”
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And in another narration: “He will bring out from the Fire one who said: La ilaha
ill-Allah, and had in his heart goodness equal to the weight of a barley grain.
Then He will bring out from the Fire one who said: La ilaha ill-Allah, and had
in his heart goodness equal to the weight of a wheat grain. Then He will bring
out from the Fire one who said: La ilaha ill-Allah, and had in his heart

goodness equal to the weight of an atom.”
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Q41: What is the evidence that Iman (faith), when mentioned generally, encompasses

the whole religion?
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A41: The Prophet € said in the Hadith of the delegation of ‘Abd al-Qays: “I
command you to have faith (Imdn) in Allah alone.” Then he said: “Do you know
what faith in Allah alone means?” They said: “Allah and His Messenger know
best.” He € said: “(It is) to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; to establish the prayer, to
pay the zakat, and to give one—fifth (khums) from the war booty.”
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Q42: What is the evidence that Iman is defined by the six pillars when mentioned in
detail?
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A42: Tt 1s the statement of the Prophet €& when Jibrll (Gabriel) asked him: “Tell me
about Iman (faith).” He #& replied: “It is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in al-Qadr (Divine Decree), its good and its

evil.”
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Q43: What is the collective evidence for the six pillars of Im3n from the Qur’an?
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A43: Allah the Most High said: “It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each
and every act of obedience to Allah) that you turn your faces towards east and
(or) west (in prayers); but Al-Birr is (the quality of) the one who believes in
Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, and the Prophets...” [Al-Baqarah
2:177]
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And He said: “Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine
Preordainment).” [Al-Qamar 54:49] And we shall mention, if Allah wills, evidence for
each of them individually.

Seskesksksk

¢ oy 5o AUl Ol ins Lo ;g

Q44: What is the meaning of Belief in Allah, the Mighty and Majestic?
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A44: Tt is the firm Belief from the depth of the heart in the existence of His Essence,
Exalted 1s He, He is the One whose existence was not preceded by nonexistence, nor
followed by an end. He is: “The First (nothing is before Him), and the Last (nothing is
after Him), the Most High (nothing is above Him), and the Most Near (nothing is nearer
than Him).”
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Sustaining, the One and Only, the Self-Sufficient: “He
begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none co-equal or comparable
unto Him.” [Al-Ikhlas 112:3—4] And it includes singling Him out in His divinity
(ulOhiyyah), lordship (rubUbiyyah), and names and attributes (al-asma’ was-sifat).
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Q45: What is TawhTd al-UlGhiyyah (Oneness of Worship)?
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A45: It 1s to single out Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — with all types of worship,
both outward and inward, in speech and action, and to negate worship from all others

besides Allah, no matter who they may be.
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As the Most High said: “And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him.” [Al-Isra’ 17:23]

[¥7 eld] 485 o \,f,..., Y5 i 9 gds 1 s JUy

And He said: “Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship.” [An-Nisa@’
4:36]
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And He said: “Verily! I am Allah! La ilaha illa Ana (none has the right to be
worshipped but I), so worship Me, and perform As-Salat for My
remembrance.” [Taha 20:14] — and other verses. This is what is fulfilled by the
testimony: La ilaha illa Allah — “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”
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Q46: What is the opposite of Tawhid al-Ulghiyyah (Oneness of Worship)?
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A46: Its opposite is shirk (polytheism), and it is of two types: Major shirk (shirk akbar):
which completely nullifies Tawhid. Minor shirk (shirk asghar): which negates its

perfection.
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Q47: What is major shirk (shirk akbar)?
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A47: It is when a servant takes a rival besides Allah — treating him as equal to the Lord
of all worlds — loving him as one loves Allah, fearing him like the fear of Allah, seeking
refuge in him, calling upon him, fearing him, hoping in him, directing desires toward
him, and relying upon him. Or obeying him in disobedience to Allah, or following him
in what displeases Allah — and other such acts. Allah the Most High said: “Verily,
Allah does not forgive that partners should be set up with Him in worship, but
He forgives lesser than that (anything else) to whom He wills; and whoever sets
up partners with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin.”
[An-Nisa’ 4:48]
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And He said: “Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, he has
indeed strayed far away.” [An-Nisa’ 4:116]
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And He said: “Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, then
Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode.” [Al-
Ma’idah 5:72]
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And He said: “...and whoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, it is as if he
had fallen from the sky and the birds had snatched him, or the wind had thrown
him to a far-off place.” [Al-Hajj 22:31] — and other verses.
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And the Prophet €% said: “The right of Allah upon His slaves is that they worship
Him and do not associate anything with Him; and the right of the slaves upon
Allah is that He will not punish the one who does not associate anything with
Him.” (Agreed upon in al-SahThayn)
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This form of shirk expels a person from the religion, whether it is committed openly,
like the polytheists of Quraysh and others, or secretly, like the hypocrites who outwardly
display Islam but inwardly conceal disbelief.
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Allah the Most High said: “Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth
(grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find for them. Except those who repent,
do righteous good deeds, hold fast to Allah, and purify their religion for Allah
— such are with the believers...” [An-Nisa’ 4:145-146] — and other verses.
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Q48: What is minor shirk (shirk agghar)?
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A48: It 1s the subtle form of showing oft (riya’) — entering into the beautification of an
act that is intended for Allah alone. Allah the Most High said: “So whoever hopes for

the Meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as a
partner in the worship of his Lord.” [Al-Kaht 18:110)]
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And the Prophet £¢ said: “The thing I fear most for you is minor shirk.” He was
asked about it and said: “Showing off (riya’).” Then he explained it his statement: “A
man stands to pray and beautifies his prayer when he sees another man looking

at him.”
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Among the examples of minor shirk is swearing by other than Allah, such as swearing by
one’s fathers, rivals, the Ka'bah, trustworthiness, and so on. The Prophet £ said: “Do

not swear by your fathers, nor by your mothers, nor by your rivals (false gods).”
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And he € said: “Do not say: ‘By the Ka'bah’ but say: ‘By the Lord of the
Ka'bah.””
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And he €& said: “Do not swear except by Allah.”
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And he € said: “Whoever swears by al-amanabh (trust), is not one of us.”
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And he €& said: “Whoever swears by other than Allah has committed disbelief or

shirk.” — And in another narration: “...has committed shirk.”
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Also, from minor shirk is statement phrases like: “What Allah and you will,” The

Prophet €2 told one who uttered such a statement: “Have you made me a partner
with Allah? Rather, say: “What Allah alone wills.””
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And from it is the statement: “Were it not for Allah and you,” or: “I have no one but
Allah and you,” or: “I seek refuge with Allah and you,” and the like.
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And he € said: “Do not say: “What Allah and so-and-so willed,” but say: “What
Allah willed, then what so—and-so willed.””
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The scholars said: It is permissible to say: “Were it not for Allah, then so-and-so,” but it

is not permissible to say: “Were it not for Allah and so-and-so.”
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Q49: What is the difterence between using “and” (wa,) and “then” (thumma,:) in these
phrases?
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A49: Because the conjunction using “wa” (and) implies equality and simultaneity. So,
whoever says, “What Allah and you willed,” has placed the will of the servant on par
with the Will of Allah, making them equal.
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Whereas “thumma” (then) implies sequence and subordination. So, whoever says:
“What Allah willed, then you willed,” has aftirmed that the will of the servant is
subordinate to the Will of Allah and does not occur except after it. As Allah the Most
High said: “And you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills.” [Al-Insan 76:30] The

same applies to other similar phrases.
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Q50: What is TawhTd al-Rub0biyyah (Oneness of Lordship)?
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A50: It 1s the firm aftirmation that Allah, Exalted is He, is the Lord of everything, its
Owner, Creator, Controller, and Disposer. He has no partner in His dominion, no ally
out of weakness, no one can repel His command or overturn His judgment. He has no
rival, no equal, no one similar, and no contender in any aspect of His Lordship or in the
implications of His Names and Attributes. Allah the Most High said: “All the praises
and thanks be to Allah, Who (Alone) created the heavens and the earth, and
originated the darkness and the light.” [Al-An‘am 6:1] In fact, the entire sQrah
affirms this.
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And He said: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).” [Al-Fatihah 1:2]
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And He said: “Say: Who is the Lord of the heavens and the earth? Say: Allah. Say:
Do you then take (for worship) protectors other than Him, such as have no
power either for benefit or for harm to themselves? Say: Is the blind equal to
the one who sees? Or darkness equal to light? Or do they assign to Allah
partners who created the like of His creation so that the creation seemed alike
to them? Say: Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the
Irresistible.” [Ar-Ra'd 13:16]
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And He said: “Allah is He Who created you, then provided food for you, then
will cause you to die, then (again) He will give you life. Is there any of your (so-
called) partners (of Allah) that do anything of that? Glory be to Him! And
Exalted be He above all that they associate (with Him).” [Ar-RUm 30:40]
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And He said: “This is the creation of Allah. So show Me that which those (whom you
worship) besides Him have created.” [Luqgman 31:11]
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And He said: “Were they created by nothing? Or were they themselves the creators?
Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Nay, but they have no firm Belief.”
[At-Tar 52:35-36]
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And He said: “Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them. So
worship Him and be constant and patient in His worship. Do you know of any who

is similar to Him?” [Maryam 19:65]
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And He said: “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-
Seer.” [Ash-Sh(ra 42:11]
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And He said: “And say: All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a
son (has no offspring), and has no partner in (His) dominion, nor is He low to have a

helper. And magnify Him with all magnificence.” [Al-Isra’ 17:111]
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And He said: “Say (O Muhammad #): Call upon those whom you assert (to be
associate gods) besides Allah, they possess not even the weight of an atom, either in
the heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor is there for Him
any supporter from among them. Intercession with Him profits not, except for him
whom He permits. So much so that when fear is banished from their (angels’) hearts,
they (angels) say: "What is it that your Lord has said?" They say: "The truth. And He is
the Most High, the Most Great."” [Saba’ 34:22-23]
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Q51: What is the opposite of Tawh1d al-Rub(biyyah (Oneness of Lordship)?
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A51: It 1s to believe that someone besides Allah — may He be exalted — has control or
authority over anything in the management of the universe, such as creating or
annihilating, giving life or causing death, bringing benefit or repelling harm, or anything
else from the meanings of Lordship. It also includes believing that someone competes
with Allah in the implications of His Names and Attributes, such as knowledge of the
unseen, greatness, majesty, and the like. Allah the Most High said: “Whatever Allah
grants to mankind of mercy, none can withhold it; and whatever He withholds,
none can grant it thereafter. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. O
mankind! Remember the Grace of Allah upon you! Is there any creator other
than Allah who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the earth?” [Fatir 35:2—
3]

And He said: “And if Allah touches you with hurt, there is none who can remove
it but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is none who can repel His
Favor.” [YUnus 10:107]
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And He said: “Have you then considered those (false gods) whom you call upon
besides Allah? If Allah intended me harm, could they remove His harm? Or if
He intended me mercy, could they withhold His mercy? Say: Allah is sufficient
for me. In Him (alone) put their trust those who trust.” [Az-Zumar 39:3§]
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And He said: “And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none
knows them but He.” [AlI-An'am 6:59]
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And He said: “Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the unseen except
Allah.” [An-Naml 27:65]
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And He said: “And they will never encompass anything of His Knowledge except
that which He wills.” [Al-Baqarah 2:255]
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And the Prophet €¢ said: “Allah the Exalted says: ‘Majesty is My lower garment,

and pride is My cloak. Whoever contends with Me regarding one of them, I will
cast him into the Fire.”” — This Hadith is found in Sahth Muslim.
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Q52: What is TawhTd al-Asma’ was-Sifat (Oneness of Allah’s Names and Attributes)?
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A52: It 1s to believe in what Allah — the Most High — has described Himself with in His

Book, and what His Messenger €2 has described Him with: of His Most Beautiful Names and
Lofty Attributes.

15 agetil 5t U pligh @ s i wge b S 3 L (S s WL o s alll e LS (ST sl LS Lyl
[Vy. :ab] %WMQM%V@M’

We aftirm them as they have come, without asking how (bi-1a kayt) — just as Allah has joined
between affirming the attributes and negating any likeness or comprehension of them in many
places in His Book. Among them: “He (Allah) knows what is before them, and what is
behind them, while they will never encompass Him in knowledge.” [Taha 20:110]
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His statement the Most High: “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Seer.” [Ash-ShQra 42:11]
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His statement the Most High: “No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision. He is

the Most Subtle and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.” [Al-An‘am 6:103]

— and other similar verses.
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In the Sunan of at-Tirmidhl, from Ubayy ibn Kab (may Allah be pleased with him), it is
narrated: “When the Prophet € mentioned their (the pagans’) gods, they said to him:
‘Attribute to us the lineage of your Lord!” So Allah revealed: ‘Say: He is Allah, (the) One.
Allah, the Self-Sufficient Master.” [Al-1khlas 112:1-2]
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As-Samad is the One Who: ‘Begets not, nor was He begotten,” because nothing that is born
except that it will die, and everything that dies is inherited. But Allah does not die, nor is He
inherited. ‘And there is none co—equal unto Him,’ meaning: there is no one like Him, no
rival, nothing is similar to Him.”
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Q53: What is the evidence for the Most Beautiful Names (al-asma’ al-husna) from the

Qur’an and the Sunnah?
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A53: Allah the Almighty said: “And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to
Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the company of those who belie or

deny (or utter impious speech against) His Names.” [Al-ATaf 7:180)]
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And He said: “Say (O Muhammad £): Invoke Allah or invoke the Most Gracious
(Ar-Rahman), by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him
belong the Best Names.” [Al-Isra’ 17:110)]
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And He said: “Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped
but He)! To Him belong the Best Names.” [Taha 20:8] — and many other verses.
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And the Prophet £ said: “Indeed, Allah has ninety-nine Names. Whoever
enumerates (and preserves) them will enter Paradise.” (Agreed upon, in Sahth al-
BukharT and Muslim)
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And the Prophet € said: “O Allah, I ask You by every Name that is Yours — with
which You have named Yourself, or revealed in Your Book, or taught to any of
Your creation, or kept with Yourself in the knowledge of the unseen — to

make the Qur’an the spring of my heart...” — (Part of a famous supplication;

narrated by Ahmad and others)
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Q54: What is an example of Allah’s Most Beautiful Names (al-Asma’ al-Husna) from
the Qur’an?
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A54: Among them are His statements: “Verily, Allah is Ever Most High, Most
Great.” [An-Nisa’ 4:34]
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“Verily, Allah is Ever Most Subtle, Well-Acquainted.” [Al-Ahzab 33:34]
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“Verily, He is Ever All-Knowing, All-Able.” [Fatir 35:44]
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“Verily, Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Seer.” [An-Nisa’ 4:58]
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“Verily, Allah is Ever All-Mighty, All-Wise.” [An-Nisa’ 4:56]
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“Verily, Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [An-Nisa’ 4:23]
[V ] €y Coks g S
“Truly, He is full of kindness, the Most Merciful to them.” [At-Tawbah 9:117]
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“And Allah is Rich (Free of all needs), Most Forbearing.” [Al-Baqarah 2:263]
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“Verily, He is the Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.” [HUd 11:73]
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“Verily, my Lord is Guardian over all things.” [HGd 11:57]
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“Verily, my Lord is Near (to all by His Knowledge), Responsive.” [HOd 11:61]
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“Verily, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.” [An-Nisa’ 4:1]
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“And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.” [An-Nis3’ 4:81]
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“And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Reckoner.” [An-Nisa’ 4:6]
[he o] G 53b g8 Je A OS5

“And Allah is Ever All-Able to do (and also an All-Witness to) everything..”
[An-Nisa’ 4:85]
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“That He is Witness over everything.” [Fussilat 41:53]
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“Verily! He it is Who is surrounding all things!” [Fussilat 41:54]
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And He said the Most High, “Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), the Ever Living, the Sustainer of all that exists.” [Al-
Baqarah 2:255]
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And He said the Most High, “He is the First (nothing is before Him), and the Last
(nothing is after Him), the Most High (nothing is above Him), and the Most
Near (nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything.”

[Al-Hadid 57:3]
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And He said the Most High, “He is Allah, beside Whom none has the right to be
worshipped, the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful. (22) He is Allah, beside Whom none has the right
to be worshipped, the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver
of security, the Watcher over His creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the
Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as
partners with Him. (23) He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the
Bestower of forms. To Him belong the Best Names.” [Al-Hashr 59:22—24] — and

many other verses.
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Q55: What is an example of the Most Beautiful Names (al-Asma’ al-Husnad) from the

Sunnah?
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A55: Such as his £¢ statement: “La ilaha illa Allah, al-‘Azim al-Halim (the Most
Great, the Most Forbearing). La ilaha illa Allah, Rabb al-‘Arsh al-‘AzIm (Lord
of the Great Throne). La ilaha illa Allah, Rabb al-samawat wa Rabb al-ard wa
Rabb al-‘Arsh al-KarIm (Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth, and Lord of
the Noble Throne).”
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And his € statement: “Ya Hayy, ya Qayylm, ya Dha al-Jalal wa al-Ikram, ya
Badl® al-samawat wa al-ard (O Ever-Living, O Sustainer, O Possessor of

Majesty and Honor, O Originator of the heavens and the earth).”
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And his € statement: “Bismi-llah alladhT 1a yadurru ma‘a ismihi shay’un fT al-
ard wa-l1a fT al-sama&’, wa Huwa al-SamT‘ al-‘Allm (In the Name of Allah, with
whose Name nothing is harmed on earth or in the heavens, and He is the All-

Hearing, the All-Knowing).”
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And his € statement: “Alldhumma ‘Alim al-ghaybi wa al-shahdda, Fatir al-
samawat wa al-ard, Rabb kulli shay’in wa Malikahu (O Allah, Knower of the

unseen and the seen, Originator of the heavens and the earth, Lord and Owner
of all things).” — [from a long Hadith]
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And his €¢ statement: “Allahumma Rabb al-samawat al-sab‘, wa Rabb al-‘Arsh
al-‘Azim, Rabbana wa Rabba kulli shay’, Faliq al-habbi wa al-nawa, Munazzil
al-Tawrat wa al-Injil wa al-Qur’an, a‘lldhu bika min sharri kulli dhT sharrin
anta akhidhun bi-nasiyatih. Anta al-Awwal fa-laysa qablaka shay’, wa anta al-
Akhir fa-laysa ba‘daka shay’, wa anta al-Zahir fa-laysa fawqaka shay’, wa anta

s 9

al-Batin fa-laysa dlinaka shay’.” — [from a long Hadith]
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And his € statement: “Allahumma laka al-hamd, anta NQr al-samawat wa al-

ard wa man fthin, wa laka al-hamd, anta Qayylm al-samawat wa al-ard wa
man fThin.” — [from a long HadTth]
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And his € statement: “Allahumma innl as’aluka bi-anni ashhadu annaka anta

Allah, 1a ilaha illa anta, al-Ahad al-Samad, alladhl lam yalid wa lam yilad wa

lam yakun lahu kufuwan ahad.” — [from a du‘a’]
S S by ol Tkl Gl U W,
And his €& statement: “Ya Mugqallib al-qullib.” — [from a Hadith], and many more.
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Q56: How many types of indication do the Most Beautiful Names (al-Asma’ al-Husna)

carry?

I D P
A56: They carry three types of indication:

Ablks ol e LIYs
Indication of the essence (dhat) — by direct denotation (mutabaqah),
Lz L Lzl oliall e Lo,

Indication of the attribute from which the name is derived — by implication

(tadummun),
L g sl b ) liall e LYoy

Indication of other attributes not derived from the name — by necessity (iltizam).
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Q57: What is an example of that?
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A57: An example is His Name “al-Rahman al-RahTm” (the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful):

Ails g o o) g

It denotes the Named Essence, i.e., Allah, by direct denotation (mutabaqah),
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And it denotes the attribute it is derived from, i.e., mercy (rahmah), by implication

(tadummun),
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And it denotes other attributes not derived from the name, such as life and ability, by
necessity (iltizam).

lenl Sl 11y
And this applies to all His Names.
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Unlike the creation, a person may be called hakim (wise) while being ignorant, or
hakam (judge) while being unjust, or ‘azlz (mighty) while being humiliated, or sharlf
(noble) while being lowly, or karlm (generous) while being vile, or salih (righteous)
while being corrupt, or sa‘Tld (happy) while being wretched, and even named Asad (lion),

Hanzalah, or ‘Algamah while having no relation to such meanings.
A.Ebqubdyj Ay WJL«{}QGMJ‘\U\OM

So glorified 1s Allah and praised is He, He is as He has described Himself, and far above

what His creation describe Him as.
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Q58: How many categories do the Most Beautiful Names (al-Asma’ al-Husna) have in
terms of Inclusion (Tadammun)?
A58: They fall into four categories:
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First: The Proper Name (Ism ‘Alam) which includes all the meanings of the Most
Beautiful Names, and that is the Name “Allah”. All other names are mentioned as
attributes of it, as in His statement: "He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all
things, the Bestower of forms." — [Surah Al-Hashr (59): 24|, and similar. The Name

“Allah” never comes as an attribute of any other name; rather, all other names follow it.

:J:,-)J:ow\ubmwb:@\ﬁ\

Second: Names that include Attributes of Allah’s Essence, such as:
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al-SamT* (The All-Hearing): implies His hearing that encompasses all sounds, whether

secret or public.
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al-Basir (The All-Seeing): implies His sight that penetrates all that is visible, whether

subtle or grand.
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al-‘Allm (The All-Knowing): implies His encompassing knowledge, "Not even the
weight of an atom (or a small ant) escapes from His Knowledge in the heavens
or in the earth; nor what is less than that or what is greater than that but is

(written) in a Clear Record." — Surah Saba’ : 3
W5 ey Ly bl s 8 IS e 45,08 eanal i) aely
al-Qadir (The All-Powerful): implies His absolute power over all things in creating and

annihilating.
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Third: Names that include Actions of Allah, such as: al-Khaliq (The Creator), al-R aziq
(The Provider), al-Bari’ (The Originator), al-MuSawwir (The Fashioner), and others.

Fourth: Names that include Allah’s transcendence and perfection, such as: al-QuddUs
(The Holy One), al-Salam (The Source of Peace) — indicating His freedom from all

impertfection and deficiency.
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Q59: How many categories are there of the Beautiful Names of Allah in terms of how
they are applied to Him (Glorified be He)?
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A59: Some of them may be applied to Allah individually or together with others — and
these are the Names that contain meanings of absolute perfection in any form, such as:
Al-Hayy (the Ever-Living), Al-Qayy0m (the Sustainer of all), Al-Ahad (the One), As-
Samad (the Self-Sufticient Master), and the like.
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And some are not to be applied to Allah except in conjunction with their opposites —
these are Names which, if used alone, may suggest deficiency. For example: Ad-Darr
(the Harm-Giver) and An-Nafi’ (the Benefactor), AlI-Khafid (the Abaser) and Ar-Rafi’
(the Exalter), Al-Mu'l (the Giver) and Al-Mani' (the Withholder), Al-Mu'izz (the
Honourer) and Al-Mudhill (the Dishonourer), and the like.
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So, it is not permissible to refer to Allah with names like Ad-Darr, or Al-Khafid, or Al-
Mani', or Al-Mudhill in isolation. None of these were ever used in Revelation (neither

in the Qur’an nor Sunnah) in that way.
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Among these also is the Name Al-Muntaqim (the Avenger): it was never used in the
Qur’an alone but only with its object, such as in His statement: “Verily, We will exact

retribution from the Mujrimiin (criminals, polytheists, sinners).” [As-Sajdah: 22]
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Or with the construct form using dhd (Owner of), as in: “And Allah is All-Mighty,

Owner of Retribution.” [Aali ‘Imran: 4]
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QO60: It has been previously mentioned that the Attributes of Allah are of two types: the
Divine Essence (Dhatiyyah) and the Actions (Filiyyah). What are examples of Attributes

of the Divine Essence from the Qur’an?
[1¢ 3ald] §oubyns 015 i @ o I oo o

A60: Such as His statement: “Rather, both His Hands are outstretched.” [Al-
Ma’idah: 64]

[ s matl] i3 3 808 e 56
“Everything will perish except His Face.” [Al-Qasas: 88]
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“And the Face of your Lord, full of Majesty and Honour, will remain forever.”
[Ar-Rahman: 27]

[va ] g2 o aiadlip
“That you may be brought up under My Eye.” [Taha: 39]
[r:caesU] desls o il
“How clearly He sees and hears!” [Al-Kahf: 206]
[£7 1] dusyly sl WS Gps
“Verily, I am with you both: I hear and I see.” [Taha: 46|
[11+ o] §uile 4 Ot 5 14dls U5 fentl o iy

“He knows what is before them and what is behind them, while they cannot

encompass Him with their knowledge.” [Taha: 110]
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“And Allah spoke to Msa directly.” [An-Nisa’: 164]
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“And (remember) when your Lord called Misa: ‘Go to the wrongdoers.”” [Ash-
Shu‘arg’: 10]
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“And their Lord called out to them: ‘Did I not forbid you from that tree?’” [Al-
A'raf: 22]
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“And the Day He will call them and say: “What answer did you give to the
Messengers?’” [Al-Qasas: 65] And many more besides.
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Q61: What is an example of the Attributes of the Divine Essence (Sifat dhatiyyah) from
the Sunnah?
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A61: Such as the Prophet £ statement: “His veil is light, and if He were to remove
it, the glory of His Face would burn everything of His creation that His sight

reaches.”
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And his €& statement: “Allah’s right Hand is full, never diminishes from spending,
continuously giving day and night. Have you not seen what He has spent since
He created the heavens and the earth, yet it has not decreased what is in His
Hand. His Throne is over the water, and in His other Hand is the Balance—He

lowers and raises (whomever He wills).”
sl ae ey Laly " yssl e Al OF WSThe sy ¥ A Ol i 3 EE Wy

And in the Hadith about the Dajjal: “Indeed, your Lord is not one-eyed,” and he £

pointed to his own eye.
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And in the supplication of Salat al-Istikharah: “O Allah, I seek guidance from Your
knowledge, and seek ability from Your power, and ask You from Your great
bounty, for You are able and I am not, You know and I do not, and You are the

Knower of the unseen.”

PIWIRJRVIREIWGHINERUR R PRRVIRUPCRUR RSNt RU

And his € statement: “You are not calling upon one who is deaf or absent. You

are calling upon One who is All-Hearing, All-Seeing, Near.”
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And in the Hadith: “When Allah wants to reveal something, He speaks the

Revelation.”
ool Mihed 1 gk asT b Jw Al Jgh" el o

And in the Hadith of the people sent to the Fire: “Allah will say: ‘O Adam.’ He will

reply: ‘Here I am at Your service.””
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And the Ahadrth regarding Allah speaking to His servants on the Day of Judgement and

to the people of Paradise — these are numerous and cannot be fully counted.
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Q62: What is an example of the Attributes of Action (Sifat al-Afal) from the Qur’an?
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A62: Such as His statement: “Then He Istawa (rose over) towards the heaven and

made them seven heavens...” [Al-Baqarah 2:29]
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“Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them in
the shadows of the clouds and the angels?” [Al-Bagarah 2:210]
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“They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day
of Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand, and the
heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand.” [Az-Zumar 39:67]
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“What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I created him
with Both My Hands?” [Sad 38:75]
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“And We wrote for him on the Tablets the lesson to be drawn from all things
and the explanation for all things.” [Al-Araf 7:145]
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“And when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it collapse to dust...”
[Al-A'raf 7:143]
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“Verily, Allah does what He wills.” [Al-Hajj 22:18]
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Q63: What is an example of the attributes of action (sifat al-fil) from the Sunnah?

ol Y (e W) slend) JLA STy R WS e

A63: For example, the statement of the Prophet £&: “Our Lord descends every night to
the lowest heaven when the last third of the night remains.” (Hadith)
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And his statement in the hadith of intercession: “Then Allah will come to them in a
form which they know, and He will say: I am your Lord. They will say: You are

our Lord.” We mean by action here: coming, not form, so understand this point well.
gl I BT gl o cinon Slgland! 05ST9 (231 Lol pg ady allt 0" o3

And his statement £&: “Allah will grasp the earth on the Day of Resurrection and
the heavens will be in His right hand, then He will say: I am the King.” (Hadith)
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And his statement: “When Allah created the creation, He wrote with His hand
upon Himself: 'My Mercy prevails over My Wrath.’”
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And in the hadith of the debate between Adam and Musa: “Adam said to Musa: O
Musa, Allah chose you with His speech and wrote the Torah for you with His
hand.” So His speech and hand are attributes of His Essence, while His speaking is both
an attribute of His Essence and His Action, and His writing of the Torah is an attribute

of action.
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Also, the Prophet €& said: “Indeed, Allah stretches out His hand at night to accept
the repentance of those who sinned during the day, and He stretches out His
hand during the day to accept the repentance of those who sinned at night.”

And many other similar narrations.
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Q64: Are all of Allah's Names derived from His Actions, or are the Names of Allah
entirely restricted (tawqifiyyah)?
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A64: No, rather all the Names of Allah the Exalted are tawqifiyyah—meaning He is only
has

named by what He has named Himself in His Book, or what His Messenger &

named Him with.
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Every action that Allah has attributed to Himself is praiseworthy and perfect within the
context in which He mentioned it. However, not every action He attributed to Himself

1s mentioned absolutely, nor can every one of them be derived as a Name.
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There are actions which Allah described Himself with in an absolute manner, such as His
statement: “It is Allah Who created you, then provided for you, then will cause
you to die, then will give you life.” [Ar-Rum: 40]

el o) o) G ) A

He named Himself: Al-Khaliq (The Creator), Ar-Raziq (The Provider), Al-MuhyT
(The Giver of Life), Al-Mumit (The Taker of Life), Al-Mudabbir (The Disposer of
affairs).
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And among them are actions which Allah the Exalted has attributed to Himself by way
of repayment and retaliation, and in the context in which they are mentioned, they are
praise-worthy and perfect, like His statement the Most High: “They seek to deceive
Allah, but it is He Who deceives them.” [An-Nis3": 142]
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“They plotted, and Allah plotted; and Allah is the Best of planners.” [Al-Tmran:
54]
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“They forgot Allah, so He forgot them.” [At-Tawbah: 67]
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However, it is not permissible to ascribe such attributes to Allah except in the context in
which they were revealed in the verses. Thus, one must not say that Allah "deceives," or
"outwits," or "mocks," and the like, in an unrestricted manner. Nor should He be called
"the Deceiver," "the Outwitter," or "the Mocker."
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No Muslim or sane person would say this. For indeed, Allah the Mighty and Majestic
only described Himself with such actions—Tlike plotting, scheming, or mocking—in the
context of recompense against those who committed such deeds unjustly. And it 1s well
known that repaying such actions with justice is praiseworthy from the side of creation—

so how much more so from the Creator, the All-Knowing, the Just, the All-Wise.
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Q65: What do the names al-‘Aliyy (the Most High), al-A‘la (the Highest), and other
Names with similar meanings—such as az-Zahir (the Most Evident), al-Qahhar (the
Irresistible), and al-Muta‘alT (the Supremely Exalted)—entail?
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A65: His Name al-A‘la entails the attribute from which it is derived: the affirmed
Highness of Allah the Mighty and Majestic in all its meanings:
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Highness of Being (w1l ,): That He is above His Throne, above all of His creation,

distinct from them, ever watchful over them. He knows all that they are upon and has

encompassed everything in knowledge. Nothing is hidden from Him of their condition.
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Highness of Dominion and Power (i sk): No one can overpower Him, contend with
Him, resist Him, or prevent His will. Everything is humbled before His greatness,
submissive to His might, subdued before His majesty, under His control and

domination. There is no escape from His grasp.
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Highness of Status (oladi oe): All attributes of perfection are firmly established for Him,

and all deficiencies are negated from Him. Exalted and Blessed is He.
fy\u&@xwgﬂﬂﬁyaﬁ)mwgw‘o.kk@vj

All these categories of Highness—of essence, dominance, and status—are inseparably

connected. One cannot exist without the other.
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Q66: What is the evidence for the Highness of Allah in terms of being above (‘uluw al-
tawqiyyah) from the Qur’an?
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A66: The explicit proofs for it are countless. Among them are: His Names that imply
highness and those with similar meanings. Among them are His statement: “The Most
Beneficent (Allah) rose over (Istawa) the Throne” — [Surah Taha, 20:5], and this

statement occurs in seven places in the Qur’an.
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His statement: “Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven (Allah), will
not cause the earth to sink with you?” — [Surah al-Mulk, 67:16]

fov i dod] G5 i oy OPUD < I 5 Lisay

His statement: “They fear their Lord above them.” — [Surah an-Nahl, 16:50]
L o] kb midal sty ot a1 daiag i s 5 ey

His statement: “To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds
exalt it.” — [Surah Fatir, 35:10]
L ] ) £33 A £330 < s 4,
His statement: “The angels and the Spirit (Jibril) ascend to Him...” — [Surah al-
Ma‘arij, 70:4]
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His statement: “He arranges (every) affair from the heavens to the earth...” —
[Surah as-Sajdah, 32:5]
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His statement: “O ‘Isa (Jesus)! I will take you and raise you to Myself.” — [Surah Al
Tmran, 3:55] And many more beyond these.
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Q67: What is the evidence for that (i.e., Allah's Exaltation above His creation) from the

Sunnah?
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A67: The evidences from the Sunnah are numerous and uncountable. Among them:
The Prophet € said in the hadith of the wild goats: “The Throne is above that, and

Allah is above the Throne, and He knows what you are upon.”
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And he €& said to Sa'd regarding the judgment on Bani Qurayzah: “You have judged

them with the judgment of the King from above seven heavens.”
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And in the hadith of the slave-girl, the Prophet £ asked: “Where is Allah?” She said:

“In the heaven.” He said: “Free her, for she is a believer.”

The hadiths of the Prophet’s € Ascension (Mitaj) to the heavens.
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And his €& statement in the hadith of the angels’ rotation: “Then those who stayed
with you overnight ascend, and He asks them — though He knows best about
them.”
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And his €& statement: “Whoever gives charity equivalent to a date from lawful

earnings — and none rises to Allah except what is pure...”
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And in the hadith of the Revelation: “When Allah decrees a matter in the heaven,
the angels beat their wings in submission to His command, as if it were a chain

striking smooth stone.”
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And there are many other reports beyond these. All of creation affirms this truth except

the Jahmiyyah (a deviant sect).
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Q68: What did the Imams of the Religion from the Pious Predecessors say regarding the
issue of Istiwa’ (Allah's rising over the Throne)?
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A68: Their unanimous statement—may Allah have mercy on them—is: “The Istiwad’
(rising) 1s known, the ‘how’ is unknown, Belief in it is obligatory, and asking about it is
an innovation. The message is from Allah, the conveying is upon the Messenger, and our

duty is to aftirm and submit.”
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And this is their position regarding all the verses and hadiths related to the Names and
Attributes of Allah: “We believe in it; all of it is from our Lord.” [Al Imran: 7]
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“We believe in Allah, and bear witness that we are Muslims (those who submit
to Him).” [Al Imran: 52]
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Q69: What is the evidence from the Qur’an for the ‘Uluww al-Qahr (Height of

Dominance)?
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A69: Its evidences are many, including His statement the Most High: “And He is the
Irresistible, above His slaves.” — [Surah al-An‘am, 6:18] This verse implies both

tawqiyyah (highness) and gahr (absolute dominance).
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And His statement the Most High: “Glorified is He, He is Allah, (the) One, the
Irresistible.” — [Surah az-Zumar, 39:4|
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And His statement the Most High: “To whom belongs the kingdom this Day? To
Allah, the One, the Irresistible!” — [Surah Ghafir, 40:16]
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And His statement the Most High: “Say (O Muhammad): I am only a warner, and
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, the One, the Irresistible.” —
[Surah Sad, 38:65]
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And His statement the Most High: “There is not a moving (living) creature but He
has grasp ofits forelock.” — [Surah H(d, 11:56]
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And His statement the Most High: “O assembly of jinn and men! If you have
power to pass beyond the zones of the heavens and the earth, then pass beyond
(them)! But you will never be able to pass them, except with authority!” —

[Surah ar-Rahman, 55:33] And there are many other verses as well.
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Q70: What 1s the evidence for this (i.e., Allah’s Dominance and Complete Authority)

from the Sunnah?
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A70: Its evidences in the Sunnah are many, among them: The statement of the Prophet

£z "I seek refuge in You from the evil of every creature You have taken by the

forelock."
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And his statement £2: "O Allah, I am Your slave, son of Your male slave, and son

of Your female slave; my forelock is in Your Hand, Your command over me is

forever executed, and Your decree over me is just."
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And his statement £¢: "Indeed, You decree and none can decree over You; none
can humiliate the one You support, and none can honor the one You oppose."

And many other similar narrations.
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Q71: What 1s the evidence for Allah's Highness of Status (‘Uluww al-sha’n)? And what
must be negated from Allah, the Mighty and Majestic?

A sy S Sliv e axajlinly calins S Lag Jlazedl oSO Sl gl anl areas Lo g OLad) gle O ol 1
A71: Know that the Highness of Status is what is entailed in His Names: al-Quddas (the
Most Holy), as-Salam (the Source of Peace), al-Kabir (the Most Great), and al-Muta‘al

(the Supremely Exalted), and all that is similar in meaning to them. It is also required by

all His perfect Attributes and majestic Qualities.
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So He is Exalted in His Oneness (Ahadiyyah) above having a partner in ownership or

even a share in it, or having any helper, supporter, or intercessor without His permission,

or that anyone can protect against Him.

He is Exalted in His Greatness, Majesty, Dominion, and Might above having any rival,

opponent, ally out of weakness, or one who can assist Him.
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He is Exalted in His Self-Sufficiency (Samadiyyah) above having a spouse, a child, a

parent, an equal, or a counterpart.
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He is Exalted in the perfection of His Life, Self-Sustenance, and Power above death,

drowsiness, sleep, fatigue, or weariness.
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He is Exalted in the perfection of His Knowledge above forgetfulness, heedlessness, or
that anything escapes His knowledge, even an atom’s weight, whether in the heavens or

the earth.
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He is Exalted in the perfection of His Wisdom and Praise above creating anything in

vain, or leaving creation without command, prohibition, resurrection, or recompense.
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He is Exalted in the perfection of His Justice above wronging anyone an atom’s weight

or diminishing any of their good deeds.
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He is Exalted in His perfect Richness and Self-Sufficiency above eating, being provided

for, or needing anything from others in any way.
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He is Exalted in everything He has described Himselt with and what His Messenger
described Him with, above denial (ta‘tll) or likening (tashbih). Glorified and Praised is
He, Exalted is He, and Sanctified is He, above all that contradicts His Divinity, Lordship,
His Beautiful Names, and His Lofty Attributes. "To Him belongs the highest
description in the heavens and the earth. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise." [Surah ar-R0m: 27]

And the texts of Revelation, from the Qur’an and Sunnah, in this subject are well-

known, numerous, and clearly understood.
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Q72: What is the meaning of the Prophet’s €% statement regarding the Most Beautiful

Names of Allah: “Whoever enumerates them will enter Paradise’?
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A72: This statement has been interpreted with several meanings, among them: To

memorize them, supplicate to Allah using them, and praise Him through all of them.
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To train oneself to embody those Names which are permissible to imitate, such as Ar-
Rahim (the Merciful) and Al-Karim (the Generous)y—so the servant practices and
cultivates those qualities in a manner befitting his human condition. As for Names that
are unique to Allah and not suitable for human attribution, such as Al-Jabbar (the
Compeller), Al-‘Azim (the Magnificent), Al-Mutakabbir (the Supreme), the servant

must acknowledge them, submit to them, and refrain from adopting any of their traits.

g el i e Gails ¢ SO ol bl a3 0 piel) [ sSal jsiallS el ne 4 O Ly

Names that carry the meaning of promise and hope, like Al-Ghaflr (the Forgiving),
Ash-ShakQr (the Appreciative), Al-‘AfQww (the Pardoner), Ar-Ra’(f (the Kind), Al-
Halim (the Forbearing), Al-Jawad (the Generous)—the believer should respond to them

with yearning and hope.
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Names that carry the meaning of threat and warning, such as Al-‘Aziz (the Almighty),
Dha Intigam (the Owner of Retribution), Shadid al-‘Iqab (Severe in Punishment), SarT*

al-Hisab (Swift in R eckoning)—the believer should respond with fear and reverence.
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Another meaning is: that the servant bears witness to the Names and gives them their

due right in knowledge and servitude.
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For example, one who witnesses Allah’s Highness above His creation, His Elevation
above His Throne, being distinct from His creation while still encompassing them in
Knowledge and Power and so on—he worships in accordance with this attribute. His
heart ascends to his Lord, addressing Him submissively, standing before Him as a humble
slave before a mighty King. He becomes aware that his words and deeds are being raised
to Allah and presented before Him, so he feels ashamed that something disgraceful would

ascend to Him.
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He also witnesses that divine decrees and commands descend continuously to all parts of
the worlds, governing affairs such as life and death, honor and humiliation, lowering and
raising, giving and withholding, removing and sending calamities, alternating the days
among people—and many other affairs in a dominion where none exercises control
except Allah. His decrees are enforced as He wills, as Allah says: "He manages and
regulates every affair from the heavens to the earth, then (the affair) will go up
to Him, in a Day, the measure whereof is a thousand years of what you reckon."
[Surah As-Sajdah: 5]
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So, whoever fulfills this witnessing with true knowledge and servitude, then Allah will
suffice him and enrich him through His Lordship. Similarly, the one who witnesses
Allah’s all-encompassing Knowledge, Hearing, Sight, Life, Self-sustenance, and other
such attributes—will gain accordingly. But none are blessed with such a station except

the forerunners, those who are brought near (to Allah).
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Q73: What is the opposite of Tawheed al-Asmaa wa-Sifaat (the oneness of Allah’s
Names and Attributes)?
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A73: Its opposite 1s [lhad (deviation) regarding Allah’s Names, Attributes, and His signs.

[t comes in three types:
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The First: 1lhad of the polytheists (mushrikin): They deviated from the true meanings
of Allah’s Names and applied them to their idols. They altered them by addition and
omission—deriving names like al-Lat from al-1lah, al-‘Uzza from al-‘Azlz, and Manat

from al-Manndn.
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The Second: Ilhad of the mushabbihah (anthropomorphists): These are those who
attempt to define how (i.e., kayfiyyah) Allah’s attributes are and compare them to the
attributes of His creation. This is the opposite of the polytheists’ deviation. The
polytheists made the creation equal to the Lord of the Worlds, whereas these have made

the Lord resemble the created bodies—exalting is He and far above what they claim.
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The Third: Ilhad of the mu‘attilah (negators and deniers): These are of two kinds: A
group that affirmed the words and Names of Allah but denied what those Names entail
of perfect attributes. So they said: Rahman and Rahim (the Most Merciful) without
mercy, ‘Alim (the All-Knowing) without knowledge, SamT* (the All-Hearing) without
hearing, Basir (the All-Seeing) without sight, Qadir (the All-Powerful) without power

—and they extended this denial to all the rest.
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Another group went further and outrightly denied the Names of Allah and what they
entail altogether, describing Him with absolute nonexistence, without name or attribute.
Exalted is Allah and far above what the wrongdoers, disbelievers, and deviators say!
“The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, so worship
Him and be constant and patient in His worship. Do you know of any who is

similar to Him?” [Surah Maryam: 65]
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“There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.” [Surah Ash-
Shura: 11]
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“He knows what is before them, and what is behind them, while they will never

encompass anything of His Knowledge.” [Surah Ta-Ha: 110]
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Q74: Are all types of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah) interconnected such that violating one

of them entails violating the others?
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A74: Yes, they are interconnected. Whoever commits shirk (associates partners) in one

type of Tawheed is thereby a polytheist in the rest.
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For example, calling upon other than Allah, and asking them for what only Allah can
grant—this act of supplication is worship itself; in fact, it is the essence of worship. So,

directing it to other than Allah constitutes shirk in Uluhiyyah (Oneness of worship).
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If the person believes that the one being invoked has the ability to bring benefit or
prevent harm independently, then this becomes shirk in Rububiyyah (Oneness of
Lordship), for he believes that this being has power over the universe alongside Allah.
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Moreover, the one who makes such a supplication to other than Allah does so believing
that the one called upon hears him from afar or near, at any time and from any place—
and they often state this clearly. This is shirk in Asma' wa Sifaat (Oneness of Allah's
Names and Attributes), because it aftirms for this being a hearing that encompasses all

sounds, unrestricted by nearness or distance.
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Thus, this shirk in Uluhiyyah inevitably leads to shirk in Rububiyyah and Asma' wa
Sifaat.
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Q75: What 1is the evidence for Belief in the Angels from the Qur’an and the Sunnah?
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A75: The evidences from the Qur’an are many, among them His statement the Most
High: “The angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask forgiveness for those
on the earth.” [Ash-Shura 42:5]
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And His statement the Most High: “Surely, those who are with your Lord (angels)
are never too proud to perform acts of worship to Him, but they glorify His
Praise and prostrate themselves before Him.” [Al-A‘raf 7:206]
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And His statement the Most High: “Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His angels, His
Messengers, Jibril and Mika’il, then verily, Allah is an enemy to the
disbelievers.” [Al-Baqarah 2:98]
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And from the Sunnah, Belief in them 1s mentioned in the Hadith of Jibril and others. In
Sahth Muslim, it is reported that Allah created them from light. And the ahadith

concerning them are many.
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Q76: What 1s the meaning of Belief in the Angels?
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A76: It 1s the firm affirmation of their existence, and that they are a creation from the
creations of Allah, owned and subjected (to Him). “Honoured slaves. (26) They speak
not until He has spoken, and they act on His Command.” [Al-Anbiya 21:26-27]
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“They disobey not the commands they receive from Allah, but do that which
they are commanded.” [At-Tahrim 66:6]
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“Those who are near Him (i.e. the angels) are not too proud to worship Him,
nor are they weary. (19) They glorify His praises night and day, (and) they never
slacken.” [Al-Anbiya 21:19-20] And they never become bored nor weary.
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Q77: Mention some types of Angels according to what Allah has prepared them for and
entrusted them with?
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A77: They are of many types in this regard:
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Among them is the one entrusted with conveying revelation to the Messengers, and he is
Ar-R({h al-Amin Jibrl (Gabriel, peace be upon him).
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Among them is the one entrusted with rain, and he is M1ka’ll (Michael, peace be upon
him).
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Among them is the one entrusted with the Trumpet, and he is Israfil (peace be upon
him).
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Among them is the one entrusted with seizing souls, the Angel of Death and his helpers.
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Among them are those entrusted with recording the deeds of the servants, Al-Kiraman
Katibin (the noble scribes).
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Among them are those entrusted with guarding a servant from before him and behind
him, the Mu‘aqqibat.
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Among them are those entrusted with Paradise and its delights, Ridwan and those with

him.
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Among them are those entrusted with Hellfire and its torment, Malik and those with

him from the Zabaniyah, whose chiefs are nineteen.
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Among them are those entrusted with the trial of the grave, Munkar and Nakr.
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Among them are the bearers of the Throne.
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Among them are Al-Kar(biyyUn (the closest angels).
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Among them is the one entrusted with the nutfah (drops of semen) in the wombs:

shaping it and writing what is decreed for it.

Among them are the angels who enter Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘m0r (the Much-Frequented

House); every day seventy thousand angels enter it and never return to it again.
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Among them are angels who roam, seeking gatherings of remembrance.
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Among them are angels standing in rows, never tiring; among them are those in bowing

and prostration who never rise.
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And there are others besides those mentioned. “And none can know the hosts of
your Lord but He. And this is nothing else than a warning to mankind.” [Al-
Muddathir 74:31]
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And the evidences for these categories in the Qur’an and Sunnah are well-known and

clear.
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Q78: What is the evidence for Belief in the Divine Books?
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A78: Its evidences are many, among them His statement: “O you who believe!
Believe in Allah, and His Messenger (Muhammad #) and the Book (the
Qur’an) which He has sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He
sent down to those before (him).” [An-Nisa 4:136]
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And His statement the Most High: “Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Allah and that
which has been sent down to us and that which has been sent down to Ibrahim
(Abraham), Isma‘il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya‘qub (Jacob), and to Al-Asbat (the
twelve sons of Ya‘qub), and that which has been given to Musa (Moses) and ‘Isa

(Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them...”” [Al-Baqarah 2:136]
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And many other verses. It is sufficient to mention His statement: “Say (O Muhammad
4%): I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book.” [Ash-Shura 42:15]
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Q79: Have all the Divine Books been named in the Qur’an?
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A79: Allah named in the Qur'an: the Qur’an itself, the Tawrah (Torah), the Injil
(Gospel), the ZabOr (Psalms), and the Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa (peace be upon

them). The rest were mentioned collectively.
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Allah the Most High said: “Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the
Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists. (2) It is He Who
has sent down the Book (the Qur’an) to you (O Muhammad ) with truth,
confirming what came before it. And He sent down the Tawrah (Torah) and
the Injil (Gospel) (3) before.” [Al-‘Imran 3:2—4|
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And the Most High said: “And to Dawud (David) We gave the Zabur (Psalms).”
[An-Nisa 4:163]
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And the Most High said: “Or is he not informed with what is in the Scriptures of

Musa (Moses), (36) and of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (what Allah ordered
him to do).” [An-Najm 53:36-37]
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And the Most High said; “Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs,
and revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance that mankind may keep
up justice.” [Al-Hadid 57:25]
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So, whatever Allah mentioned specifically, it is obligatory upon us to believe in it
specifically; and whatever He mentioned generally, it is obligatory upon us to believe in
it generally. And we say concerning it as Allah commanded His Messenger (£): “Say (O
Muhammad #): I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book.”
[Ash-Shura 42:15]
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Q80: What is the meaning of Belief in the Books of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic?
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AS80: It means the firm Belief that all of them were revealed from Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic, and that Allah truly spoke them.
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Some of them were heard directly from Him from behind a veil without the mediation
of the angelic messenger, some of them were conveyed by the angelic messenger to the

human messenger, and some of them Allah wrote with His Own Hand.
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The Most High said: “It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak
to him unless (it be) by revelation, or from behind a veil, or (that) He sends a
Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave.” [Ash-Shura 42:51]
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And Allah the Most High said to Musa (Moses): “I have chosen you above men by
My Messages and by My speaking (to you).” [Al-A‘raf 7:144]
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“And Allah spoke directly to Musa (Moses).” [An-Nisa 4:164]
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The Most High said about the Tawraah: “And We wrote for him on the Tablets the
lesson to be drawn from all things and the explanation for all things.” [Al-A‘raf

7:145]
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And He said about ‘Isaa: “And We gave him the Injil (Gospel).” [Al-Ma’idah 5:46]
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The Most High said: “And to Dawud (David) We gave the Zabur (Psalms).” [An-
Nisa 4:163]
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And the Most High said about the Qur’aan: “But Allah bears witness to that which
He has sent down to you; He has sent it down with His Knowledge, and the
angels bear witness. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.” [An-Nisa 4:166]
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And the Most High said about it: “And (it is) a Qur’an which We have divided (into
parts), in order that you might recite it to men at intervals. And We have
revealed it by stages.” [Al-Isra 17:100]
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And the Most High said: “And truly, this (the Qur’an) is a revelation from the
Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists), which the trustworthy
Ruh [Jibril (Gabriel)] (192) has brought down upon your heart that you may be
(one) of the warners, in the plain Arabic language.” [Ash-Shu‘ara 26:192-195]
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And the Most High said regarding it: “Verily, those who disbelieved in the
Reminder (the Qur’an) when it came to them, (they are doomed). And verily, it
is an honorable Book. (41) Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or
behind it; (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.” [Fussilat 41:41—

42] And there are many other verses.
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Q81: What is the status of the Qur’an in relation to the previous Scriptures?
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A81: Allah said regarding it: “And We have sent down to you (O Muhammad £5)
the Book (this Qur’an) in truth confirming the Scripture that came before it

and trustworthy in highness and a witness over it.” [Al-Ma’idah 5:48]
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The Most High said: “And this Qur’an is not such as could ever be produced by
other than Allah, but it is a confirmation of that which was before it, and a full
explanation of the Book, wherein there is no doubt, from the Lord of the
worlds.” [Yunus 10:37]
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The Most High said: “It is not a forged statement, but a confirmation of that
which was before it, and a detailed explanation of everything, and a guide and a

mercy for the people who believe.” [Yusuf 12:111]
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The scholars of Tafsir said: “Muhayminan” means trustworthy, guardian, and witness

over the previous Scriptures, confirming them.
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That 1s, it confirms what 1s true in them, rejects what has been altered, changed or

distorted, and rules over them by abrogation or aftirmation.
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Therefore, everyone who truly held to the previous Scriptures and did not turn back on
his heels submits to it, as Allah the Exalted said: “Those to whom We gave the
Scripture before it, they believe in it. And when it is recited to them, they say:
“We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even before it we
have been from those who submit (to Allah in Islam).”” [Al-Qasas 28:52-53] And

other verses as well.
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Q82: What is obligatory upon the entire Ummah regarding the Qur’an?
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AS82: It is to follow it outwardly and inwardly, adhere to it, and establish its due right.
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Allah the Exalted said: “And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, so
follow it and fear Allah...” [Al-An‘am 6:155]
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And He said: “Follow what has been sent down unto you from your Lord, and

follow not any protectors besides Him.” [Al-A‘raf 7:3]
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And He said: “And as to those who hold fast to the Book (i.e. act on its
teachings), and perform As-Salat (Igamat-as—Salat), certainly We shall never
waste the reward of those who do righteous deeds.” [Al-A‘raf 7:170]
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And this 1s general for every Book, and there are many verses regarding that.
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And the Prophet €% enjoined adherence to the Book of Allah, saying: “So hold fast to
the Book of Allah and adhere to it.”
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And in the narration of ‘Ali («s 4l ), marfu’: “There will be fitan (trials).” He said:
“What is the way out of them, O Messenger of Allah?” He (&) said: “The Book of
Allah.” And he mentioned the rest of the hadith.
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Q83: What is the meaning of adhering to the Book (the Qur’an) and establishing its due
right?
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A83: It is to memorize it, recite it, establish it during the hours of the night and the day,

and ponder over its verses.
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And to declare lawful what it makes lawful, and unlawful what it makes unlawful, to

submit to its commands, and to refrain from its prohibitions.
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And to take admonition from its parables, to take lessons from its stories, to act upon its

clear rulings, to submit to its ambiguous ones, and to stop at its limits.

And to repel from it the distortions of the extremists and the false claims of the

invalidators.
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And to give sincere advice regarding it in all of its meanings, and to call to it with insight.
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Q84: What is the ruling regarding one who says that the Qur’an is created?
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A84: The Qur’an is truly the Speech of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, in its letters and
meanings. It is not His Speech as letters without meanings, nor as meanings without
letters. Allah spoke it as a true speech, revealed it to His Prophet as revelation, and the

believers truly believed in it.
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So even though it is written with fingers, recited with tongues, memorized in hearts,
heard by ears, and seen by eyes, none of this takes it out from being the Speech of Ar-
Rahman (the Most Merciful).
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For the fingers, ink, pens, and papers are created, but what is written with them is not

created.
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The tongues and voices are created, but that which is recited through them, with their

different modes, is not created.
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The chests are created, but what is memorized within them is not created.
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The hearings are created, but that which is heard is not created.
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Allah the Exalted said: “Verily! It (this Qur’an) is an honourable recital. (77) In a
Book well-guarded.” [Al-Wagqi‘ah 56:77-78]
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And He said: “Nay, but they, the clear Ayat are preserved in the breasts of those
who have been given knowledge. And none but the wrongdoers deny Our
Ayat.” [Al-‘Ankabut 29:49]
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And He said: “And recite what has been revealed to you (O Muhammad ) of
the Book of your Lord. None can change His Words.” [Al-Kahf 18:27]
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And He said: “And if anyone of the Mushrikun (polytheists) seeks your
protection then grant him protection, so that he may hear the Word of Allah.”
[At-Tawbah 9:6]
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And Ibn Mas‘ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Constantly look into the Mushat

(written Qur’an).” And the texts in this matter are countless.
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Whoever says that the Qur'an — or any part of the Qur’an — is created, then he is a
disbeliever with major disbelief that takes him completely out of Islam. For the Qur’an is
the Speech of Allah, the Exalted; it originated from Him and to Him it will return. And
His Speech 1s His Attribute.
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And whoever says that any of the Attributes of Allah is created, then he is a disbeliever,
an apostate. He 1is to be invited to return to Islam; if he repents, then (accepted), but if

not, he is to be killed for disbelief, having none of the rulings of the Muslims.
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Q85: Is the Attribute of Speech (Kalam) an Attribute of the Divine Essence (Dhatiyyah)
or an Attribute of the Actions (Fi‘liyyah)?
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AS85: As for considering the connection of the Attribute of Speech to the Divine Essence
of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, and His being described with it, then it is from His
Attributes of the Divine Essence, just like His Knowledge, rather it is from His
Knowledge. He revealed it with His Knowledge, and He knows best what He reveals.
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And as for considering His speaking with His Will and Intent, then it is an Attribute of
His actions, as the Prophet €% said: “When Allah intends to reveal an order, He
speaks with the Revelation.” (Hadith)
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And for this reason, the Pious Predecessors (may Allah have mercy on them) said
regarding the Attribute of Speech: It is both an Attribute of the Divine Essence and an
Attribute of His actions.
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For Allah, Glorified and Exalted, has never ceased and will never cease to be described
with Speech — eternally and forever. And His speaking and addressing is with His Will
and Intent: He speaks when He wills, as He wills, how He wills, with Speech that is

heard by whomever He wills.
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And His Speech is His Attribute, without limit or end. “Say (O Muhammad £): If the
sea were ink for (writing) the Words of my Lord, surely, the sea would be
exhausted before the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if We brought
(another sea) like it for its aid.” [Al-Kahf 18:109]
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“And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea (were ink), with seven
seas behind it to add to its (supply), yet the Words of Allah would not be
exhausted.” [Lugman 31:27]
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“And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice. None can

change His Words. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” [Al-An‘am
6:115]
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Q86: Who are the Wagqifah, and what is their ruling?
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A86: The Wagqifah are those who say regarding the Qur’an: “We do not say it is the
Speech of Allah, nor do we say it is created.”
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Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Whoever among them is skilled in

speech (i.e., theological rhetoric), he is a Jahmi.
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And whoever is not skilled in it but is simply ignorant with basic ignorance, then the

proofis to be established against him with explanation and evidence.
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If he repents and believes that it (the Qur’an) is the Speech of Allah, the Exalted, not

created, then (he is excused). Otherwise, he is worse than the Jahmiyyah.”
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Q87: What is the ruling regarding one who says, “My pronunciation of the Qur’an is

created”?
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A87: This statement is not permissible to be uttered, neither in negation nor in
affirmation. Because the word “pronunciation” (lafz) has a shared meaning: it may refer
to the act of recitation, which is the action of the servant, or to the recited text itself,
which is the Qur’an.
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So if one says it is created, this includes the second meaning (the Qur’an itself), and thus

it returns to the statement of the Jahmiyyah.
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And if one says it is not created, this includes the first meaning (the action of the servant),

and this is from the innovations of the Ittihadiyyah (extremists who claim union with

Allah).
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And for this reason, the righteous Salaf (may Allah have mercy on them) said: “Whoever
says: ‘My pronunciation of the Qur’an is created’ is a Jahmi; and whoever says: ‘It is not

created’ is an innovator.”
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Q88: What is the evidence for Belief in the Messengers?
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AS88: Its evidences are many from the Qur’an and Sunnah, among them is His statement:
“Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and want to make
distinction between Allah and His Messengers saying: “We believe in some but
reject others,” and want to adopt a way in between. They are in truth
disbelievers. (150) And We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating
torment. And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no
distinction between any of them, We shall give them their rewards.” [An-Nisa
4:150-152]
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And the Prophet €& said: “I believe in Allah and His Messengers.”
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Q89: What is the meaning of Belief in the Messengers?
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A89: It 1s the Firm Belief that Allah the Exalted sent to every nation a Messenger from
among them, calling them to worship Allah alone and to disbelieve in whatever is

worshipped besides Him.
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And that all of them are truthful, believed, righteous, rightly-guided, noble, pious,
trustworthy, guides and guided. And that they were supported by manifest proofs and

clear signs from their Lord.
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And that they conveyed all that Allah sent them with, they did not conceal, nor alter,
nor add a single letter from themselves, nor did they diminish anything. “Then, is there
any duty on the Messengers except to convey clearly the Message?” [An-Nahl
16:35] And that all of them were upon the Clear Truth.
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And that Allah the Exalted took Ibrahim (Abraham) as a Khalll (intimate friend), and He
also took Muhammad £ as a Khalll. And He spoke directly to Musa (Moses). And He
raised Idris (Enoch) to a high station. And that ‘Isa (Jesus) is the servant of Allah, His
Messenger, His Word which He bestowed upon Maryam (Mary), and a spirit created by
Him. And that Allah gave preference to some of them over others and raised some of

them in degrees.
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Q90: Did the call of the Messengers agree in what they commanded and forbade?
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A90: Their call, from the first of them to the last of them, agreed upon the foundation
and essence of worship, which is Tawheed, that Allah the Exalted is to be singled out
with all types of worship, in belief, speech, and action. And to disbelieve in everything
that 1s worshipped besides Him.
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As for the prescribed obligations of worship, it may be that certain prayers, fasting, or the
like were made obligatory upon some, which were not made obligatory upon others.
And certain things were prohibited for some, while being lawtul for others. As a test
from Allah the Exalted: “That He may test you as to which of you is best in deed.”
[Hud 11:7]
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Q91: What is the evidence for their agreement upon the mentioned foundation of

worship?
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A91: The evidence for that from the Qur’an is of two types: general and detailed.
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As for the general, such as His statement: “And verily, We have sent among every
Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): Worship Allah
(Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false deities).” [An-Nahl

16:36]
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And His statement: “And We did not send any Messenger before you (O
Muhammad #&) but We revealed to him (statement): La ilaha illa Ana [none has

the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and none else).”
[Al-Anbiya 21:25]
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And His statement: “And ask (O Muhammad #£) those of Our Messengers whom

We sent before you: ‘Did We ever appoint aliha (gods) to be worshipped
besides the Most Gracious (Allah)?’” [Az-Zukhruf 43:45] and other verses.
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As for the detailed, such as His statement: “Indeed We sent Nuh (Noah) to his
people and he said: O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other ilah (god)
but Him.” [Al-A‘rat 7:59]
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“And to Thamud (We sent) their brother Salih. He said: O my people! Worship
Allah, you have no other ilah (god) but Him.” [Al-A‘raf 7:73]
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“And to ‘Ad (We sent) their brother Hud. He said: O my people! Worship
Allah, you have no other ilah (god) but Him.” [Al-A‘raf 7:65]
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“And to Madyan (We sent) their brother Shu‘aib. He said: O my people!
Worship Allah, you have no other ilah (god) but Him.” [Al-A‘raf 7:85]
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said to his father and his people:
Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him (Allah Alone) Who did

create me...” [Az-Zukhruf 43:26-27]
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And Musa (Moses) said: “Your Ilah (God) is only Allah, there is no other Ilah
(God) but He. He has the knowledge of all things.” [Ta-Ha 20:98]
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And Al-Masih (‘Isa Jesus) said: “O Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and
your Lord. Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, then Allah
has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode.” [Al-Ma’idah
5:72]

I e Lty [0 o] €5 doh A Yy ) 2 e 5 o ) B
“Say (O Muhammad #£): I am only a warner and there is no ilah (god) except

Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah), the One, the Irresistible.”
[Sad 38:65] And many other verses like these.
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Q92: What 1s the evidence for the differences in their laws regarding the branches of

halal and haram?
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A92: The statement of Allah the Exalted: “To each among you, We have prescribed
alaw and a clear way. If Allah had willed, He would have made you one nation,

but that He may test you in what He has given you; so strive as in a race in
good deeds.” [Al-Ma’idah 5:4§]
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both) said: “Shir‘ah and Minhaj means: a

way and a sunnah (method).” And the same was said by Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-
Basri, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, and Abu Ishaq As-Sabi‘i.
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And in Sahih al-Bukhari: the Prophet €% said: “We, the Prophets, are brothers from

different mothers; our Religion is one.”
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Meaning by that: the Tawheed with which Allah sent every Messenger, and included in
every Book He revealed.
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But as for the laws, they difter in the commands, prohibitions, halal, and haram, as Allah
said: “That He may test you as to which of you is best in deed.” [Hud 11:7]
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Q93: Did Allah narrate the stories of all the Messengers in the Qur’an?
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A93: Allah has narrated to us from their stories that which contains sufticiency,

admonition, and lesson.
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Then Allah the Exalted said: “And Messengers We have mentioned to you before,

and Messengers We have not mentioned to you.” [An-Nisa 4:164|
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So we believe in all of them: in detail regarding those mentioned specifically, and

generally regarding those not detailed.
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Q94: How many of them (the Messengers) were named in the Qur’an?
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A94: Among those named in it are: Adam, Nuh (Noah), Idris (Enoch), Hud, Salih,
Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma‘il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya‘qub (Jacob), Yusuf (Joseph), Lut
(Lot), Shu‘aib, Yunus (Jonah), Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Ilyas (Elijah), Zakariya
(Zechariah), Yahya (John), Al-Yasa‘® (Elisha), Dhul-Kifl, Dawud (David), Sulayman
(Solomon), and Ayyub (Job). And the Asbat (the twelve sons of Ya‘qub) were mentioned
collectively. And ‘Isa (Jesus) and Muhammad £ — may peace be upon them all.
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Q95: Who are the Messengers of Strong Will (Ulul-‘Azm)?
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A95: They are five, whom Allah the Exalted mentioned separately in two places in His
Book:
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AW [V oY1) iy

The First Place: in Surah Al-Ahzab, His statement: “And (remember) when We
took from the Prophets their covenant, and from you (O Muhammad £), and
from Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), and ‘Isa (Jesus), son of
Maryam (Mary).” [Al-Ahzab 33:7]
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The Second Place: In Surah Ash-Shura, His statement: “He (Allah) has ordained for
you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh (Noah), and that which We
have revealed to you (O Muhammad ), and that which We ordained for
Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), and ‘Isa (Jesus) saying you should establish

religion and make no divisions in it.” [Ash-Shura 42:13]
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Q96: Who was the first of the Messengers?
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A96: The first of them, after the differences arose (among mankind), was Nuh (Noah),
peace be upon him, As Allah the Exalted said: “Verily! We have sent the Revelation
to you (O Muhammad %) as We sent the Revelation to Nuh (Noah) and the
Prophets after him.” [An-Nisa 4:163]
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And He said: “The people of Nuh (Noah) denied before them, and the groups
after them (also denied).” [Ghafir 40:5]
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Q97: When did the difterences (in Religion) occur?
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A97: Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both) said: Between Nuh (Noah) and
Adam were ten generations, all of them upon a law of truth, then they diftered. “So

Allah sent the Prophets as bringers of glad tidings and warners.”

Seskeskskesk

Sl Bl 92 (o
Q98: Who 1s the Seal of the Prophets?
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A98: The Seal of the Prophets is Muhammad £&.
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Q99: What is the evidence for that?
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A99: Allah the Exalted said: “Muhammad (&) is not the father of any man among
you, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last (end) of the Prophets.” [Al-
Ahzab 33:40]
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And the Prophet € said: “There will arise after me thirty liars, all of them
claiming that they are prophets, but I am the Seal of the Prophets; there is no

prophet after me.”
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And in the authentic hadith, he said to ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him): “Are you
not satisfied to be to me as Harun was to Musa, except that there is no prophet

after me?”’
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And his €% statement in the hadith about the Dajjal: “And I am the Seal of the
Prophets, there is no prophet after me.” And there are many other texts to this
effect.
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Q100: With what was our Prophet Muhammad # distinguished over the other
Prophets?
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A100: He € has many special distinctions, which scholars have compiled in separate

works. Among them: being the Seal of the Prophets, as we mentioned.
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And among them: that he €& is the leader of the children of Adam, as explained by His

statement: “Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to some of
them Allah spoke, and He raised some of them in degree.” [Al-Bagarah 2:253]
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And the Prophet € said: “I am the master of the children of Adam, and I do not

boast.”
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And among them: that he € was sent to all people, both jinn and mankind, as Allah said:
“Say (O Muhammad #£): O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the
Messenger of Allah.” [Al-A‘raf 7:158§]
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And He said: “And We have not sent you (O Muhammad #££) except as a giver of
glad tidings and a warner to all mankind.” [Saba 34:28]
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And he € said: “I have been given five things which were not given to anyone
before me: I have been made victorious with awe (cast into the hearts of the
enemy) for a distance of one month’s journey; the earth has been made for me
(and for my followers) a place for praying and a thing to perform tayammum
with, therefore anyone of my followers can pray wherever he is when the time
of a prayer is due; the spoils of war have been made halal (lawful) for me yet
they were not made so for anyone else before me; I have been given the right of
intercession; and every Prophet used to be sent to his nation only, but I have

been sent to all mankind.”
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And he € said: “By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, there is none from this
nation, Jew or Christian, who hears of me and then dies without believing in

that with which I was sent, except that he will be from the people of the Fire.”
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And he € has many other distinctions besides those we mentioned, which can be traced

through the textual evidences.
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Q101: What are the miracles of the Prophets?
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A101: Miracles are extraordinary matters, breaking the norms, accompanied by a

challenge, and free from opposition.
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They are either tangible, witnessed by sight or heard — such as the she-camel emerging

from the rock, the staft turning into a serpent, inanimate objects speaking, and the like.
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Or they are intangible, perceived by insight, such as the miracle of the Qur’an.
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And our Prophet € was given from all of that. There was no miracle granted to a

Prophet except that our Prophet €& was given a greater one of its kind.
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Among the tangible ones: the splitting of the moon, the trunk’s moaning, water flowing
from between his blessed fingers, the arm (of the sheep) speaking, the food glorifying
Allah, and many others authentically and repeatedly reported.
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But these, like the other miracles of the Prophets, ended with the ending of their times,
and nothing remains except their mention. Rather, the remaining everlasting miracle is
this Qur’an, whose wonders never cease. “Falsehood cannot come to it from before

it or behind it. (It is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.” [Fussilat
41:42]
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Q102: What is the evidence of the miraculous nature of the Qur’an?
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A102: The evidence for that is its revelation over more than twenty years, challenging
with it the most eloquent of creation, the most capable in speech, the most articulate,
and the highest in expression. Saying: “Let them then produce a recital like unto it
if they are truthful.” [At-Tur 52:34]
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“Say: Bring you then ten forged surahs like unto it.” [Hud 11:13]
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“Say: Bring you then one surah like unto it.” [Yunus 10:38]
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But they did not do so, nor even attempt it, despite their intense eagerness to refute it by

every possible means.
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Even though its letters and words are of the same language they used to converse with,

and in the same field wherein they competed and prided themselves.
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Then it proclaimed their incapacity and the manifestation of its miraculousness: “Say: If
the mankind and the jinn were together to produce the like of this Qur’an, they
could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another.” [Al-Isra

17:88]
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And the Prophet € said: “There was no Prophet among the Prophets but was
given signs because of which the people had believed, but what I have been
given is Divine Inspiration which Allah has revealed to me. So I hope that my
followers will outnumber those of the other Prophets on the Day of

Resurrection.”
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And the scholars have authored works on the aspects of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature
— 1in its words, meanings, past news, future unseen matters — but whatever they have

attained of that is no more than what a bird takes with its beak from the sea.
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Q103: What is the evidence for Belief in the Last Day?
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A103: Allah the Exalted said: “Verily, those who hope not for their meeting with
Us, but are pleased and satisfied with the life of the present world, and those
who are heedless of Our Ayat. Those, their abode will be the Fire, because of
what they used to earn.” [Yunus 10:7-8]
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And Allah the Exalted said: “Verily, that which you are promised is true. (5) And
verily, the Recompense is sure to happen.” [Adh-Dhariyat 51:5-6]
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And Allah the Exalted said: “And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt
about it.” [Al-Hajj 22.7] And many other (verses).
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Q104: What 1s the meaning of Belief in the Last Day, and what does it include?
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A104: Its meaning is the firm Belief that it will certainly come, and acting in accordance
with that Belief.

Al ¥ el 055 A llely aeld) blsl Ol als 3 sy

And included in that is Belief in the signs and portents of the Hour which will certainly

occur before it.
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And in death, and what comes after it of the trial of the grave, its punishment, and its

bliss.
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And in the blowing of the Trumpet, and the emergence of creation from the graves.
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And in the terrors and fears of the standing on the Day of Resurrection, and the details of
the Gathering: the spreading of the records, and the setting up of the scales.

And in the Sirat (bridge), the Hawd (cistern), intercession, and other such matters.
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And in Paradise and its bliss, the highest of which is the vision of the Face of Allah, the
Mighty and Majestic.
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And in the Fire and its torment, the most severe of which is their being veiled from their
Lord, the Mighty and Majestic.
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Q105: Does anyone know when the Hour will be?
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A105: The coming of the Hour is from the keys of the unseen which Allah the Exalted
has kept exclusively to His knowledge. As Allah said: “Verily, Allah! With Him
(alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that
which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no

person knows in what land he will die.” [Lugman 31:34]
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And He said: “They ask you about the Hour: When will be its appointed time?
Say: The knowledge thereof is with my Lord (Alone). None can reveal its time
but He. Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not
come upon you except all of a sudden.” [Al-A‘raf 7:187]
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And He said: “They ask you (O Muhammad #%) about the Hour, when will be its
appointed time? (42) You have no knowledge to say anything about it. (43) To
your Lord belongs (the knowledge of) the term thereof.” [An-Nazi‘at 79:42—-44]
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And when Jibreel said to the Prophet £: “Inform me about the Hour.” He (¥) said:
“The one questioned about it knows no better than the questioner.” And he
mentioned its signs. And in another narration he added: “It is among five things

which none knows but Allah,” then he recited the aforementioned verse.
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Q106: What is an example of the signs of the Hour from the Qur’an?
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A106: Such as His statement: “Do they then wait for anything other than that the
angels should come to them, or that your Lord (Himself) should come, or that
some of the Ayat of your Lord should come? The day that some of the Ayat of
your Lord do come, no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he

believed not before nor earned good by performing deeds of righteousness
through his faith.” [Al-An‘am 6:158]
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And His statement: “And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them,
We shall bring out from the earth a beast for them, to speak to them because
mankind believed not with certainty in Our Ayat.” [An-Naml 27:82]
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And His statement: “Until, when Ya’juj and Ma’juj (Gog and Magog) are let
loose, and they swoop down from every mound. And the true promise shall
draw near (of fulfilment).” [Al-Anbiya 21:96-97]
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And His statement: “Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a
visible smoke.” [Ad-Dukhan 44:10]
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And His statement: “O mankind! Fear your Lord! Verily, the earthquake of the
Hour is a terrible thing.” [Al-Hajj 22:1] and other verses.
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Q107: What 1s an example of the signs of the Hour from the Sunnah?
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A107: Such as the ahadith about the sun rising from the west,
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And the ahadith about the Beast (of the earth),
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And the ahadith about the trials, such as the Dajjal and the great battles,
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And the ahadith about the descent of ‘Isa (Jesus),
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And the ahadith about the emergence of Ya’juj and Ma’juj (Gog and Magog),
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And the ahadith about the smoke,
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And the ahadith about the wind that will take the soul of every believer,
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And the ahadith about the fire that will appear,
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And the ahadith about the land-slides (swallowing), and others.
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Q108: What is the evidence for Belief in death?
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A108: Allah the Exalted said: “Say: The Angel of Death, who is set over you, will
take your souls, then you shall be brought to your Lord.” [As-Sajdah 32:11]
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And He said: “Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection
shall you be paid your wages in full.” [Aal ‘Imran 3:185]
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And He said to His Prophet €&: “Verily, you (O Muhammad ) will die, and
verily, they (too) will die.” [Az-Zumar 39:30]
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And He said: “And We granted not to any human being immortality before you
(O Muhammad #£): then if you die, would they live forever?” [Al-Anbiya 21:34]
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And He said: “Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. (26) And the Face of
your Lord full of Majesty and Honour will remain forever.” [Ar-Rahman 55:26—
27]
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And He said: “Everything will perish save His Face.” [Al-Qasas 28:88]
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And He said: “And put your trust in the Ever Living One Who dies not.” [Al-
Furqan 25:58]
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And other than these from the verses. Regarding this, there are numerous ahadith. And
the matter is witnessed — none is ignorant of it, and there is no doubt nor hesitation
regarding it. However, the issue is one of arrogance and stubbornness. And none act in

accordance with Belief in it and what follows it except the sincere servants of Allah.
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And we believe that everyone who dies, whether by being killed or by any other cause,
that is by his appointed term, and nothing is diminished from it. Allah the Exalted said:

“Each runs (its course) for an appointed term.” [Ar-Ra‘d 13:2]
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And He said: “When their term is reached, neither can they delay it nor can they

advance it an hour (or a moment).” [Al-A‘raf 7:34]

stk

118



Q109: What is the evidence from the Qur’an for the trial of the grave and its bliss or

punishment?
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A109: Allah the Exalted said: “Nay, it is but a word that he speaks, and behind
them is Barzakh (a barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected.” [Al-
Mu’minun 23:100]
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And He said: “While an evil torment encompassed Fir‘aun’s (Pharaoh) people.
(45) The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. And on the Day
when the Hour will be established (it will be said): ‘Cause Pharaoh’s people to
enter the severest torment!’” [Ghafir 40:45—46]
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And He said: “Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands
firm in this world and in the Hereafter.” [[brahim 14:27]
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And He said: “If you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of
death, while the angels are stretching forth their hands (saying): ‘Deliver your
souls! This day you shall be recompensed with the torment of degradation.’”
[Al-An‘am 6:93]
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And He said: “We shall punish them twice, and thereafter they shall be brought
back to a great (horrible) torment.” [At-Tawbah 9:101] And other verses besides
these.
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Q110: What is the evidence for that from the Sunnah?
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A110: The authentic ahadith regarding this have reached the level of tawatur (mass-

transmission).
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Among them is the hadith of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him), that the Messenger
of Allah € said: “When the servant is placed in his grave and his companions
depart from him, and he indeed hears their footsteps, two angels come to him
and make him sit and say to him: ‘“What did you use to say about this man,
Muhammad £?> As for the believer, he will say: ‘I testify that he is the slave of
Allah and His Messenger.’ It will be said to him: ‘Look at your place in the Fire;
Allah has replaced it for you with a place in Paradise.” So he will see both of

them.”
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Qatadah said, “It was mentioned to us that his grave is expanded for him.” Then he
returned to the hadith of Anas, saying: “As for the hypocrite and disbeliever, it will
be said to him: ‘What did you use to say about this man?’ He will say: ‘I do not
know; I used to say what the people used to say.’ It will be said: ‘You did not
know, and you did not recite.’ Then he will be struck with an iron hammer, a
blow that he will cry out from, a cry which everything near him will hear

except for mankind and jinn.”
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And the hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both), that the
Messenger of Allah € said: “When any one of you dies, his seat is shown to him
morning and evening. If he is among the people of Paradise, then (he is shown) from
among the people of Paradise, and if he is among the people of Hell, then (he is shown)
from among the people of Hell. And it will be said to him: “This is your seat until Allah

b

resurrects you on the Day of Resurrection.i’
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And the hadith about the two graves, in which he € said: “They are being
punished.” And the hadith of Abu Ayyub (may Allah be pleased with him): “The
Prophet € went out after the sun had set, and he heard a sound, so he said: “The Jews

are being punished in their graves.’”
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And the hadith of Asma’ (may Allah be pleased with her): “The Messenger of Allah €&

stood up to deliver a sermon and mentioned the trial of the grave, wherein a person will

be tested. When he mentioned that, the Muslims cried out loudly.”
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And ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said: “I never saw the Messenger of Allah
£ pray any prayer after that except that he sought refuge from the punishment of the

grave.”
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And in the story of the eclipse, he €& commanded them “to seek refuge from the

punishment of the grave.”
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And all of these ahadith are in the Sahih collections. We have cited about sixty of them,
through authentic chains from groups of the Sahabah raising them to the Prophet £z, in

our explanation of As-Sullam — so refer to it.
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Q111: What is the evidence for resurrection from the graves?
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A111: The statement of Allah the Exalted: “O mankind! If you are in doubt about
the Resurrection, then verily, We have created you from dust, then from a
Nutfah (mixed drops of male and female sexual discharge), then from a clot,
then from a little lump of flesh — some formed and some unformed — that We
may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We will to remain in the

2

wombs for an appointed term...” [Al-Hajj 22:5]
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Until His statement: “That is because Allah — He is the Truth, Who gives life to
the dead, and Who is Able to do all things. And verily, the Hour is coming, no
doubt about it; and certainly Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.”
[Al-Hajj 22:6-7]
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And His statement: “And He it is Who originates the creation, then will repeat it
(after it has perished), and this is easier for Him.” [Ar-Rum 30:27]

/////

And His statement: “As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it.” [Al-
Anbiya 21:104]
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And His statement: “And man says: “When I am dead, shall I then be raised up
alive?” Does not man remember that We created him before, while he was

nothing?” [Maryam 19:66—67]
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And His statement: “Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah
(mixed semen drops). Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent. And he
puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: “Who will
give life to these bones when they have rotted away and become dust?’ Say: He
will give life to them Who created them for the first time...” [Ya-Sin 36:77-79 to
the end of the Surah]

s I8 o &) o gseh (28 8T e JEHRTHENNE LIS RCUTRUN I IERPNY] A O35 3t : Jws 4y
Byl AT [P i3I o b

And His statement: “Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the

earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is Able to give life to the dead?
Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.” [Al-Ahqaf 46:33 to the end of the Surah]|

-
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And His statement: “And among His Signs is this: that you see the earth barren,
but when We send down water (rain) to it, it is stirred (to life) and swells. Verily,
He Who gives it life, surely, He is Able to give life to the dead. Indeed! He is
Able to do all things.” [Fussilat 41:39]
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And other than these verses. And Allah often gives the example of this by His reviving
the earth with water, so it shakes and turns green with vegetation after its death and

barrenness, when it was lifeless before.
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The Prophet €& gave this example in the long hadith of Al-‘Uqayli, where he said: “By
your Lord! There will not remain upon its surface a place of the slain or a grave
of the dead except that it will be split open, until it brings him forth from near
his head, and he will sit upright. It will be said: “Your Lord — what is He?’
concerning what he was upon. He will say: ‘My Lord, yesterday and today.’

And his connection to life will make him think it recent with his family.”
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So I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will He gather us after the winds, decay, and
beasts have scattered us?” He said: ‘Shall I not inform you of an example of that in
the Signs of Allah? The earth — you look upon it when it is dry and barren, and
you say: It will never live again. Then your Lord sends down rain upon it, and
after a few days you look at it and it is fresh and green. By your Lord, indeed He
is more able to gather them than He is to gather the vegetation of the earth

from water. And so they will come forth from their places of death.”” And many
other ahadith.
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Q112: What is the ruling on the one who denies the Resurrection?
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A112: He i1s a disbeliever in Allah the Mighty and Majestic, and in His Books and His
Messengers. Allah the Exalted said: “And those who disbelieve say: “When we have

become dust — we and our fathers — shall we really be brought forth (again)?*”
[An-Naml 27:67]
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And He said: “And if you (O Muhammad #) wonder, then wondrous is their
statement: “When we are dust, shall we indeed then be (raised) in a new
creation?’ They are those who disbelieve in their Lord! They are those who will
have iron chains in their necks. They will be dwellers of the Fire to dwell
therein forever.” [Ar-Ra‘d 13:5]
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And He said: “Those who disbelieve claim that they will never be resurrected.
Say (O Muhammad #): Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected,
then you will certainly be informed of what you did; and that is easy for Allah.”
[At-Taghabun 64:7] And other verses besides these.

Qgé'ﬁjjwj ‘&5“30&@3365704‘ &5;.4.'\5" :wa\ Jé :JG%@"J‘O’W“‘U‘ 2 GT&M\ 9
Al st gl (s aaxd ely izle] o e Ol Gt Jof ey (ol ST gy o gl (o) 4ndST L (el W
" \jf‘g ug.g ij .Uj\‘ ij A VJ daa! e[ Uij c\-Uj

And in the two Sahihs, from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), from the
Prophet €%, who said: “Allah said: The son of Adam denies Me, and he has no
right to do so. And he reviles Me, and he has no right to do so. As for his
denying Me: he says, ‘He will not recreate me as He created me the first time.’
But the first creation is not easier for Me than recreating him. And as for his
reviling Me: he says, ‘Allah has taken a son.”’ But I am Al-Ahad (the One), As-
Samad (the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need), I beget not, nor

was I begotten, and there is none comparable to Me.”
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Q113: What is the evidence for the blowing of the Trumpet, and how many times will
it be blown?
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A113: Allah the Exalted said: “And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in
the heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom
Allah wills. Then it will be blown a second time, and behold they will be
standing, looking on.” [Az-Zumar 39:68§]
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So in this verse, two blowings are mentioned: the first for swooning, and the second for
resurrection. And Allah said: “And (remember) the Day on which the Trumpet
will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will
be terrified except him whom Allah will (exempt).” [An-Naml 27:87] So whoever
interprets the terror in this verse as swooning, then it is the first blowing mentioned in

Surah Az-Zumar.
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And this is supported by the hadith in Sahih Muslim, in which: “Then the Trumpet
will be blown, and no one will hear it except that he will bend his neck to one
side and raise it to the other. The first to hear it will be a man who is setting
right the trough of his camels. He will fall unconscious, and the people will also
fall unconscious. Then Allah will send down — or he said: Allah will cause to
descend — rain like dew, or he said: like shade (the narrator Shu‘bah was
uncertain). Then the bodies of the people will grow from it. Then the Trumpet
will be blown again, and behold, they will be standing, looking on.” [Muslim]
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And whoever interprets the terror without swooning, then it is a third blowing,

preceding the other two.
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And this is supported by what is in the long hadith of the Trumpet, in which three
blowings are mentioned: the blowing of terror, the blowing of swooning, and the

blowing of standing before the Lord of the Worlds.
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Q114: What 1s the description of the gathering (on the Day of Resurrection) from the
Qur’an?
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A114: Its description is mentioned in many verses. Among them is His statement: “And
truly you have come unto Us alone (without wealth, companions, or servants)

as We created you the first time.” [Al-An‘am 6:94]
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And His statement: “And We shall gather them together, so as to leave not one of
them behind.” [Al-Kaht 18:47]
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And His statement: “On the Day that We shall gather the Muttaqun (the pious)
unto the Most Beneficent, like a delegation (presented before a king). (85) And
We shall drive the Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers) to Hell, in a thirsty state.”
[Maryam 19:85-86]
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And His statement: “And you (all) will be in three groups. So those on the Right
Hand (7) how (fortunate) will be those on the Right Hand! And those on the
Left Hand (8) how (miserable) will be those on the Left Hand! (9) And those
foremost (in Islamic Faith and in performing righteous deeds) will be foremost
(in Paradise).” [Al-Waqi‘ah 56:7-10]

s 5 say [V oA k] gleas ) aani VB sl Sl catas A zge ¥ (VU1 Dpad dsgh s s
O REIPEN CO PN

And His statement: “On that Day mankind will follow strictly (the voice of)
Allah’s caller, no crookedness will they show him (Allah’s caller). And all voices
will be humbled for the Most Beneficent, and nothing shall you hear but the
low voice of their footsteps.” [Ta-Ha 20:108] — meaning, the shuffling of feet to the

place of gathering, like the sound of camel hooves.
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And His statement: “And he whom Allah guides, he is led aright; but he whom
He sends astray, for such you will find no helpers besides Him. And We shall
gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their faces...” [Al-Isra

17:97] And many other verses besides these.
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Q115: What 1is its description (the gathering on the Day of Resurrection) from the

Sunnah?
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A115: The Prophet €% said: “The people will be gathered in three ways: those who
will be riding, those who will be walking, and the rest will be gathered by the
Fire. It will stay with them where they rest at midday, it will stay with them
where they spend the night, and it will stay with them where they are in the

morning and evening.”
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And from Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him): A man said: O Prophet of
Allah, how will the disbeliever be gathered on his face? He said: “Is not He Who made
him walk on two legs in this world able to make him walk on his face on the

Day of Resurrection?”
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And the Prophet # said: “You will be gathered barefoot, naked, and
uncircumcised — (As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it [Al-Anbiya
21:104]) — and the first one to be clothed on the Day of Resurrection will be
Ibrahim (Abraham).”
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And ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said regarding this: O Messenger of Allah,
will the men and women not look at each other? He said: “The situation will be too

severe for them to concern themselves with that.”
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Q116: What is the description of the Standing (on the Day of Resurrection) from the
Qur’an?
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A116: Allah the Exalted said: “Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which
the wrongdoers do. He only gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will
stare in horror. They will be hastening forward with necks outstretched, their
heads raised up, their gaze returning not towards them, and their hearts empty

(from thinking because of extreme fear).” [Ibrahim 14:42—43]
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And Allah the Exalted said: “The Day that the Ruh (Jibreel) and the angels will
stand forth in rows, they will not speak except him whom the Most Beneficent
(Allah) allows, and he will speak what is right.” [An-Naba’ 78:38]
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And He said: “And warn them of the Day that is drawing near, when the hearts
will be choking the throats, filled with grief. No friend will a wrongdoer have,

nor any intercessor who could be given heed.” [Ghafir 40:18]
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And He said: “In a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.” [Al-Ma‘arjj
70:4]
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And He said: “We shall attend to you, O you two classes (jinn and men)!” [Ar-
Rahman 55:31] And many other (verses) besides these.
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Q117: What is the description of the Standing (on the Day of Resurrection) from the

Sunnah?
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A117: There are many ahadith concerning this. Among them: from Ibn ‘Umar (may
Allah be pleased with them both), from the Prophet €% regarding the verse: “The Day
when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn
and all that exists)” [Al-Mutaftifin 83:6] — he said: “One of them will stand in his

sweat up to half of his ears.”
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And the hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), that the Messenger of
Allah €& said: “The people will sweat on the Day of Resurrection, and their sweat
will sink seventy cubits deep into the earth, and it will reach up to their ears.”

And these are in the Sahih collections, and there are many others.
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Q118: What is the description of the presentation and reckoning from the Qur’an?
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A118: Allah the Exalted said: “That Day shall you be brought to Judgment, not a
secret of you will be hidden.” [Al-Haqqah 69:18] And He said: “And they will be

set before your Lord in rows, (and Allah will say): ‘Now indeed, you have come
to Us as We created you the first time.”” [Al-Kaht 18:48]
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And He said: “And (remember) the Day when We shall gather out of every
nation a troop of those who denied Our Ayat, and they shall be set in arrays.
(83) Till, when they come (before their Lord), He will say: ‘Did you deny My
Ayat whereas you comprehended them not in knowledge, or what (else) was it
that you used to do?’ (84) And the Word (of torment) will be fulfilled against
them, because they have done wrong, and they shall say nothing.” [An-Naml 27:
83-85]
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And He said: “That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they may
be shown their deeds. (6) So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an
atom, shall see it. (7) And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom,
shall see it.” [Az-Zalzalah 99:6-8] And He said: “So, by your Lord, surely We shall
question them all. (92) About what they used to do.” [Al-Hijr 15:92-93] And He
said: “But stop them, verily they are to be questioned.” [As-Saffat 37:24] And

many others besides these.
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Q119: How is that described in the Sunnah?
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A119: There are many ahadith about this, among them his £¢ saying: “Whoever is called

to account will be punished.”
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‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said: “Does not Allah say: ‘Then as for him
who will be given his Record in his right hand, Soon will his account be taken
by an easy reckoning’ [Al-Inshiqaq 84:8]?” He # said: “That is only the

presentation.”

i 0B 1S g 1 Jghd Sy outas ST Lad )Y ¢ o M O ) gl 1) JUid deldll pgy ST sl (G,
RO 1K g‘}"ii}b L

And he €& said: “The disbeliever will be brought on the Day of Resurrection and
it will be said to him: ‘Do you not see that if you had all that is in the earth in
gold, would you ransom yourself with it?”> He will say: ‘Yes.” It will be said:

999

“You were asked for something much easier than that.
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And in another narration: “I had asked you for something much easier than this
when you were in the loins of Adam: that you should not associate anything

with Me, but you refused except shirk.”
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And he €g said: “There is none among you but his Lord will speak to him, and
there will be no interpreter between him and Allah. He will look to his right
and will see nothing but what he has sent ahead; he will look to his left and will
see nothing but what he has sent ahead; and he will look in front of him and will
see nothing but the Fire facing him. So protect yourselves from the Fire, even
with half a date, or with a kind word.”
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And he € said: “One of you — meaning the believers — will be brought close to
his Lord until He places His screen over him. Then He will say: ‘Did you do
such and such a deed?” He will say: ‘Yes.” He will say: ‘Did you do such and
such a deed?’ He will say: “‘Yes.” Then He will make him acknowledge his sins,
then He will say: ‘I concealed them for you in the world, and today I forgive

them for you.”” And other ahadith besides these.
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Q120: What 1s the description of how the records (scrolls) will be spread open from the
Book?

P Sy S T (1) sia il G aatd p £ A5 i 3 oyl Gl o) g5 1 s U G
[Ve =\ cho] fles Slle

A120: Allah the Most High said: “And We have fastened every man's deeds to his
neck, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall bring out for him a book which
he will find wide open. (13) (It will be said to him): "Read your book. You

yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against you this Day.” [Al-Isra 17:13-14]
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And the Most High said: “And when the written pages of deeds (good and bad) of
every person shall be laid open.” [At-Takwir 81:10]
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And the Most High said: “And the Book (one's Record) will be placed (in the right
hand for the believers in Paradise and in the left hand for the disbelievers in
Hell), and you will see the Mujrimiin (criminals, polytheists, sinners) fearful of
that which is (recorded) therein; they will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is
this that leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with
numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before them, and your
Lord treats no one with injustice.” [Al-Kahf 18:49]
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And the Most High said: “Then as for him who will be given his Record in his

right hand will say: "Here! Read my Record!” until His statement: “And the
disbelievers, those who were astray.” [Al-Haqqah 69:19-37]
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And in the verse of Al-Inshiqaq: “Then as for him who will be given his Record in
his right hand.” [Al-Inshiqaq 84:7]
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And He said: “But whosoever is given his Record behind his back.” [Al-Inshiqaq
84:10]
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This indicates that the one who will be given his Record in his right hand, he will
receive it from the front; and the one who will be given his Record in his left hand, he
will receive it from behind his back — and we seek refuge with Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic.
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Q122: What is the evidence for that from the Sunnah?
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A122: There are many Ahadith regarding this, among them: The Prophet €% said: "The
believer will be brought near his Lord until He will place His screen over him
and He will make him confess his sins. He (Allah) will say: ‘Do you recognize
such and such sin?’ He will reply: ‘Yes, my Lord, I recognize it’ — twice. Then
He (Allah) will say: ‘I concealed it for you in the world, and today I forgive it for
you.’ Then his record of good deeds will be handed to him. As for the others, or
the disbelievers, it will be announced before all the witnesses: {These are the
ones who lied against their Lord.}”[Hud: 18§].
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‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said: I asked, “O Messenger of Allah, will a
loved one remember his beloved on the Day of Resurrection?” He said: “O ‘Aishah,
on three occasions, no. At the balance, until it becomes heavy or light, no. At
the time when the records are flying about, whether one is given in his right
hand or in his left, no. And when a neck (from Hell) will appear (to seize
people), no.” The long narration of this Hadith was reported by Ahmad and Abu
Dawud. And other Ahadith as well.
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Q123: What is the evidence for the Scale (al-Mizan) from the Book, and what is the
description of the weighing?
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A123: Allah the Most High said: “And We shall set up Balances of justice on the
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if
there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And Sufficient are We
to take account.” [Al-Anbiya’: 47]
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“And the weighing on that Day (Day of Resurrection) will be the true
(weighing). So as for those whose Scale (of good deeds) will be heavy, they will
be the successful (by entering Paradise). And as for those whose Scale will be
light, those are they who will lose themselves for their wrongful behaviour with
Our Ayat.” [Al-A‘raf: 8-9]
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“So on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.” [Al-Kahf:

105] And other similar verses.
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Q124: What is the evidence for that and its description from the Sunnah?
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A124: There are many Ahadith regarding this, among them: The Hadith of the card (al-
Bitaqah): A man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection, and ninety-nine scrolls
will be spread for him, each scroll as far as the eye can see. Then a card will be brought
upon which is written: “I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah,
and that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.” The scrolls will be placed in one pan
(of the Scale) and the card in the other, and the card will outweigh the scrolls, for
nothing is heavier than the Name of Allah.
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And among them, his € statement regarding Ibn Mas‘Ud (may Allah be pleased with
him): “Are you amazed at the thinness of his legs? By Him in Whose Hand is my
soul, they will be heavier in the Scale than Mount Uhud.”
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And he £ said: “On the Day of Resurrection, a huge fat man will be brought,
but he will not weigh with Allah the weight of a mosquito’s wing. Read (if you
wish): {So on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.}
[Al-Kaht: 105].” And other Ahadith as well.
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Q125: What 1s the evidence for the Sirat (Bridge) from the Qur’an?
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A125: Allah the Almighty said: “There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this
is with your Lord, a Decree which must be accomplished. Then We shall save those

who used to fear Allah and were dutiful to Him. And We shall leave the wrong-
doers therein (humbled) to their knees.” [Maryam: 71-72]
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“On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women—their light
running forward before them and (with their Records—Book of deeds) in their right
hands.” [Al-Hadid: 12]
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Q126: What is the evidence for that and its description from the Sunnah?
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A126: There are many Ahadith, among them: The Prophet £ said in the Hadith of
intercession: “The Bridge will be brought and placed across the Hellfire.” We said: “O
Messenger of Allah, what is the Bridge?”
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He said: “It is a slippery bridge, on which there are hooks and clamps, and thorns
like the thorn of As-Sa‘dan (a thorny plant) in Najd. The believers will pass over it,
some like the blinking of an eye, some like lightning, some like the wind, some like
fine horses and camels. Some will be safe and sound, some will be scratched but
released, and some will be thrown down into the Fire of Hell, until the last of them

passes, dragged along.” This Hadith is in the SahThayn.
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Abu Sa‘Td (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “It has reached me that the Bridge is thinner

than a hair and sharper than a sword.”
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Q127: What is the evidence for retribution (al-qisas) from the Qur’an?
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A127: Allah the Exalted said: “Indeed Allah does not wrong even the weight of an

atom; and if there is a good deed, He multiplies it and gives from Himself a

great reward.” [al-Nisa’: 40]
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And He said: “This Day every soul will be recompensed for what it earned. No
injustice today.” [Ghafir: 17]
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“And Allah judges in truth.” [Ghafir: 20]
(8 o] §05all ¥ 4h5 By 2 ol 1 s o3,

And His saying: “And it will be judged between them in truth, and they will not
be wronged.” [al-Zumar: 69]
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Q128: What is the evidence for retribution (al-Qisas) and its description from the

Sunnah?
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A128: There are numerous narrations, among them his statement £%: “The first matter
to be judged between people on the Day of Resurrection will be blood (i.e.,

murder).”
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And his statement £&: “Whoever has wronged his brother, let him resolve it today
before there will be no dinar nor dirham, and (the recompense) will be taken
from his good deeds; and if he has no good deeds, then some of the sins of his

brother will be cast upon him.”
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And his statement €£: “When the believers are saved from the Fire, they will be
held on a bridge between Paradise and Hell, and retribution will be taken
among them for the injustices that were between them in the world, until they

are purified and cleansed, then they will be permitted to enter Paradise.” All of

these are in the SahTh collections, and there are many others.

Seskeskeskesk

142



S pr o) s Loz
Q129: What is the evidence for the Hawd (the Prophet’s cistern) from the Qur’an?
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A129: Allah the Mighty said to His Prophet £%: “Indeed, We have granted you al-
Kawthar.” [al-Kawthar: 1]
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Q130: What is the evidence and its description from the Sunnah?
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A130: There are numerous narrations, reaching the level of Tawatur (Mass

Transmission), including his statement €¢: “I will be at the Hawd ahead of you.”
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And his statement €: “I will be at the Hawd before you, and I am a witness over

you, and indeed by Allah I am looking at my Hawd now.”
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And his statement £z: “My Hawd is the distance of a month’s journey; its water is
whiter than milk, its fragrance is more pleasant than musk, and its vessels are

like the stars of the sky. Whoever drinks from it will never thirst again.”
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And his statement €2: “I came upon a river, its banks were domes of hollow
pearls. I said: “What is this, O Jibril?’ He said: ‘This is al-Kawthar.”” There are

many other narrations regarding this as well.
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Q131: What is the evidence for believing in Paradise and Hellfire?
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A131: Allah the Exalted said: “So fear the Fire whose fuel is men and stones,
prepared for the disbelievers. (24) And give glad tidings to those who believe
and do righteous deeds, that for them will be gardens beneath which rivers

flow.” [al-Baqarah: 24—-25] This verse, and countless others.
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And in the Sahth, from the supplication of the Prophet £ in the night prayer: “To You
belongs all praise. You are the Truth, Your promise is true, meeting You is
true, Your word is true, Paradise is true, Hellfire is true, the Prophets are true,
Muhammad # is true, and the Hour is true.” (HadTth)
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And his statement £&: “Whoever testifies that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah alone without partner, and that Muhammad is His slave and
Messenger, and that Isd is the slave of Allah and His Messenger, His word
which He bestowed upon Maryam, and a spirit from Him, and that Paradise is
true and Hellfire is true, Allah will admit him into Paradise regardless of his
deeds.” (Agreed upon — BukharT and Muslim)
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And in another narration: “Through whichever of the eight gates of Paradise he

wishes.”
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Q132: What is the meaning of Belief in Paradise and Hellfire?
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A132: Its meaning is to have Certain Belief in their existence, that both are already
created, and that they will remain by Allah’s will and preservation, never to perish. This
includes believing in all the delights contained in Paradise and all the punishments

contained in Hellfire.
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Q133: What is the evidence that Paradise and Hellfire exist now?
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A133: Allah Almighty informed us that both have already been prepared. He said about
Paradise: “prepared for the pious” [Al Imran: 133], and about Hellfire: “prepared
for the disbelievers” [al-Bagarah: 24].
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And He informed us that He settled Adam and his wife in Paradise before they ate from
the tree. And He told us that the disbelievers are exposed to the Fire morning and

evening.
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And the Prophet £ said: “I looked into Paradise and saw that most of its
inhabitants were the poor. And I looked into Hellfire and saw that most of its

inhabitants were women.” (Hadlth)
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And it has already been mentioned regarding the trial and punishment of the grave:

“When one of you dies, his seat is shown to him.” (Hadith)
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And he € said: “Cool off (by delaying) the prayer, for indeed the intense heat is
from the breath of Hellfire.”
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And he # said: “The Fire complained to its Lord saying: ‘My parts have
consumed one another.” So He gave it permission to have two breaths: one in

the winter and one in the summer. The most severe heat you experience is

from its heat, and the most severe cold you experience is from its cold.”
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And he €& said: “Fever is from the heat of Hellfire, so cool it with water.”
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And he € said: “When Allah created Paradise and Hellfire, He sent Jibril to
Paradise and said: ‘Go and look at it.”” (Hadith)
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And both were presented to him £ during the eclipse prayer and during the Night

Journey (al-Isra’). And in this matter there are innumerable authentic Hadiths.
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Q134: What is the evidence that Paradise and Hell will remain forever and never perish?
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A134: Allah the Most High said about the Jannah: “To abide therein forever; that is

the supreme success.” [al-Tawbah: 100]
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And He said, the Most High: “Nor will they ever be removed from it.” [al-Hijr: 48]
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And He said, the Most High: “A gift without an end.” [H(Od: 108]
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And He said, the Most High: “Never ending, nor forbidden.” [al-W&qi‘ah: 33]
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And He said, the Most High: “Indeed, this is Our provision which will never be
exhausted.” [Sad: 54|
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And He said, the Most High: “Indeed, the righteous will be in a secure place.”
“They will not taste death therein except the first death.” [al-Dukhan: 51-56]
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And other than these verses; Allah has informed of its eternity, and the eternity of the life
of its people, and that it will not be cut oft from them, nor will they be taken out of it.
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And likewise the Hellfire; Allah the Exalted said regarding it: “Except the path to
Hell, abiding therein forever.” [al-Nisa": 169]
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And He said, the Most High: “Indeed Allah has cursed the disbelievers and
prepared for them a blazing Fire; abiding therein forever, they will not find any

protector nor any helper.” [al-Ahz3b: 64-65]
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And He said, the Most High: “And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger,
then indeed, for him is the Fire of Hell, abiding therein forever.” [al-]Jinn: 23]
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And He said, the Most High: “And they will not get out of the Fire.” [al-Baqarah:
167]
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And He said, the Most High: “It will not be lightened from them, and they will be
therein in despair.” [al-Zukhruf: 75]
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And He said, the Most High: “It will not be decreed for them that they should die,
nor will its punishment be lightened from them.” [Fatir: 36]
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And He said, the Most High: “Indeed, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal,
then indeed, for him is Hell; he will neither die therein, nor live.” [Ta Ha: 74|
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And other than that of the verses, Allah the Exalted informed us in these verses and their
likes, that the people of the Fire, who are its people — it was created for them and they

were created for it — that they will abide therein forever.
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So Allah the Exalted negated their exiting from it by His statement: “And they will not
get out of the Fire.” [al-Baqarah: 167]
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And He negated it being cut off from them by His statement: “It will not be lightened
from them.” [al-Zukhruf: 75]
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And He negated their annihilation therein by His statement: “Then he will not die
therein, nor live.” [al-A‘13: 13]
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And the Prophet #£ said: “The people of the Fire who are its people will neither

die therein nor live.”

b :3be @3l o5 gy o HWIg et o o igall s o SW1 IS Jalg dndt I Al Jal e 131" cEE G,
e S U U el S35 cegm b JI - d et Jal 31358 cge W W ol b ccge W Al o

And he €¢ said: "When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, and the people of
the Fire enter the Fire, death will be brought until it is placed between Paradise
and the Fire, then it will be slaughtered. Then a caller will call out: ‘O people of
Paradise, no more death; O people of the Fire, no more death.” So the people of
Paradise will increase in joy upon their joy, and the people of the Fire will

increase in sorrow upon their sorrow."
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In one wording: “Each one is abiding forever in what he is in.”
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And in another narration: “Then the Messenger of Allah £¢ recited: ‘And warn them
of the Day of Regret, when the matter will be decided, while they are in
heedlessness and they do not believe.”” [Maryam: 39] And it is in the Sahth, and

concerning that there are ahadith besides what we have mentioned.
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Q135: What is the evidence that the believers will see their Lord, Blessed and Exalted, in
the Hereafter?
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A135: Allah the Exalted said: “Faces that Day will be radiant, looking at their
Lord.” [al-Qiyamah: 22-23]

And He said, the Most High: “For those who do good is the best [reward] and
more.” [YUnus: 26]
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And He said, the Most High about the disbelievers: “Nay! Indeed, they will on that
Day be veiled from their Lord.” [al-Mutaftifin: 15] So if He veiled His enemies, He
did not veil His allies.
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And in al-SahThayn from Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said:
“We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah ££ and he looked at the moon on
the night it was full, and said: ‘Indeed you will see your Lord openly just as you
see this (moon); you will not be harmed in seeing Him. So if you are able not to
be overpowered regarding a prayer before the rising of the sun and a prayer

999

before its setting, then do so.
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And his statement: “Just as you see this.” — meaning, like your seeing of this moon —

1s a comparison of the seeing with the seeing, not of the seen with the seen.
" Olghe o Ao 4187 g8 Ulavas grourl SO 1 gl g e all) ST i S g OT LS

Just as his statement in the Hadith about Allah speaking by revelation: “The angels
strike their wings in humility to His saying, as if it were a chain upon a smooth

stone.”
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And this 1s a comparison of hearing with hearing, not of the heard with the heard. Far
exalted is Allah above being likened in His essence or His attributes to anything of His
creation. And the Prophet € is free from having any of his speech carried upon
anthropomorphism, and he is the most knowledgeable of creation about Allah, Mighty
and Majestic.
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And in the Hadith of Suhayb in Muslim: “The veil will be lifted, and they will not
be given anything more beloved to them than looking at their Lord, Mighty
and Majestic.” Then he recited this verse: “For those who do good is the best

[reward] and more.” [YUnus: 26]
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And in this topic are many authentic, explicit ahadith. We mentioned among them in
the commentary of Sullam al-WusQl forty-five ahadith from more than thirty
Companions. And whoever rejects that has denied the Book and what Allah has sent His

Messengers with.

[Vo romiikall] 4055l dsifi o 38 a8 Wh 1o Jw ol JB ol e 018

And he would be among those about whom Allah the Exalted said: “Nay! Indeed, they
will on that Day be veiled from their Lord.” [al-Mutaftifin: 15]
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We ask Allah the Exalted for pardon and well-being, and that He grants us the delight of
looking at His Face. Amn.

Seskeskeskesk

152



SO g (08T yads (06T pamg caelazly OlagY) s Loz

Q136: What is the evidence for belief in intercession, who will it be from, who will it be

tfor, and when will it occur?
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A136: Allah the Mighty and Majestic has affirmed intercession in His Book in many
places, with strict conditions. He has informed us that it belongs entirely to Him, and no

one has any share in it. He said: “Say: To Allah belongs all intercession.” [al-Zumar:
44]
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As for when it will occur: He, Mighty and Majestic, has informed us that it will only
occur by His permission, as He said: “Who is it that can intercede with Him except
with His permission?” [al-Baqarah: 255]
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“There is no intercessor except after His permission.” [Y (nus: 3]
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“And how many angels there are in the heavens whose intercession will avail
nothing, except after Allah gives permission to whomever He wills and is
pleased with.” [al-Najm: 26|

[vr L] 44 05l 3l ¥y adis il 225 Y
“And intercession will not benefit with Him except for the one He permits.”
[Saba’: 23]
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As for who it will be from: Just as He informed us that it will only be by His permission,
He also informed us that He will only permit it from His righteous chosen allies. He said:
“None will speak except he whom the Most Merciful has permitted, and he
speaks what is right.” [al-Naba’: 38]
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And He said: “They will not possess intercession except he who has taken a
covenant with the Most Merciful.” [Maryam: 87]
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As for who it will be for: He informed us that He will not permit intercession except for

those He is pleased with. He said: “And they do not intercede except for him with
whom He is pleased.” [al-Anbiya’: 28]
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“On that Day no intercession will benefit except the one whom the Most
Merciful has permitted, and He has accepted for him a word.” [Ta Ha: 109]
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And He, Exalted is He, is not pleased except with the people of Tawh1d and sincerity.

[14 53] s ks g un> o el W < Jlas I3 18 L
As for others, He said: “The wrongdoers will have no devoted friend, nor any

intercessor who is obeyed.” [Ghafir: 18]
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“So now we have no intercessors, nor a devoted friend.” [al-Shu‘ard’: 100-101]
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“So the intercession of intercessors will not benefit them.” [al-Muddaththir: 48]
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The Prophet €% informed us that he was granted intercession. Then he told us that he
will come and prostrate beneath the Throne, praising his Lord with praises He will teach
him. He will not begin interceding at first, until it is said to him: “Raise your head,
speak and you will be heard, ask and you will be given, intercede and your

intercession will be accepted.” (Hadith)
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Then he informed that he will not intercede for all the sinners among the people of
Tawhid all at once. Rather, he said: “A limit will be set for me, and I will admit
them into Paradise.” Then he will return and prostrate in the same way, and a limit

will be set for him, until the end of the Hadrth of intercession.
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And AbO Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said to him: “O Messenger of
Allah, who will be the happiest of people with your intercession?” He said: “Whoever
says: La ilaha illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped but Allah),

sincerely from his heart.”

seskeskesksk
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Q137: How many types of intercession are there, and which is the greatest?
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A137: The greatest is the Grand Intercession on the Day of Resurrection, when Allah
comes to judge between His servants. It is specific to our Prophet Muhammad €%, and it
1s the Praised Station that Allah promised him, as He said: “It may be that your Lord

will raise you to a station of praise.” [Al-Isra’: 79].
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That is because when the people are overwhelmed by the standing, the station is
prolonged, anxiety becomes severe, and they are bridled by sweat, they will seek
intercession for Allah to judge between them. They will go to Adam, then NOh, then
Ibrghim, then M{sa, then Tsa son of Maryam. Each of them will say: “Myself, myself,”
until they reach our Prophet Muhammad €&, who will say: “I am for it,” as detailed in
al-BukharT, Muslim, and others.
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The Second: intercession to open the gate of Paradise. The first to open its gate will be

our Prophet Muhammad €%, and the first of the nations to enter it will be his Ummabh.
Laglsy N of LW & ,»T N rbﬁf @ aelazdl paitill

The Third: intercession for people who were ordered to Hellfire, that they not enter it.

156



ot LS Ogtid Bl g5 B Osm b Lo lgylog Iptimtal W8 Ot clgte I i OF dmsdl ol o Ll 0 5 a0

el o 3 2]

The Fourth: intercession for those among the people of Tawhid who entered it, that
they be taken out of it. They will come out scorched and turned to charcoal, then they
will be cast into the River of Life, where they will grow as a seed grows in the soil

carried by a flood.
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The Fifth: intercession to raise the ranks of certain people of Paradise. These three are
not exclusive to our Prophet €%, but he is given precedence in them, then after him the
Prophets, the angels, the righteous allies of Allah, and the children who died young
intercede. Then Allah, by His mercy, will take people out of Hell without intercession

—so many that only He can count—and admit them into Paradise.
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The Sixth: intercession to lessen the punishment of some disbelievers. This is specific to
our Prophet Muhammad £ for his uncle AbQd Talib, as is reported in Muslim and
others: “Hellfire will continue to be cast into, and it will say: ‘Is there any more?’
until the Lord of Glory places His Foot in it, and then it will draw together and
say: ‘Enough, enough, by Your might,” and Paradise will remain with extra

space.”
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With the surplus space left, Allah will create new people and admit them. Concerning
this, there are countless texts; whoever desires them will find them in the Qur’an and the

Sunnah.
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Q138: Does anyone enter Paradise or escape from Hellfire because of his deeds?
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A138: The Messenger of Allah €% said: “Try to do what is right and aim close to
perfection, and know that none of you will be saved by his deeds.” They said: “O
Messenger of Allah, not even you?” He said: “Not even me, unless Allah envelopes

me in mercy from Him and bounty.”
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And in another narration: “Aim right, come close, and receive glad tidings, for no
one will enter Paradise by his deeds.” They said: “Not even you, O Messenger of
Allah?” He said: “Not even me, unless Allah covers me with mercy from Him.
And know that the most beloved deed to Allah is that which is continuous, even
if little.”

skeskesksksk
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Q139: How is this Hadith reconciled with the statement of Allah: “This is the Paradise
which you have been made to inherit because of what you used to do.” [Al-
A'raf: 43]?
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A139: There is no contradiction between them, all praise is for Allah. The “ba™ (.) in
the verse indicates causation (i...), because righteous deeds are a cause for entering

Paradise—it does not occur without them, for the eftect exists only with its cause.
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Whereas the “ba™ (.) negated in the Hadith is the “ba’ of exchange” (i), meaning
price or compensation. For even if a servant lived the lifetime of this world fasting the
days, standing in prayer at night, and avoiding all sins, his deeds would not repay even a
tenth of the smallest favor of Allah upon him—outward or inward. So how could they

ever be the price for entering Paradise?
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“My Lord, forgive and have mercy, and You are the best of those who show
mercy.” [Al-MuminQn: 118]
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Q140: What 1s the evidence for belief in divine decree (al-Qadr) in general?
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A140: Allah the Exalted said: “And the Command of Allah is a decree
determined.” [Al-Ahzab 38] and He said: “That Allah might accomplish a matter
already destined.” [Al-Anfal 42] and He said: “And the Command of Allah is ever
executed.” [An-Nisd’ 47] and He said: “No calamity befalls but by the Leave of
Allah, and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart.” [At-Taghabun 11]
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And He said: “What you suffered on the day the two armies met was by the
Leave of Allah.” [Al Imran 166] and He said: “Who, when afflicted with calamity,
say: ‘Truly! to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return.” They are
those on whom are the Salawat (blessings) from their Lord, and (they are those
who) receive His Mercy, and it is they who are the guided ones.” [Al-Baqarah
156-157] And many other verses.
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Also, in the hadith of Jibrll which has proceeded: “...and to believe in al-Qadr, its
good and its evil.” And the Prophet € said: “Know that what has reached you was
never going to miss you, and what missed you was never going to reach you.”
He €& also said: “If something befalls you, do not say: ‘If only I had done such
and such, then such and such would have happened,’ but rather say: ‘It is the
Decree of Allah, and whatever He wills, He does.”” And he € said: “Everything

is by decree — even incapacity and intelligence.”
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Q141: How many levels are there to belief in al-Qadr (Divine Decree)?
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A141: Belief in al-Qadr consists of four levels:
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The First Level: To believe in Allah’s all-encompassing Knowledge — that nothing
whatsoever escapes His knowledge, not even the weight of an atom in the heavens or
the earth. He, the Most High, knew all of His creation before He created them: He
knew their provisions, their lifespans, their statements, their deeds, all of their
movements and stillness, their secrets and what they make apparent — and He knew
who among them would be of the people of Paradise and who would be of the people of
the Fire.
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The Second Level: To believe in Allah’s Writing (al-Kitabah) — that He, the Exalted,
has written everything which His Knowledge has encompassed and which He knew

would come to pass. Included in this belief is faith in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-
MahfGz) and the Pen (al-Qalam).
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The Third Level: To believe in Allah’s effective Will (al-MashTah an-Nafidhah) and
His all-encompassing Power (al-Qudrah ash-Shamilah). These two are inseparable with
regard to what has been and what will be, but they are not necessarily connected
regarding what has not been and will never be. Thus, whatever Allah wills must come
into existence by His Power, and whatever He does not will does not occur, not because
of His inability to do so — far exalted is He above that — but because He did not will it.
“And nothing whatsoever in the heavens or on the earth can render Allah

incapable. Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.” [Fatir 44]
161



Ll allly V) Legiw Lo Yy 52091 3 Yy Slglacd) 385 o b wily o o3 IS 3 Jls all 0L Ol cdml J1 dg el
olgwr ) Vo 08 B Y (Wl LGSy LS~ 3l

The Fourth Level: To believe that Allah, the Exalted, is the Creator of all things —
that there is not a single atom in the heavens, nor in the earth, nor anything between
them, except that Allah is its Creator, and the Creator of its movements and stillness.

Exalted 1s He; there 1s no creator besides Him and no lord other than Him.
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Q142: What is the evidence for the first level — Belief in Allah’s Knowledge?
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A142: Allah the Exalted said: “He is Allah, other than Whom there is none worthy
of worship, the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen.” [Al-Hashr 22] and the
Exalted said: “And that Allah surrounds all things in His Knowledge.” [At-Talaq
12] and the Exalted said: “(He is) the All-Knower of the unseen; not even the
weight of an atom escapes Him in the heavens or the earth, nor what is less than
that nor greater.” [Saba’ 3] and the Exalted said: “And with Him are the keys of the
unseen; none knows them but He.” [Al-An'am 59] and the Exalted said: “Allah
knows best where to place His Message.” [Al-An‘am 124] and the Exalted said:
“Indeed your Lord knows best who has gone astray from His path, and He
knows best those who are guided.” [An-Nahl 125] and the Exalted said: “Is not
Allah best aware of those who are grateful?” [Al-An'am 53]and the Exalted said: “Is
not Allah best aware of what is in the breasts of all creatures?” [Al-'Ankab0t 10]
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And the Exalted said: “And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels:
‘Indeed, I will place upon the earth a successive generation.” They said: “Will
You place therein those who will cause corruption therein and shed blood,
while we glorify You with praise and sanctify You?’ He said: ‘Indeed, I know
that which you do not know.’” [Al-Baqarah 30] and the Exalted said: “And it may
be that you dislike a thing which is good for you, and that you love a thing
which is bad for you. Allah knows, and you know not.” [Al-Baqarah 216]
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In the SahTh (Authentic Collections): A man said, “O Messenger of Allah, do the people
of Paradise and the people of the Fire already have their places known?” He # said,
“Yes.” He said, “Then why do people act (if it is already known)?”
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He ¢ said: “Everyone will do the deeds for which he was created or which have

been made easy for him.”
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And he € was asked about the children of the polytheists, and he said: “Allah knows
best what they would have done.”
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In SahTh Muslim: The Messenger of Allah €% said: “Allah created for Paradise those
who are fit for it while they were yet in the loins of their fathers, and created for

Hell those who are fit for it while they were yet in the loins of their fathers.”
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And in it he € said: “A man may do the deeds of the people of Paradise as it
appears to the people, yet he is from the people of the Fire; and a man may do
the deeds of the people of the Fire as it appears to the people, yet he is from the
people of Paradise.”
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And in it he €% said: “There is not one among you except that Allah has already
known his place in Paradise or Hell.” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, should we
not then rely (upon that) and not act?” He & said: “No — act, for everyone is
facilitated for that for which he was created.” Then he recited: “As for him who
gives and fears Allah, and believes in al-Husna (the best reward)” until HIs
statement: “We shall make smooth for him the path of hardship.” [Al-Layl 5-10]
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Q143: What is the evidence for the second level, which is belief in the Divine Writing
(Kitabat al-Maqadir)?
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A143: Allah the Exalted said: “And all things We have recorded in a clear Book.”
[Ya-Sin 12] and the Exalted said: “Verily, that is (already) in a Record.” [Al-Hajj 70]
And in the discussion between MQsd (Moses) and Firawn (Pharaoh): “[Pharaoh] said:
‘Then what about the generations of old?” [Moses] said: ‘The knowledge
thereof is with my Lord, in a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets.”” [Ta-
Ha 51-52] and the Exalted said: “And no female conceives or gives birth except
with His knowledge. And no aged person is granted a length of life, nor is his
life shortened, except that it is (recorded) in a Book. Surely that is easy for
Allah.” [Fatir 11] And other verses besides these.
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The Messenger of Allah €¢ said: “There is none among you but that his place has
been written by Allah — in Paradise or in Hell; and he is (already) written as
wretched or blessed.” Narrated by Muslim. And in it: Suraqah ibn Malik ibn Ju'shum
said: “O Messenger of Allah, clarify for us our religion as if we were created just now. Is
what we do today based on what the pens have dried upon and the decrees have been

issued, or on something that will occur later?”
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He £¢ said: “INo, rather (our actions are) in that which the pens have dried upon
and the decrees have already flowed.” He (Suraqah) said: “Then what is the point of
acting?” The Prophet € replied: “Act, for everyone is facilitated (for that for
which he was created).” — and in another narration — “Every doer is facilitated

for his deed.” And there are other similar narrations.
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Q144: How many types of Divine Decree (Taqdir) are included in this level?

ol ) e ST ol e e SUS G sy i

A144: Included in this level are five types of Divine Decree (Taqadir) — all of which are
based upon Allah’s eternal Knowledge:
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The First: The Eternal Decree (Y ..a9). It is the writing of all things fifty thousand
years before the creation of the heavens and the earth, when Allah created the Pen. This
1s the pre-eternal decree that encompasses everything that will occur until the Day of

Resurrection.
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The Second: The Pre-Creational Decree (s,al ). It 1s the decree written when
Allah took the covenant from the offspring of Adam, saying: “Am I not your Lord?”

[Al-A'raf 172]
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The Third: The Lifespan Decree also (,.a) pid). It occurs when the soul is breathed
into the fetus in the womb. The angel is commanded to write four matters: his

provision, his lifespan, his deeds, and whether he will be wretched or blessed.
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4. The Annual Decree ( JsI ). It is written each year on Laylat al-Qadr (the Night
of Decree).
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5. The Daily Decree (s i) It refers to the continuous execution of those decrees in

their due times and proper places.
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Q145: What is the evidence for the Eternal Decree (at-Taqdir al-Azall)?
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A145: Allah the Exalted said: “No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but

it is inscribed in the Book before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy
for Allah.” [Al-Hadid 22]
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The Prophet € said: “Allah wrote down the decrees of all creation fifty thousand
years before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was upon

the water.”
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And he € said: “The first thing that Allah created was the Pen. He said to it,
‘Write.” It said, ‘My Lord, what shall I write?’ He said, “Write the decree of

999

everything until the Hour is established.’” This narration is in the Sunan.
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And he € said: “O Abll Hurayrah, the Pen has dried upon what is to be.” This
narration is in Bukhari, And there are many other authentic reports with similar

meaning.
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Q146: What is the evidence for the Lifespan Decree (at-Taqdlr al-‘UmrT) that occurred
on the Day of the Covenant (Yawm al-Mithaq)?
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A146: Allah the Exalted said: “And (remember) when your Lord brought forth
from the Children of Adam, from their loins, their descendants, and made them
testify concerning themselves (saying): ‘Am I not your Lord?* They said: ‘Yes,

we testify,’ lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: ‘Truly, we were
unaware of this.”” [Al-Araf 172]
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Narration of Ishaq ibn Rahwayh: A man said: “O Messenger of Allah, are the deeds
begun anew or has the decree already passed?” The Prophet €& replied: “When Allah
brought forth the offspring of Adam from his loins, He made them bear witness
against themselves. Then He spread them between His two Hands and said:
‘These are for Paradise, and these are for the Fire.” So the people of Paradise are
facilitated for the deeds of the people of Paradise, and the people of the Fire are
facilitated for the deeds of the people of the Fire.”

S WAAEETS adTS aagskb e 05T o e Gy 5T B5h 1 eln e e ws Al Ly sl s O Lol s
[V vy O8] §odbie 138 22 G G) Aa! 5% 15 Of Glgk e 156 v&, o el ]

And in al-Muwatta’: ‘Umar was asked about the verse: “And (remember) when your
Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam, from their loins, their
descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): ‘Am I not
your Lord?” They said: ‘Yes, we testify,” lest you should say on the Day of

Resurrection: ‘Truly, we were unaware of this.”” [AlI-Araf 172]
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So ‘Umar said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah €% being asked about it, and he said:
‘Allah, Blessed and Exalted, created Adam, then He wiped over his back with
His right Hand and brought forth from him offspring, saying: “I created these
for Paradise, and they will do the deeds of the people of Paradise.” Then He
wiped over his back again and brought forth offspring, saying: ‘I created these
for the Fire, and they will do the deeds of the people of the Fire.””
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And in Jami' at-TirmidhT from the hadith of ‘Abdulladh ibn ‘Amr Lee 4 o The
Messenger of Allah €£ came out to us with two books in his hands and said: “Do you
know what these two books are?” They said, “No, O Messenger of Allah, unless you
inform us.” He said, pointing to the one in his right hand: “This is a Book from the
Lord of the worlds, containing the names of the people of Paradise, their
fathers, and their tribes; it concludes with the last of them — there will be no

addition to it and no subtraction from it ever.”
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The Companions said, “O Messenger of Allah, if the matter has already been decided,
then what is the point of action?” He €% said: “Act rightly and draw near, for the
one destined for Paradise will end with the deeds of the people of Paradise,
whatever he may have done before; and the one destined for the Fire will end

with the deeds of the people of the Fire, whatever he may have done before.”
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Then the Messenger of Allah € cast the two books aside with his hands and said: “Your

Lord has finished with the servants: a group in Paradise and a group in the
blazing Fire.” at-TirmidhT said this HadTth is Hasan Sahth Gharb.
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Q147: What is the evidence for the Lifespan Decree (at-Taqdlr al-"UmrT) that occurs at

the time of the creation of the fetus?
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A147: Allah the Exalted said: “He (Allah) knows you well when He created you
from the earth, and when you were fetuses in the wombs of your mothers. So

do not claim yourselves to be pure. He knows best him who fears Allah.” [An-
Najm 32]
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In Sahth al-BukharT and SahTh Muslim, the Prophet € said: “Verily, the creation of
each one of you is brought together in his mother’s womb for forty days in the
form of a drop (nutfah), then he becomes a clot for a similar period, then a
lump of flesh for a similar period. Then the angel is sent to him and breathes
the soul into him, and is commanded with four matters: to write down his

provision, his lifespan, his deeds, and whether he will be wretched or blessed.

M ol Jans fond LSl ke Ged £1)3 U iy di O30 Lo g Aiall ol fams Jund (SUST Of 08 o) Y (gl1gh
M\J@iwwguﬁ\w&,@@s‘ﬁgijo,gu@,)w\yiwwgbiob gl
Al gmadly ST LWL Gl e dslex oo codn b Oy, ady gl ud

By Him besides Whom there is no god, indeed one of you may do the deeds of
the people of Paradise until there is only an arm’s length between him and it,
but what has been written overtakes him, and he does the deeds of the people of
the Fire and enters it. And one of you may do the deeds of the people of the
Fire until there is only an arm’s length between him and it, but what has been
written overtakes him, and he does the deeds of the people of Paradise and
enters it.” And there are several other narrations with different wordings reported from

a number of Companions conveying the same meaning.
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Q148: What is the evidence for the Annual Decree (at-Taqdir al-Hawll) on Laylat al-
Qadr (the Night of Decree)?
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A148: Allah the Exalted said: “Therein (on that night) is decreed every matter of
ordainment — by Our command.” [Ad-Dukhan 4-5]
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Ibn ‘Abbas Lugs i s, said: “From the Mother of the Book (al-Lawh al-MahfQz) there
1s written on Laylat al-Qadr what will occur during that year — of death, life, provision,
and rainfall — even the names of those who will perform Hajj are written: it will be said,
‘So-and-so will perform hajj, and so-and-so will perform Hajj.”” The same explanation
was given by Al-Hasan al-BasrT, SaTd ibn Jubayr, Mugatil, and AbQd ‘Abd ar-Rahman

as-SulamT, and many others among the early generations.
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Q149: What is the evidence for the Daily Decree (at-Taqdir al-YawmT)?
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A149: Allah the Exalted said: “Every day He is (engaged) in some affair.” [Ar-
Rahman 29] In the Sahih of al-Hakim, Ibn ‘Abb&s L <l ., said: “Among the things
Allah created is a Preserved Tablet made of a white pearl, its covers are of red ruby, its
Pen is of light, and its writing is of light. He looks into it three hundred and sixty times
each day. In each glance, He creates, provides, gives life and causes death, honors and
disgraces, and does whatever He wills. That is the meaning of His statement: ‘Every day

2

He is (engaged) in some affair.’ [Ar-Rahman 29]
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And all of these daily decrees are a detailed unfolding of the earlier eternal decree — the
pre-existent, all-encompassing decree which Allah commanded the Pen to write in the
Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-Mahflz). Tbn ‘Umar and Ibn ‘Abbas Lgs 4 2
interpreted the verse: “Indeed, We were recording what you used to do.” [Al-
Jathiyah 29] as referring to this continuous transcription of deeds by the angels — all in

accordance with Allah’s eternal knowledge.
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Q150: What does the precedence of Divine Decree regarding wretchedness and
happiness (Shagdwah and Sa'ddah) entail?
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A150: All the revealed Scriptures and prophetic teachings agree that the prior decree (al-
Qadr as-Sabiq) does not prevent work, nor does it justity relying on it with idleness.

Rather, it necessitates diligence, striving, and eagerness in performing righteous deeds.
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Thus, when the Prophet € informed his Companions about the precedence of the
decrees, the drying of the Pen, and the completion of what has been written, some of
them said: “Should we not then rely upon what has been written for us and abandon

work?”
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He € replied: “No — act, for everyone is facilitated (for that for which he was
created).” Then he recited: “As for him who gives and fears Allah...” [Al-Layl 5]
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Allah, Glorified and Exalted, has decreed all matters and appointed means that lead to
their outcomes. He is All-Wise in establishing causes for both worldly and spiritual
affairs. Each of His creatures is facilitated for what he was created for, in this life and the

next.
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Therefore, when a servant knows that his success in the Hereafter is connected to the
causes that lead to it — such as faith, obedience, and righteous action — he will be even

more eager and persistent in fulfilling them than he is in seeking the causes of his worldly

livelihood.
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This was fully understood by those Companions who, when they heard the hadiths of
Qadr, said: “After hearing this, I have never striven more diligently than I do now.” The
Prophet €¢ also said: “Be eager for what benefits you, seek the help of Allah, and
do not be helpless.”
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And when he was asked: “What do you think about medicines we use, and the
incantations (ruqd) we recite — do they repel anything from the decree of Allah?” He £z
said: “They are (themselves) from the decree of Allah.” Meaning: Allah has decreed

both good and evil and also the means and causes that lead to each of them.
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Q151: What is the evidence for the third level, which is belief in Allah’s Will (al-
MashTah) and His universal Will (al-Iradah al-Kawniyyah)?
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A151: Allah the Exalted said: “And you will not, unless Allah wills.” [Al-Insan 30]
and He said the Exalted: “And never say of anything, ‘I shall do such and such
tomorrow,’ except (with the statement): ‘If Allah wills.”” [Al-Kahf 23-24]
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And He said the Exalted: “Whomsoever Allah wills, He sends astray, and
whomsoever He wills, He places on a straight path.” [Al-An‘am 39] “And if
Allah had willed, He could have made you one nation.” [Al-M3a’idah 48] “And if
Allah had willed, they would not have fought each other.” [Al-Bagarah 253]
“And if Allah willed, He could have taken vengeance upon them.” [Muhammad
4]

HEY w\% IS %uji.e FA o O G336 13) sl Wik s JBy [V ase J 4 W Jw%) : Jw J,
Jasa i & 35 Sl 5l 2335 Gug S 35 b [¢0 2 =] %oﬁ.ﬁ S Jsb b 6351 13 s e
csam Y L L e sl gy [V Yo ] 45 e s34

And He said the Exalted: “He is the Doer of whatever He wills.” [HUd 107] and He
said the Exalted: “Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He
says to it, ‘Be!”’ — and it is.” [Ya-Sin 82] “Verily, Our Word to a thing when We
intend it, is only that We say to it, ‘Be!” — and it is.” [An-Nahl 40] “So
whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to Islam; and
whomsoever He wills to send astray, He makes his breast tight and
constricted.” [Al-An‘@m 125] And there are countless other verses with similar

meaning.
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The Prophet €% said: “The hearts of the servants are between two fingers of the

Most Merciful; He turns them as He wills.”
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And he € said regarding their sleep in the valley: “Allah seized your souls when He

willed, and returned them when He willed.”
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And he € said: “Intercede and you will be rewarded, and Allah will decide on the
tongue of His Messenger whatever He wills.” And he € said: “Do not say: “What
Allah wills and so—and-so wills,” but rather say: “What Allah wills alone.””
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And he € said: “Whomever Allah wills good for, He gives him understanding in
the religion.” And he € said: “When Allah intends mercy for a nation, He takes
its Prophet before it; and when He intends destruction for a nation, He
punishes it while its Prophet is still among them.” And there are many other

authentic narrations mentioning Allah’s Will and Intention that cannot be counted.
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Q152: Allah the Exalted has informed us in His Book, on the tongue of His Messenger
£¢ and through what we know of His Attributes, that He loves the doers of good (al-
Muhsinin), the pious (al-Muttaqin), and the patient (al-Sabirin); that He is pleased with
those who believe and do righteous deeds; and that He does not love the disbelievers nor
the wrongdoers, nor does He approve of disbeliet for His servants, nor does He love
corruption. At the same time, all of this — belief and disbelief, obedience and
disobedience — happens by Allah’s Will and Decree, and if He had willed, it would not
have happened, for nothing occurs in His dominion except by His Will.
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So what is the answer to one who says: “How can Allah will and decree something that

He does not love or approve of?”
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A152: Know that “Will” (al-Iradah) in the Qur’an and Sunnah comes with two distinct

meanings:
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The Universal (Decreed) Will — al-Iradah al-Kawniyyah al-Qadariyyah. This is the
same as al-MashTah (Allah’s Will of Decree). There is no necessary connection between
this Will and Allah’s love or approval. It encompasses both belief and disbelief,
obedience and disobedience, what is pleasing and beloved to Allah as well as what is
disliked and detested. No one can escape or avoid this type of Will; everything in
existence happens by it. Allah the Exalted said: “So whomsoever Allah wills to
guide, He opens his breast to Islam; and whomsoever He wills to send astray,
He makes his breast tight and constricted.” [Al-An'am 125] And He said:
“Whomever Allah wills (to put to trial), you can do nothing for him against
Allah. They are those whose hearts Allah did not intend to purify.” [Al-M&’idah

41] And there are many other verses of similar meaning.
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The Religious (Legislative) Will — al-Irddah ad-Diniyyah ash-Shariyyah. This type of
Will is specific to what Allah loves and is pleased with — the deeds, qualities, and states
that are beloved to Him. It is according to this Will that Allah commands and forbids,
promises and warns, and legislates for His servants what leads to their guidance and
success. Allah the Exalted said: “Allah intends for you ease, and He does not intend
for you hardship.” [Al-Baqarah 185] And He said: “Allah intends to make clear to
you and to guide you to the ways of those before you and to accept your
repentance; and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.” [An-Nisd" 26] And there are

many other verses of similar meaning.
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This (Religious) Will is only followed by those whom Allah’s universal Will has
preceded for. Thus, both the universal and religious Wills unite in the case of the
believing, obedient servant, while the universal Will alone applies to the disobedient
sinner. Allah the Exalted has called all of His servants all generally to His pleasure, but He
guides to that call whomever He wills among them. “And Allah calls to the Home of
Peace and guides whom He wills to a straight path.” [YUnus 25]
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So He generalized the call for all, yet restricted the guidance to those whom He wills.
“Indeed, your Lord knows best who has strayed from His path, and He knows
best those who are guided.” [An-Najm 30]
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Q153: What is the evidence for the Fourth Level of Belief in the Divine Decree — the
level of Creation (al-Khalq)?
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A153: Allah the Exalted said: “Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the
Disposer of affairs over all things.” [Az-Zumar 62] and the Exalted said: “Is there
any creator other than Allah who provides for you from the heaven and the
earth?” [Fatir 3] and the Exalted said: “This is the creation of Allah. So show Me
that which those (whom you worship) besides Him have created.” [Luqgman 11]
and the Exalted said: “Allah is He Who created you, then provided for you, then
will cause you to die, then will give you life (again). Is there any of your partners
that can do any of that?” [Ar-R0m 40] and the Exalted said: “While Allah created
you and that which you do.” [As-Saffat 96]
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And the Exalted said: “And by the soul and Him Who proportioned it (7) and
inspired it with its wickedness and its righteousness.” [Ash-Shams 7-8] and the
Exalted said: “Whomsoever Allah guides, he is the (rightly) guided; and
whomsoever He sends astray — they are the losers.” [Al-Araf 178] and the
Exalted said: “But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has beautified it in
your hearts, and has made disbelief, wickedness, and disobedience hateful to

you.” [Al-Hujurat 7] And there are many other verses with the same meaning.
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Al-BukharT reported in “Kitdb Khalq Afal al-Tbad.” (The Creation of the Deeds of the
Servants) from Hudhayfah « 4 ), raised to the Prophet £z: “Allah is the One Who
makes every maker and what he makes.” And the Prophet €% said: “O Allah, grant
my soul its piety, and purify it, for You are the best to purify it. You are its

Guardian and its Master.” And there are other hadiths with similar meaning.
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Q154: What 1s the meaning of the Prophet’s € statement: “All good is in Your
Hands, and evil is not to be attributed to You,” even though Allah, the Exalted, is
the Creator of everything?
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A154: The meaning is that all of Allah’s actions are purely good — from the standpoint
of His attributes and the fact that they originate from Him. There is no evil whatsoever
in His actions themselves, for He is al-HakTm (The All-Wise) and al-‘Adl (The Just). All
that Allah does is based upon perfect wisdom, justice, and mercy. He places everything

in its proper place according to His perfect knowledge and justice.
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As for the evil found within some decreed things (al-MaqdQrat), it is relative, not
absolute. It becomes evil in relation to the servant, because of what befalls him of harm
or punishment — and that, in truth, is the consequence of his own deeds. Allah the
Exalted said: “And whatever misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your
hands have earned. And He pardons much.” [Ash-Shlra 30] And He said: “We
wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.” [Az-Zukhruf 76] And He
said: “Indeed, Allah wrongs not the people in anything, but it is the people who

wrong themselves.” [YUnus 44|
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Q155: Do the servants (ibad) have power (Qudrah) and will (MashTah) over the actions
that are attributed to them?
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A155: Yes — the servants do possess ability (Qudrah) over their actions, and they have
will (mashTah) and choice (Iradah). Their actions are truly attributed to them, and based
on these actions, they are held responsible, rewarded, or punished. Allah has not
burdened them beyond their capacity, and He has affirmed for them ability and will in
the Qur’an and Sunnah, describing them with it.
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However, they do not have power except by what Allah empowers them with, nor do
they will except by what Allah wills, nor do they act except by Allah’s making them
doers as has been established in the previous texts regarding Allah’s Will (al-MashTah),
Intention (al-Iradah), and Creation (al-Khalq).
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Just as they did not bring themselves into existence, they likewise did not bring their
actions into existence. Their ability, will, and actions are all dependent upon Allah’s
Power, Will, and Action, since He is their Creator — the Creator of their ability, their
will, and their deeds. Yet, their will and power are not identical to Allah’s Will and
Power, just as their existence is not identical to His. Glorified and Exalted is He far
above that.
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Their actions — though created by Allah — are established in them, befitting their
nature, and are truly attributed to them. These actions are among the eftects of Allah’s
own acts, which are established in Him and befitting to His perfection, and are truly

attributed to Him as their Creator.
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Thus, Allah is truly the Doer (Fail), and the servant is truly the one acted upon (maf'Ql
bihi). Allah is truly the Guide, and the servant is truly the one guided. For this reason,
Allah attributed each act to the one to whom it belongs.Allah said: “Whomsoever
Allah guides — he is the (rightly) guided.” [Al-Araf 178] Hence, guidance
(hidayah) is truly attributed to Allah, and being guided (ihtid&") is truly attributed to the

servant.
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Just as the One who guides (al-Had1) is not the same as the one who is guided (al-
Muhtadi), likewise guidance (al-Hidayah) itselt is not the same as being guided (al-
Ihtida’). And likewise, Allah truly leads astray whom He wills (in accordance with His
justice), and the servant is then truly misguided, (according to his choice and what he has

earned). Such is the case with all of Allah’s actions and dealings with His servants.
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Therefore, whoever attributes both the act and its eftect (the action and the response)
solely to the servant — has disbelieved, for he has denied Allah’s creation and decree.
Whoever attributes both the act and its effect solely to Allah — has disbelieved, for he
has denied human responsibility and accountability. But whoever attributes the act (al-
fiT) to the Creator and the response (al-Infi‘al) to the created, both in truth, then he is
the true believer (al-Mu'min Haqlgatan).

seskeskesksk

182



flops ngin LIS aime a alll kg pnge o3l S Jamy OF alll 3,08 3 LS ol 1B o Olgr Lo e

Q156: What is the answer to one who says: “Is it not possible, within Allah’s Power,
that He make all His servants believers, rightly guided, and obedient — since He loves

that from them according to His religious Will (Shar'an)?”
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A156: Yes, He 1s fully able to do that — as Allah the Exalted said: “And if Allah had
willed, He could have made you one nation.” [Al-M3&’idah 48]cAnd He said: “And
if your Lord had willed, all those on earth would have believed — all of them

together.” [Y(nus 99] and similar verses.
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However, what Allah has actually decreed and done regarding His creation is according
to the necessity of His perfect Wisdom, and the requirements of His Lordship
(RubUbiyyah), and the effects of His Names and Attributes. Thus, when someone asks:
“Why has Allah made some of His servants obedient and others disobedient?” it is like
one asking: “Why does He have Names such as The Harm-Giver and The Benefactor,
The Giver and The Withholder, The Abaser and The Exalter, The Bestower of blessings
and The Avenger?”
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For indeed, His actions are the necessary effects of His Names and the manifestations of
His Attributes. To object to His actions is to object to His Names and Attributes
themselves — and in truth, to object to His Lordship and Divinity. Allah the Exalted
said: “So glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, from what they ascribe to
Him. (22) He cannot be questioned as to what He does, but they will be
questioned.” [Al-Anbiyd’ 22-23]
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Q157: What is the status of belief in Divine Decree (al-Qadr) within the Religion?

o el oz Ny gl plss a0 8 e ey ops L s ) Ol Sl OF ST ae gl plas il Ol i
"ol iy Lol e S ST 1 J U il Ol ) 5 LS gm0 sy il T el Y iy
QR WP Te NN PR

A157: Belief in Divine Decree is the framework and foundation of TawhTd, just as belief
in the means (Asbab) that lead to good and protect from evil is the framework of
SharTah. The affairs of Religion cannot be complete or properly established except for
one who believes in the Qadr and abides by the SharTah. The Prophet £ explained faith
in the Qadr, and when a man asked him, “Should we not rely upon what has been
written for us and give up action?” He ¢ replied: “Act, for everyone is facilitated for

what he was created for.”
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Whoever denies Divine Decree, claiming it contradicts the SharTah, has denied Allah’s
knowledge and power, making the servant independent in his actions — a creator of his
own deeds. Such a person has set up with Allah other creators, indeed claiming that all

creation are creators. (These are the Qadariyyah, the “Magians” of this Ummah.)
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And whoever affirms the Qadr but uses it as a pretext to reject the SharTah, denying
man’s ability and choice that Allah granted him, claiming that Allah has burdened His
servants with what they cannot bear — like commanding a blind man to read the Qur’an
— has attributed injustice to Allah. His leader and predecessor is Iblfs, may Allah curse
him, who said: “Because You have sent me astray, I will sit in wait against them
on Your straight path.” [Al-Araf 16]
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As for the true believers, they believe in Qadr — its good and its evil — and that Allah is
the Creator of all things. They submit to the SharTah — to its commands and
prohibitions — and they judge themselves by it, in secret and in public. They know that
guidance and misguidance are in the Hand of Allah: He guides whom He wills by His
grace, and misguides whom He wills by His justice. He 1s the Most Knowing of where
to place His grace and His justice, as Allah said: “He knows best who has strayed
from His path, and He knows best those who are guided.” [An-Najm 30] He

possesses perfect wisdom and irrefutable proof in all of that.
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And that reward and punishment are based upon the SharTah — for obedience or for
neglect — but not upon the Qadr. They only find comfort in Qadr when calamities
strike, and when they are granted success in good deeds they say: “All praise is due to
Allah, Who guided us to this, and never could we have found guidance if Allah
had not guided us.” [Al-A'raf 43] They do not say as the wicked man said: “This has
been given to me only because of knowledge I possess.” [Al-Qasas 78]
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When they commit sins, they say as their parents (Adam and Hawwa) said: “Our Lord!
We have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy on
us, we shall certainly be among the losers.” [Al-ATaf 23] They do not say as the

b

cursed devil said: “My Lord! Because You have sent me astray...” [Al-Hijr 39]
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And when calamity befalls them, they say: “Indeed, to Allah we belong and indeed,
to Him we shall return.” [Al-Bagarah 156] They do not say as the disbelievers said:
“Those who said of their brothers while they stayed behind: ‘If they had been
with us, they would not have died or been killed’ — so that Allah may make it a
cause of regret in their hearts. And Allah gives life and causes death, and Allah is
All-Seeing of what you do.” [Al Tmran 156]
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Q158: How many branches of Faith (Shu‘ab al-Iman) are there?
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A158: Allah the Exalted said: “It is not righteousness that you turn your faces
toward the east or the west, but righteousness is (the quality of) the one who
believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the Prophets; and
gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the poor, the traveler,
those who ask, and for freeing slaves; and establishes the prayer and gives the
zakah; and those who fulfill their promise when they make a promise; and
those who are patient in poverty and hardship and during battle. Such are the
truthful, and such are the pious.” [Al-Baqarah 177]
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And the Prophet £¢ said: “Faith has over sixty branches.” And in another narration:
“Faith has over seventy branches. The highest of them is the statement: ‘None
has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ (1a ilaha illa Allah), and the lowest
of them is removing something harmful from the road; and modesty (hayd) is
a branch of faith.”
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Q159: How did the scholars explain these branches of faith (Shu‘ab al-Iman)?
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A159: A number of the scholars among the commentators of Hadith have enumerated
these branches and even authored dedicated works about them — they did so with
excellence and benefit. However, knowing the exact number and enumeration of these
branches is not a condition for one’s faith. Rather, it is sufficient for the believer to have

general faith in them all, as they are all derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah.
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Therefore, the servant’s duty is to obey Allah’s commands, avoid His prohibitions, and
believe in His reports. Whoever fulfills that has in reality, perfected the branches of faith,
for everything the scholars have listed as branches truly belongs to the matters of faith.
Yet, to affirm with certainty that their enumeration is exactly what the Prophet €
intended in his statement — “Faith has over seventy branches” — requires explicit

proof (Tawq]t) from revelation, and hence cannot be asserted with certainty.
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Q160: Summarize what the scholars have listed as the branches of faith (Shu‘ab al-Iman).
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A160: Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy on him) summarized in Fath al-BarT
what was recorded by Ibn Hibban, saying: “These branches of faith are divided into
three categories: the actions of the heart, the actions of the tongue, and the actions of the
limbs. The actions of the heart include beliefs and intentions, and they are twenty-four
branches, among them: Faith in Allah, which includes: Belief in His Essence (Dhat),
Belief in His Names and Attributes (Sifat), and belief in His Oneness (Tawh1d) — that
He alone deserves worship and that: “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.” [Ash-Shdra 11]
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Beliet in the occurrence and creation of all things other than Him. Faith in the angels,
the Books, the Messengers, Divine Decree — both its good and evil, and the Last Day.
Which includes belief in the questioning in the grave, resurrection, gathering,
reckoning, the Scale, the Bridge (Sirat), Paradise, and Hellfire. Love for Allah, loving
and hating for His sake, love for the Prophet €%, and believing in his greatness. This
includes sending Salah (Blessings) upon him, following his Sunnah, and sincerity
(Ikhlas), which involves avoiding hypocrisy and showing oft. Repentance, fear, hope,
gratitude, fulfilling promises, patience, contentment with decree, trust in Allah
(Tawakkul), mercy, and humility. Showing respect for elders, mercy to the young,

abandoning arrogance and conceit, and avoiding envy, rancor, and anger.
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And the actions of the tongue include seven branches: Uttering the testimony of Tawhid
— declaring “La ilaha illa Allah” (None has the right to be worshipped except Allah).
Recitation of the Qur’an. Learning knowledge and teaching it. Supplication (Du'd).
Remembrance of Allah (Dhikr) — which includes seeking forgiveness (Istighfar).
Avoiding vain or idle speech (Laghw).
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And the actions of the body comprise thirty-eight branches, among which are those
related to individual acts of worship, numbering fifteen branches: Purification, both
physical and spiritual. This includes cleansing oneself from physical impurities and
purifying the heart from sins and defects. Feeding others and honoring the guest. Fasting,
both obligatory and voluntary. Seclusion in the masjid (I'tikaf). Seeking Laylat al-Qadr
(the Night of Decree). Hajj (Pilgrimage) and ‘Umrah (Minor Pilgrimage).
Circumambulating (Tawaf) the Sacred House. Fleeing with one’s religion, which
includes migration (Hijrah) from the land of disbelief. Fulfilling vows (Nadhr). Being
careful and truthful in oaths. Paying expiations (Kaftarat) when required.
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Among them are those related to following and fulfilling social and family duties, and
they are six branches: Chastity through marriage (at-Ta‘affuf bin-Nikah). Fulfilling the
rights of one’s family and dependents. Kindness and dutifulness to parents (Birr al-
Walidayn) — which includes avoiding disobedience (UqUq) toward them. Raising and
nurturing one’s children properly. Maintaining family ties (Silat ar-Rahim). Obedience

to one’s masters or leaders and kindness toward one’s servants and subordinates.
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And among the branches related to the public and communal sphere (al-‘Ammah) —
there are seventeen branches, which include: Leadership with justice (al-Qiyam bil-
Imarah ma’ al-‘Adl). Adherence to the Muslim community (Mutabaat al-Jama‘ah).
Obedience to those in authority (Ta‘t ull al-Amr). Reconciliation between people (al-
Islah bayn an-Nas). This includes fighting against the Khawari (extremists) and
rebellious groups (al-Bughdh), and cooperation upon righteousness and piety (Ta'dwun

‘alg al-Birr wa al-Taqwa).
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And included is: Commanding good and forbidding evil (al-Amr bil-MarQf wa an-
Nahy ‘an al-Munkar). Establishing the prescribed punishments (Igdmat al-Hud@d).
Striving in the path of Allah (al-Jihad fi Sabil Allah) — including guarding the frontiers
(ar-Ribat). Fulfilling trusts (Add" al-Amanah). Paying the one-fifth (al-Khums) and
repaying debts and loans faithfully. Honoring the neighbor (Ikram al-Jar). Good
conduct in dealings and transactions (Husn al-Mu'amalah). Earning wealth lawfully and
spending it rightfully. Avoiding wastefulness and extravagance. Greeting others with
Saldm and responding to the sneezer (Tashmit al-‘Atis). Refraining from harming
people. Avoiding vain entertainment and frivolity (al-Lahw). Removing harmful objects
from the path. These make up sixty-nine branches, though they may be counted as

seventy-seven when some that were combined are separated, and Allah knows best.
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Q161: What is the evidence for Ihsan (Excellence in Worship and Conduct) from the
Qur’an and the Sunnah?
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A161: Its evidences are many. Among them are the sayings of Allah, the Exalted: “And
do good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of good.” [Al-Bagarah 195] “Indeed, Allah
is with those who fear Him and those who are doers of good.” [An-Nahl 12§]
“And whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah while he is a doer of good —
he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.” [Lugman 22| “For those who
have done good is the best (reward) and even more.” [YUnus 26] “Is there any

reward for good other than good?” [Ar-Rahman 60]
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And the Prophet € said: “Verily, Allah has prescribed excellence (ihsan) in all

things.” And he € said: “Excellent is the slave who dies while perfecting his

worship of Allah and his service to his master — excellent indeed is he.”
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Q162: What is Ihsan in worship?
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A162: The Prophet €% explained it in the Hadith of Jibrll when he said: “Tell me about
Ihsan.” He € replied: “That you worship Allah as though you see Him; and if
you cannot see Him, then indeed He sees you.” The Prophet € thus clarified that

Ihsan consists of two levels, both of which differ in degree:
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The higher of the two levels is to worship Allah as though you see Him — this is the
station of witnessing (Magam al-Mushahadah). It means that the servant acts in
accordance with his heart’s vision of Allah, such that his heart is illuminated with faith,
and his inner sight (BaSirah) penetrates deeply into the realities of divine knowledge —
until the unseen becomes as though it were seen. This is the true essence of the station of
Ihsan.
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The second level is the station of watchfulness (Magam al-Muraqabah) — that the
servant acts while constantly aware that Allah is watching him, observing him, and is
ever near to him. When the servant brings this awareness into his actions and lives upon
it, he becomes sincere (Mukhlis) to Allah, for this realization prevents him from turning

his attention to anything besides Allah or seeking anyone’s pleasure in his deeds.

The people of these two stations vary in their rank according to the depth of their inner

vision and the strength of their insight.
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Q163: What is the opposite of Iman (Faith)?
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A163: The opposite of Iman (faith) is Kufr (disbelief). And it is a fundamental that has
branches, just as Iman is a fundamental that has branches. And you have already come to
know from what has preceded that the foundation of Iman is affirmative, submissive
belief, which necessitates compliance through obedience. So the foundation of Kufr is

denial and rejection, which necessitates arrogance and disobedience.
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All acts of obedience are among the branches of Faith, and many of them have been
called Faith in the revealed texts, as mentioned earlier. Similarly, all sins are among the
branches of disbelief, and many of them have been called disbelief in the revealed texts,

as will be discussed later.
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Once you understand this, you will know that disbelief is of two types: Major Disbelief
(Kufr Akbar): which completely removes a person from Faith. This is the disbelief of

Creed — that which contradicts the statement of the heart or its action, or both.
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And Minor Disbelief (Kufr Asghar): which negates the perfection of Faith but not its
foundation. This is the practical disbelief that does not contradict the statement of the

heart nor its action, nor does it necessarily entail such contradiction.
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Q164: Explain how disbelief in Creed (Kufr I'tigadl) completely negates Faith, and

clarify what was briefly mentioned about how it removes it.
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A164: We have already mentioned that Iman consists of both statement and action —

the statement of the heart and tongue, and the action of the heart, tongue, and limbs.
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The statement of the heart 1s its belief and affirmation.
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The statement of the tongue is uttering the Testimony of Islam (the Shahadah).

(P Yly ) g LA sy
The action of the heart is intention and sincerity.
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The action of the limbs is compliance with all acts of obedience.
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When all four are removed — the statement and action of the heart, and the statement
and action of the tongue and limbs — faith is completely removed. And if the heart’s
Belief (Tasdiq) is gone, the rest becomes worthless, because the belief of the heart is a
condition for the validity and benefit of all the others. This applies to one who denies
any of Allah’s Names or Attributes, or rejects anything Allah sent His messengers with or

revealed in His Books.
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As for the loss of the heart’s action while still believing in truth, Ahl al-Sunnah are
unanimously agreed that the entire faith vanishes by its loss, and that mere belief without
the heart’s action of love and submission does not benefit—just as it did not benefit IblTs,
Pharaoh and his people, the Jews, and the polytheists who acknowledged the
truthfulness of the Messenger €%, openly and privately, and said: “He is not a liar, but we

will not follow him nor believe in him.”
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Q165: How many categories are there for Major Disbelief (al-Kufr al-Akbar) that expels
one from the Religion?
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A: From what has preceded, it is known that there are four categories of major disbelief:

Disbeliet of Ignorance and Denial (Kufr al-Jahl wa al-Takdhib) LISy g i
Disbelief of Rejection (Kufr al-JuhGd) Sy S
Disbelief of Obstinacy and Arrogance (Kufr al-Tnad wa al-Istkibar) Sy s S,
Disbelief of Hypocrisy (Kufr al-Nifaq) RE[FRL

Sy Jol) 5 50 b
Q166: What 1s the Disbelief of Ignorance and Denial (Kufr al-Jahl wa al-Takdhib)?
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A166: It is the type of disbelief that exists both outwardly and inwardly — as was the case
with most of the disbelievers of Quraysh and the nations before them — about whom
Allah said: “Those who deny the Book, and that with which We sent Our
Messengers — but they will come to know.” (Strah Ghafir, 40:70)
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And He said: “And turn away from the ignorant.” (SOrah al-Araf, 7:199) And He
said: “And (remember) the Day when We shall gather out of every nation a
troop of those who denied Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.), and they shall be set in rows (in front of their Lord). Until,
when they come, He will say: ‘Did you deny My Ayat, whereas you

comprehended them not in knowledge, or what was it that you used to do?
(SUrah al-Naml, 27:83—-84)
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And He said: “Nay, they denied that, the knowledge whereof they could not
encompass, and whereof the interpretation has not yet come unto them.”

(SUrah YUnus, 10:39) and other verses of similar meaning.
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Q167: What 1s the Disbelief of Rejection (Kufr al-Juh(d)?
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A167: It 1s to conceal the truth and refrain from submitting to it outwardly, despite
knowing and acknowledging it inwardly—just as Pharaoh and his people disbelieved in
Masa, and the Jews disbelieved in Muhammad €. Allah said regarding the disbelief of
Pharaoh and his people: “And they belied them (Our signs) wrongfully and
arrogantly, though their own selves were convinced thereof.” (SOrah al-Naml,
27:14)
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And regarding the Jews: “Then when there came to them that which they
recognized, they disbelieved in it.” (SOrah al-Baqarah, 2:89) And He said: “And
verily, a party of them conceal the truth while they know it.” (SOrah al-Baqarah,
2:146)
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Q168: What is Disbelief of Obstinacy and Arrogance (Kufr al-Tnad wa al-Istkibar)

A168: It 1s to refuse to submit to the truth while acknowledging it—like the disbelief of
IbITs.
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Allah said: “Except Iblis, he was proud and was one of the disbelievers.” (SOrah
Sad, 38:74) He was unable to deny or reject Allah’s command to prostrate; rather, he
objected to it, questioned Allah’s wisdom and justice in His command, saying: “Shall I

prostrate myself to one whom You created from clay?” (SQrah al-Isrd’, 17:61)
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and: “I am not the one to prostrate myself to a human, whom You created from
dried clay of altered mud.” (SQrah al-Hijr, 15:33) and: “I am better than him: You

created me from fire, and him You created from clay.” (SCrah al-A'raf, 7:12)
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Q169: What 1s the Disbeliet of Hypocrisy (Kufr al-Nifaq)?
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A169: It is the absence of belief and the actions of the heart, while outwardly showing
submission in order to deceive and be seen by people—like the disbelief of Ibn Ubayy
ibn SalQl and his followers. Allah said about them: “And of mankind, there are some
who say: “We believe in Allah and the Last Day,’ while in fact they believe not.
They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe, while they only deceive
themselves, and perceive (it) not. In their hearts is a disease, and Allah has
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they used to tell
lies.” (SOrah al-Bagarah, 2:8-10) until His statement: “Truly, Allah is Able to do all

things.” (SUrah al-Baqarah, 2:20) and other verses of similar meaning.
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Q170: What is the Practical Disbelief (Kufr ‘Amall) that does not expel one from the
Religion?
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A170: It is every sin upon which the Legislator (the Prophet £%) has applied the term kufr
(disbelief), while still maintaining the title of Tman (faith) for its doer. For example, the
Prophet ££ said: “Do not revert after me as disbelievers, striking the necks of one

another.”
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And he € said: “Abusing a Muslim is fusliq (sinful disobedience), and fighting
him is kufr (disbelief).” So the Prophet €% called fighting between Muslims kufr and
called those who do it kuffar (disbelievers) — yet Allah said: “And if two parties
among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between them...” until His
statement: “The believers are but brothers, so make reconciliation between your
brothers.” (SOrah al-Hujurat, 49:9-10) Thus, Allah aftirmed faith and the brotherhood
of faith for them and did not negate it.
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Likewise, He said in the verse of retribution: “But if the killer is forgiven by the
brother (or the relatives, etc.) of the killed against blood-money, then adhering
to it with fairness and payment of the blood-money to the heir should be made
in fairness.” (SOrah al-Bagarah, 2:178) Here too, Allah affirmed for the killer the

brotherhood of Islam and did not negate it from him.
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The Prophet € said: “The adulterer does not commit adultery while he is a
believer; the thief does not steal while he is a believer; the one who drinks
alcohol does not drink it while he is a believer — but repentance is offered
thereafter.” And added in another narration: “And he does not kill while he is a
believer,” and in another narration: “Nor does he snatch something of value that
draws people’s attention to him.” This hadith is in the Two Sahths along with the
hadith of AbQ Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet €% said: “There is
no servant who says: ‘La ilaha illallah’ (None has the right to be worshipped
except Allah) and dies upon that, except that he will enter Paradise.” Ab(l Dharr
said: “Even if he committed adultery and stole?”” The Prophet €% replied: “Even if he
committed adultery and stole.” He repeated it three times, and in the fourth said:
“Even if AbQ Dharr’s nose is rubbed in dust.”
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This indicates that the Prophet €2 did not negate Tman absolutely from the adulterer,
thief, drinker, or killer as long as the Tawh1d remains. Had he intended total negation of
faith, he would not have informed that whoever dies upon La ilaha illallah will enter

Paradise, for none enters Paradise except a believing soul.
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Therefore, his intent was the deficiency of faith and the negation of its perfection, not its
complete absence. However, a person becomes a disbeliever by these sins only if he
deems them lawful, as that necessarily entails denying the Qur’an and the Messenger £
who prohibited them. Indeed, even believing them to be permissible — without actually

committing them — is disbelief. And Allah, the Most High, knows best.
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Q171: If it 1s said to us: “Prostration to an idol, disrespecting the Qur’an, insulting the
Messenger €, mocking the Religion, and similar acts — these are all outwardly actions
of the limbs (Practical Kufr). So why are they considered disbelief that expels one from

the religion, when you have already defined minor kufr as practical?”
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A171: Know that these four acts — and whatever is similar to them — are not
considered Practical Kufr (Kufr ‘Amall) except in the outward sense, as they appear to
people as actions of the limbs. However, they never occur except when the action of the
heart has departed — meaning, when there is no longer any intention, sincerity, love, or

submission remaining in the heart.
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Thus, even though they are acts outwardly, they necessarily imply Creedal Kufr (Kufr
I['tiqadr). Such acts cannot occur except from: a hypocrite who has no real faith in his

heart, or a rebellious rejecter (‘@nin marid) whose heart has turned away from belief.
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Was it not this very thing that led the hypocrites at the Battle of TabUk to commit kufr,
about whom Allah said: “They uttered a word of disbelief, and they disbelieved
after their (apparent) Islam, and they planned what they could not carry out.”
(SUrah al-Tawbah, 9:74) When they were questioned, they said: “We were only
talking idly and joking.” (SUrah al-Tawbah, 9:65)
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So Allah replied: “Say: Was it Allah, and His verses, and His Messenger that you
were mocking? Make no excuse (65) you have disbelieved after your belief.”
(SOrah al-Tawbah, 9:65—66) Therefore, we do not define Minor Kufr as all outward
acts, but rather as purely practical acts that do not entail internal disbelief —i.e., acts that

do not contradict the statement or action of the heart.
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Q172: Into how many types are Oppression (Zulm), Immorality (Fisq), and Hypocrisy
(Nifaq) divided?
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A172: Each of them is divided into two types: Major (Akbar): which is Disbeliet (Kufr),
and Minor (Asghar): which is less than that (does not expel from the Religion).
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Q173: What 1s an example of both Major and Minor Oppression (Zulm)?
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A173: Example of Major Oppression is what Allah, the Exalted, mentioned in His
statement: “And do not invoke besides Allah that which neither benefits you nor
harms you. For if you do so, then verily you will be one of the zalimin
(wrongdoers).” (SUrah YUnus, 10:106) and His statement: “Verily, shirk (association
of partners with Allah) is a great oppression.” (Srah Lugman, 31:13) and His
statement: “Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, then Allah
has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode. And for the
zalimin (wrongdoers) there are no helpers.” (SQrah al-Ma’idah, 5:72)
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And an example of Lesser Oppression i1s what Allah mentioned regarding divorce: “And
fear Allah your Lord. Do not turn them out of their (husbands’) houses, nor
shall they (themselves) leave, except in case they are guilty of some open illegal
sexual intercourse. These are the limits set by Allah, and whosoever transgresses
the limits of Allah has wronged himself.” (SQrah al-Talaq, 65:1) and His statement:
“And do not retain them (your wives) to harm them, so that you transgress
(against them); and whoever does that has wronged himself.” (Strah al-Baqarah,
2:231)
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Q174: What 1s an example of both Major and Minor Immorality (Fisq)?
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A174:. Example of Major Fisq (the Greater Immorality) is what Allah, the Exalted,
mentioned in His statement: “Verily, the hypocrites are the fasiqun (disobedient,
defiantly rebellious).” (SCrah al-Tawbah, 9:67) and His statement: “Except Iblis
(Satan); he was one of the jinn, and he disobeyed the command of his Lord.”
(SQrah al-Kaht, 18:50) and His statement: “And We delivered him (Llt) from the
town which practiced wicked deeds; truly, they were a people given to evil,
fasiqin (rebellious).” (SOrah al-Anbiya’, 21:74)
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Example of Minor Fisq (the Lesser Immorality) is what Allah mentioned regarding those
who slander chaste women: “And never accept their testimony thereafter, for they
indeed are the fasiqlin (disobedient).” (SCrah al-N0r, 24:4) and His statement: “O
you who believe! If a fasiq (disobedient person) comes to you with news, verify
it, lest you harm people in ignorance and afterward become regretful for what
you have done.” (SCrah al-Hujurat, 49:6) It is narrated that this verse was revealed

concerning al-Walld ibn ‘Ugbah.
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Q175: What 1s an example of both Major and Minor Hypocrisy (Nifaq)?
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A175: Example of Major hypocrisy (Nifaq Akbar) is what has already been mentioned in
the verses at the beginning of SUrah al-Bagarah, and the statement of Allah, the Exalted:
“Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He who deceives them.”
until His saying: “Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire.”
(SQrah al-Nisa’, 4:142-145)
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And His statement: “When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad), they say:
“We bear witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allah.” Allah knows that
you are indeed His Messenger, and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are

surely liars.” (SUrah al-Munafiqln, 63:1) and other similar verses.
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Example of Minor Hypocrisy (Nifaq Asghar) is what the Prophet €& mentioned when
he said: “The signs of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks, he lies; when he
makes a promise, he breaks it; and when he is entrusted, he betrays the trust.”
And his statement: “There are four characteristics; whoever possesses them all is a
pure hypocrite, and whoever has one of them has a trait of hypocrisy until he
gives it up: when he is entrusted, he betrays; when he speaks, he lies; when he

makes a covenant, he betrays; and when he disputes, he transgresses.”
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Q176: What 1s the ruling on magic and the magician?
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A176: Magic (sihr) is real in its existence and has an effect when it coincides with the
Divine decree, as Allah said: “They learned from them that by which they cause
separation between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone
except by Allah’s Leave.” [Al-Bagarah 2:102] Its effect is established in authentic
hadith. As for the magician, if his magic involves learning from the devils—as stated in
the verse in al-Bagarah—then he is a disbeliever, for Allah said: “But neither of these
two (angels) taught anyone till they had said: “We are only for trial, so disbelieve
not (by learning this magic from us).”” ...and He said: “And they learn that which
harms them and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it
(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter.” [Al-Baqarah 2:102]
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Q177: What is the prescribed punishment (hadd) for the magician?
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A177: Al-Tirmidhl narrated from Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah €% said: “The punishment for the magician is striking him with
the sword.” He said that the statement is authentically reported as a saying of Jundub
(mawquf), and that this was the practice of some of the scholars among the Companions
and others. It is the saying of Malik ibn Anas. Al-ShafiT (may Allah have mercy on him)
said: “The magician is to be killed only if his magic reaches the level of disbelief; but if it
does not reach that, then he is not to be executed.” It has been authentically reported
that the magician was executed by ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, his son ‘Abdullah, his daughter
Hafsah, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, Jundub ibn ‘Abdillah, Jundub ibn Kab, Qays ibn Sa'd,
‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Azlz, and also Imam Ahmad, AbG Hanlfah, and others (may Allah

have mercy on them).
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Q178: What 1s al-Nushrah (the act of undoing magic), and what is its ruling?
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A178: Al-Nushrah means removing magic from the one afflicted by it. If this is done by
using another type of magic, then it is from the works of Shaytan. But if it is done
through legitimate Qur’anic recitations and lawtful supplications, then there is no harm
in it.
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Q179: What are the permissible (legitimate) Ruqyahs (Incantations)?
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A179: The legitimate ruqyah is that which is derived purely from the Qur’an and the
Sunnah, recited in the Arabic language, and both the reciter (raqi) and the one being
treated (marql) firmly believe that its effect only occurs by the permission of Allah, the
Mighty and Majestic. The Prophet £ himself was treated with ruqyah by Jibr1l (Gabriel)
Sl als, and he € performed ruqyah for many of his Companions, approved their doing
so, and even permitted them to take payment for it — all of this is authentically reported
in Sahth al-BukharT and Sahth Muslim.
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Q180: What are the prohibited Ruqyahs?
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A180: The forbidden ruqyah is that which is not from the Qur’an or Sunnah, not in
Arabic, but instead involves the works of Shaytan, invoking him or seeking nearness to
him through acts he loves. This is practiced by many impostors, charlatans, and
soothsayers, as well as those who study books of occult symbols and talismans such as
Shams al-Ma‘arit and Shumds al-Anwar, and other similar works introduced by the
enemies of Islam — they have nothing to do with the religion of Islam or its sciences in

any way, as clarified in Sharh al-Sullam and other works.
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Q181: What is the ruling on charms such as amulets (Tama’im), strings, rings, shells, or

similar items worn for protection or healing?
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A181: The Prophet £ said: “Whoever hangs something (for protection), Allah will
leave him to it.” He ££ also sent a messenger during one of his journeys to proclaim:
“Let not there remain any necklace of string or any necklace on the neck of a

camel but that it be cut off.” And he € said: “Incantations (ruqad), amulets

(tama’im), and love—charms (tiwalah) are acts of shirk.”
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He € also said: “Whoever hangs an amulet (tamimah), may Allah not fulfill his
need; and whoever hangs a shell (wada‘ah), may Allah not grant him peace.” In

another narration: “Whoever hangs an amulet has committed shirk.”
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He €& said to the man who wore a brass ring: “What is this?” The man said, “It is for
protection from weakness.” The Prophet € replied, “Remove it, for it will only

increase your weakness. If you die while it is on you, you will never succeed.”
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Hudhayfah «c i >, cut a string from a man’s hand and recited: “And most of them
believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him.” [YUQsuf
12:100]
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Sa‘Td ibn Jubayr 4 .~ said: “Whoever cuts an amulet from a person, it is as if he freed a
slave.” This statement is considered to have the ruling of a marfG® hadith (attributed to
the Prophet £%).
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Q182: What is the ruling on hanging (amulets) if they contain Qur’anic verses?

Al (o) alols spnen cp all disy cgrae sy (oS o Al xS anie e oaSTy (Gl a8 ol s 1
o WU sl 5 5] wils] o OTA Osealy (s anase gbdl on s ob gty el o el psand ( S5V gy pgie
Mo (B Lo Yoy 5o alll 8 ) sldll Slidly slameldl slizel e )l sy ot eda J) S Jog Iaes Ll 2

oLy

A182: It 1s narrated that some of the early generations (Salaf) permitted it, but the
majority prohibited it — among them ‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Ukaym, ‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Amr,
‘Abdullah ibn Mas'Gd, and his companions (may Allah be pleased with them all). The
view of prohibition is the stronger and more precautionary opinion, because: The
general prohibition against hanging anything applies to all cases. There is no authentic
Prophetic text that specifies an exception for the Qur’an. To protect the Qur’an from
being disrespected, as it is often carried without ritual purity. To prevent people from
using this as a means to hang other prohibited charms. To block the path that leads to
forbidden beliefs and turning the hearts toward other than Allah — especially in our

times.

stk

208



?JL@Q\ V§> L e
Q183: What is the ruling on Soothsayers (al-Kuhhan)?

V] Eas J) O Gl Blgb 1 Il JB LS el 0 el ibladl sUsl g bl e 0Ll i
AV [V ry

A183: The Kuhhan (Soothsayers and Fortune-Tellers) are among the Tawaghit — false
gods and tyrants — and they are allies of the devils who inspire them, as Allah said:
“Verily, the devils inspire their allies (among mankind).” [Al-An‘am 6:121]
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The devils descend upon them and cast into their hearts bits of what they overhear from
the heavens, then they mix it with lies, as Allah said: “Shall I inform you (O people)
upon whom the devils descend? (221) They descend upon every lying, sinful
person. (222) They pass on what is heard, but most of them are liars.” [Ash-
Shu‘ard’ 26:221-223]
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The Prophet # explained in the authentic hadith about revelation: “The
eavesdropper among the jinn listens, stacking themselves one above another.
He hears a word and passes it down to the one below him, who passes it to the
one below, until it reaches the tongue of the sorcerer or soothsayer. Sometimes
the flaming fire (meteor) catches him before he conveys it, and sometimes he
delivers it before being struck. Then they add to that one word a hundred lies.”
Among such practices are drawing lines on the ground (called “darb ar-raml”) and
tapping stones or pebbles — all of which fall under the acts of soothsaying and are
torbidden.
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Q184: What is the ruling on the one who believes a Soothsayer (Kahin)?
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A184: Allah the Exalted said: “Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the
unseen except Allah.” [An-Naml 27:65] And He said: “And with Him are the
keys of the unseen; none knows them but He.” [Al-An'am 6:59] And He said: “Or
do they have the knowledge of the unseen so that they write it down?” [At-T0r
52:41] And He said: “Does he have the knowledge of the unseen so that he sees?”
[An-Najm 53:35] And He said: “And Allah knows while you do not know.” [Al-
Baqarah 2:216]
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The Prophet € said: “Whoever goes to a fortune-teller (‘arraf) or a soothsayer
(kahin) and believes what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed to
Muhammad £.” He €& also said: “Whoever goes to a fortune-teller and asks him

about something, his prayer will not be accepted for forty days.”
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Q185: What is the ruling on Astrology (Tanjim)?
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A185: Allah the Most High said: “It is He Who made the stars for you that you
may guide yourselves with them through the darkness of the land and the sea.”
[Al-An‘am 6:97] And He said: “And indeed, We have adorned the nearest heaven
with lamps, and We have made them missiles to drive away the devils.” [Al-
Mulk 67:5] And He said: “And the stars are subjected by His Command.” [Al-
Araf 7:54]
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The Prophet £¢ said: “Whoever acquires a branch of the knowledge of the stars
has acquired a branch of magic; the more he increases in that, the more he
increases in magic.” He £¢ also said: “The things I fear most for my Ummah are

belief in the stars, denial of Qadar (Divine Decree), and oppression of rulers.”
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Ibn ‘Abbas Lugs 4li ., said about people who use the letters of Abjad and study the stars:

“I see that whoever does this has no share (of reward) with Allah.”
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And Qatadah 4 4., said: “Allah created these stars for three purposes: to adorn the sky,
to strike the devils, and to guide by them. Whoever interprets them otherwise is

mistaken, has lost his share, and burdened himself with what he has no knowledge of.”
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Q186: What is the ruling on seeking rain through the stars (al-istisqa’ bil-anwa’)?
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A186: Allah the Exalted said: “And instead (of thanking Allah) for the provision He
gives you, you deny (Him by disbelief)!” [Al-Waqiah 56:82]
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The Prophet € said: “Four things in my Ummah are from the affairs of
Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic ignorance) which they will not abandon: boasting about
one’s lineage, reviling others’ ancestry, seeking rain through the stars (istisqd’

bil-anwa’), and wailing over the dead.”
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He € also said: “Allah said: This morning some of My servants have become
believers in Me and others disbelievers. As for the one who said, “We have been
given rain by the Grace and Mercy of Allah,’ he is a believer in Me and a
disbeliever in the stars; but the one who said, “We have been given rain due to

such-and-such star,’ he is a disbeliever in Me and a believer in the stars.”
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Q187: What is the ruling on Tiyarah (superstitious omens), and what removes its eftect?
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A187: Allah the Exalted said: “Indeed, their omens are with Allah (i.e., whatever
befalls them is by His decree).” [Al-ATraf 7:131]
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The Prophet € said: “There is no contagion (without Allah’s permission), nor
evil omen (tiyarah), nor hamah, nor safar.” And he €& said: “At-tiyarah is shirk,
at-tiyarah is shirk.” ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'Qd «s <l _», said: “There is none among us
except that something (of it) may occur in his heart, but Allah removes it through

reliance (on Him).”
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The Prophet £ also said: “At-Tiyarah is that which makes you proceed or hold
back.” And collected by Ahmad in another narration from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr & .,
Les: “Whoever is turned away from his need by an evil omen has committed
shirk.” They asked: “What is the expiation for that?” He €& said: “To say: ‘O Allah,
none brings good except You, and none averts evil except You, and there is no
god but You.””
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He £ also said: “The best form of tiyarah (omen) is good expectation (Fa’l), and
it does not prevent a Muslim (from acting). If any of you sees something he
dislikes, let him say: ‘O Allah, none brings good except You, none repels evil

except You, and there is no power nor might except with You.””
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Q188: What is the ruling concerning the evil eye (al-'Ayn)?
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A188: The Prophet €& said: “The evil eye is real.” He £ saw a young girl whose face
had changed color and said: “Seek ruqyah (recitation) for her, for she has been
afflicted by the evil eye.” ‘A’ishah (s U <2, said: “The Prophet £¢ ordered me—or he
himself ordered—that ruqyah be performed for protection from the evil eye.” He £ also
said: “There is no ruqyah except for the evil eye or for a sting (poisonous bite).”
All these authentic narrations — and many others — establish that the evil eye is real, but
it has no effect except by the permission of Allah. Many of the early scholars explained
the verse: “And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make you slip with
their eyes when they hear the Reminder.” [Al-Qalam 68:51] — as a reference to the

evil eye.

Seskeskskesk

Q189: Into how many categories are sins divided?
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A189: Sins are divided into two categories:
1. Minor sins (Saghd’ir), which are referred to as-sayyi’at (evil deeds), and
2.Major sins (kaba’ir), which are the mubiqgat (destructive, grave sins).
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Q190: By what means are sins expiated (forgiven)?
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A190: Allah the Exalted said: “If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden
to do, We shall expiate from you your (minor) sins, and admit you to a noble
entrance (i.e., Paradise).” [An-Nisd 4:31] And He said: “Verily, the good deeds
remove the evil deeds.” [HUd 11:114] Thus Allah informed us that sins are expiated
by avoiding the major sins and by performing good deeds.
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Likewise it has come in the narration: “Follow up a bad deed with a good one — it
will erase it.” Furthermore, authentic hadiths mention that acts such as perfecting
ablution despite hardship, walking to the masjid, the five daily prayers, one Friday prayer
to the next, Ramadan to the next Ramadan, standing in prayer on Laylat al-Qadr, and

fasting on the Day of ‘Ashird’ — all of these are expiations for sins and mistakes.
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However, most of these hadiths include the condition “so long as the major sins are

avoided.” Therefore, unrestricted texts should be understood in light of this — meaning

that avoiding major sins is a condition for good deeds to expiate minor sins.
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Q191: What are the Major Sins (al-Kabg'ir)?
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A191: The scholars from among the Companions, the TabiTn, and others have

mentioned different definitions for major sins:
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It has been said: Every sin for which a prescribed legal punishment (hadd) is set is a major
sin. And it has been said: Every sin that incurs Allah’s curse, anger, punishment, or threat
of Hellfire is a major sin. And it has also been said: Every sin whose perpetration
indicates carelessness toward religion, lack of fear of Allah, and indifference to His

commands is a major sin. Other definitions have also been mentioned.
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Many authentic hadiths explicitly name various sins as kab&'ir (major sins), though they
differ in degree. Among them are: The greatest of all — major disbelief (kufr) and
polytheism (shirk) with Allah, and sorcery (sihr). Grave sins less than that, such as
murder, fleeing from battle, consuming usury (riba), devouring the wealth of orphans,
and bearing false witness. Also: slandering chaste believing women, drinking intoxicants,

disobeying one’s parents, and others.
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Ibn ‘Abbas Lugs & .5, said: “They (the Major Sins) are closer to seventy than to seven.”
Indeed, whoever examines the sins explicitly labeled as Kabd'ir in the Qur’an and
Sunnah will find them more than seventy, and whoever further studies every sin that

carries a severe warning — such as a curse, anger, punishment, war from Allah, or threat

of Hell — will find them to be very numerous indeed.

Seskeskskesk

216



Sy laal) o 45 13k 2

Q192: By what are all sins — both minor and major — expiated?
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A192: All sins are expiated by sincere repentance (at-tawbah an-nasQh). Allah the
Exalted said: “O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance; it may
be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins and admit you into Gardens
under which rivers flow.” [At-Tahrim 66:8] — And when Allah says ““Asa (it may

be)” it is a promise that is certain.
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And He said: “Except those who repent, believe, and do righteous deeds; for
those, Allah will replace their evil deeds with good ones.” [Al-Furqan 25:70]
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And He said: “And those who, when they commit an immoral act or wrong
themselves, remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins — and none
forgives sins except Allah — and do not persist in what they did while they
know. (135) Those, their reward is forgiveness from their Lord and Gardens
beneath which rivers flow.” [Al Tmran 3:135-136]
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The Prophet £ said: “Repentance wipes out whatever came before it.” And he £
said: “Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than a man who
camps in a barren desert, with his riding animal carrying his food and drink,
then it escapes. He despairs of it, lies down in the shade, and then suddenly
finds it standing before him.”
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Q193: What is Sincere Repentance (at-Tawbah an-Nas@h)?
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A193: It 1s the true and genuine repentance that consists of three essential components:
Ceasing the sin immediately, feeling remorse for having committed it, and resolving

never to return to it again.
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And if the sin involves a wrong committed against a Muslim, then one must seek his
tforgiveness and make amends if possible, for otherwise he will be held accountable for it
on the Day of Judgment. If he does not seek reconciliation in this world, retribution will
surely be taken from him in the Hereafter, as it is a type of injustice which Allah does not

overlook.
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The Prophet €¢ said: “Whoever has wronged his brother in anything, let him seek
his pardon today before there will be neither dinar nor dirham; for if he has
good deeds, they will be taken from him according to the wrong he did, and if
he has no good deeds, the sins of his brother will be taken and loaded upon

2

him.
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Q194: When does Repentance (Tawbah) cease to be accepted for each individual?
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A194: Allah the Exalted said: “Allah accepts only the repentance of those who do
evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards; it is they to whom Allah will
forgive, and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.” [An-Nisd' 4:17] The Companions of
the Messenger of Allah £ unanimously agreed that every act of disobedience to Allah is
done out of ignorance, whether it was intentional or unintentional — and that
everything done before death is still considered “soon” (min qarb), meaning the door of

repentance remains open until the approach of death.
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The Prophet € said: “Indeed, Allah accepts the repentance of the servant so long
as his soul has not reached the throat.” This has been confirmed in many authentic
hadiths. But when a person witnesses the angel of death, when the soul rattles in the
chest and reaches the throat (halqlim), and he begins to gasp as it ascends — then no
repentance is accepted, no release, and no escape. Allah the Exalted said: “But it was
not a time for escape.” [Sad 38:3] And He said: “But repentance is not for those
who continue to do evil deeds until death comes to one of them and he says:
‘Now I repent.”” [An-Nisd’ 4:18]
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Q195: When will Repentance (Tawbah) cease to be accepted in the lifetime of this

world?
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A195: Allah the Exalted said: “On the Day when some of the signs of your Lord
shall come, no good will it do to a person to believe then if he believed not
before, nor earned good through his faith.” [Al-An‘am 6:158] And in Sahth al-
BukharT the Messenger of Allah £ said: “The Hour will not be established until the
sun rises from the west. When it rises and people see it, they will all believe; but
that will be the time when ‘no soul will benefit from its faith if it had not
believed before.”” Then he €% recited the verse.

J}M) [GSY POV JLW& 8 d\j—bﬁ JG} dﬁﬂ.&} C)\.@J:Y\ L;j % Lf“h uﬁ aabuﬁ.“ ol 2\.9\.».3— U,C Sjaﬁfg:,\gj\:j Lalizse 93 &03)9 J\:bj
iy csdadl olg) Maie el adlay g By Y gl Lle Ogren s Rl L8 L i A1 O) s ge )
b ok el il (L

Many hadiths have been reported with this meaning from a number of Companions
from the Prophet €%, found in the major collections and others. Safwan ibn ‘Assal Wi .,
«e said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah £ say: ‘Indeed Allah has opened a gate
toward the west, its width being seventy years of travel for repentance; it will

not be closed until the sun rises from there.””
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Q196: What is the ruling concerning one who dies upon Tawhid (Islamic monotheism)

while persisting in a major sin?
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A196: Allah the Exalted said: “And We shall set up the balances of justice on the
Day of Resurrection, so that no soul will be dealt with unjustly in anything;
even if it be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And sufficient
are We as Reckoners.” [Al-Anbiyd 21:47] And He said: “The weighing on that
Day will be the truth. So those whose scales are heavy, it is they who will be the
successful. (8) And those whose scales are light, it is they who will lose their own
selves for they wronged Our signs.” [Al-ATaf 7:8-9] And He said: “On the Day
when every soul will find itself confronted with all the good it has done and all
the evil it has done.” [Al Imran 3:30]
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And He said: “(Remember) the Day when every soul will come disputing for
itself, and every soul will be fully recompensed for what it did, and they will not
be wronged.” [An-Nahl 16:111] And He said: “And fear a Day when you shall be
brought back to Allah. Then every soul will be paid in full what it earned, and
they will not be wronged.” [Al-Baqarah 2:281] And He said: “That Day mankind
will proceed in scattered groups to be shown their deeds. So whoever does an

atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever does an atom’s weight of evil
will see it.” [Az-Zalzalah 99:6-§]
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The Prophet £¢ said: “Whoever is called to account thoroughly will be punished.”
‘Nishah (e o =2, asked: “But does not Allah say: ‘He will be given an easy
reckoning’ [Al-Inshiqgaq 84:8]?”
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He €& replied: “That refers to the simple presentation (of deeds), but whoever is

examined in detail will be punished.”
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We have already presented the texts regarding resurrection, the scenes of standing before
Allah, the scales, the books of deeds, the reckoning, the bridge (Sirat), and intercession
(shafaah) — all show the difterent levels of people in the Hereafter, corresponding to
their obedience or disobedience in this world: the foremost in good deeds, the

moderate, and the one who wronged himself.
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If you have understood this, then know that what has been established by the Qur’anic
verses and the Prophetic Sunnah, and what the righteous Salaf and the earliest
generations—from the Companions and those who followed them with excellence,
among the imams of tafsir, hadith, and Sunnah—were upon, is that the sinners among

the people of tawhid are of three categories:
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The First Group: Those whose good deeds outweigh their evil deeds — these will enter

Paradise directly and the Fire will never touch them.
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The Second Group: Those whose good and bad deeds are equal — their sins fell short of
deserving Hell, but their good deeds were not enough for immediate entry into Paradise.
These are the people of al-Araf (the Heights), whom Allah mentioned in the Qur’an.
They will stand between Paradise and Hell for as long as Allah wills, then they will be
permitted to enter Paradise. Allah the Exalted said: “And between them will be a
barrier, and on the Heights will be men who recognize all by their marks; and
they will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, ‘Peace be upon you.’ They have
not (yet) entered it, but they hope to (enter).” [Al-Araf 7:46] Until His statement
regarding them: “Enter Paradise; no fear shall be upon you, nor shall you grieve.”
[Al-A'raf 7:49]
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The Third Group: They are those who meet Allah while persisting in major sins and
immoral deeds, yet still possessing the foundation of Tawhid and faith. Their evil deeds
outweigh their good ones. These are the ones who will enter the Fire according to the
measure of their sins. Some will be taken by the Fire up to their ankles, some up to their
shins, and others up to their knees — until among them are those upon whom the Fire
will consume everything except the trace of prostration, which Allah has forbidden the

Fire to burn.
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This group is the one for whom Allah will permit intercession — first to our Prophet
Muhammad €&, then to other prophets, the righteous, the angels, and whomever Allah

wills to honor with that privilege.
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Each intercessor will be assigned a limit: They will remove from the Fire those who have
in their hearts faith equal to the weight of a dinar, then those who have faith equal to half
a dinar, then those with faith equal to a grain of barley, until finally, those with faith
equal to an atom’s weight or even less. Then the intercessors will say: “Our Lord, there

is no good left therein.”
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No one who dies upon TawhTd will remain in the Fire forever, no matter what deeds he
committed. However, the degree of their punishment varies: those with stronger faith
and fewer sins will receive lighter punishment, a shorter stay, and quicker release.
Whoever had weaker faith and greater sins will sufter longer and more intensely. The

hadiths concerning this are too numerous to count.
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The Prophet €% indicated this meaning when he said: “Whoever says: ‘La ilaha illa
Allah’ — it will benefit him one day, no matter what befalls him before that.”
This is a matter in which many minds have erred and feet have slipped, and people have
differed greatly concerning it. Allah said: “So Allah guided those who believed to
the truth concerning that over which they differed, by His permission; and
Allah guides whom He wills to a straight path.” [Al-Baqarah 2:213]
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Q197: Are the prescribed punishments (hudld) expiations for those upon whom they

are carried out?
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A197: The Prophet €2, while surrounded by a group of his Companions, said: “Give
me your pledge that you will not associate anything with Allah, that you will
not steal, that you will not commit adultery, that you will not kill your children,
that you will not bring a false charge that you invent between your hands and
feet, and that you will not disobey in what is right. Whoever among you fulfills
his pledge, his reward is with Allah; but whoever commits any of these sins and
is punished for it in this world, that punishment will be an expiation for him.
And whoever commits any of these sins and Allah conceals him, then his case is
with Allah — if He wills, He will forgive him, and if He wills, He will punish
him.” ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit «s & ., said: “So we pledged allegiance to him upon
that.”
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Q198: How can we reconcile the Prophet’s €% statement in this Hadith — “He is under
the Will of Allah: if He wills, He forgives him, and if He wills, He punishes him” —
with the previous statement that those whose bad deeds outweigh their good deeds will

enter the Fire?
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A198: There is no contradiction between the two. For those whom Allah wills to
pardon, He will call them to account with the easy reckoning (al-Hisab al-Yasir), which
the Prophet € explained as the presentation (al-‘Ard), not a detailed examination. The
Prophet €& described it, saying: “Allah will bring the believer close, place His veil
upon him, and say: ‘Do you remember such-and-such sin?’ The servant will
say: ‘Yes, O Lord.” Allah will say: ‘I concealed it for you in the world, and today
I forgive it for you.’” As for those who will enter the Fire because of their sins, they
are the ones who will be subjected to the detailed and disputative reckoning
(Munaqashat al-Hisab), about which the Prophet £ said: “Whoever is called to
account thoroughly will be punished.”
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Q199: What is the Straight Path (as-Sirat al-Mustaqim) which Allah has commanded us
to follow and forbidden us from following other paths?
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A199: It 1is the religion of Islam — the religion with which Allah sent His Messengers
and revealed His Books. Allah accepts no religion from anyone other than it, and none
will be saved except those who follow it. Whoever follows a path other than it will find
the ways branching out and leading him astray. Allah the Exalted said: “And verily, this
is My Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow other paths, lest they divert
you from His way.” [Al-An‘am 6:153]
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The Prophet €& drew a line and said: “This is the path of Allah, straight.” Then he
drew lines to its right and left and said: “These are other paths; there is not one
among them except that a devil is upon it, calling to it.” Then he recited: “And
verily, this is My Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow other paths...”
[Al-An‘am 6:153]
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He €& also said: “Allah has set forth a parable of a straight path. On both sides of
the path are walls with open doors covered by curtains. At the gate of the path
is a caller saying: ‘O people! Enter the straight path all together and do not
deviate.” There is another caller above the path. Whenever a person wants to
open one of those doors, the caller above says: “Woe to you! Do not open it, for
if you open it, you will enter through it.>” Then he £ explained: “The straight
path is Islam; the walls are the limits set by Allah; the open doors are the
prohibitions of Allah; the caller at the gate of the path is the Book of Allah; and
the caller above the path is the admonition from Allah in the heart of every

Muslim.”
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Q200: How can one follow the Straight Path and be safe from deviating from 1t?
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A200: This can only be achieved by holding fast to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of
His Messenger £, walking according to their guidance, and stopping at their boundaries.
By doing so, a person achieves: Pure Tawhid — worshipping Allah alone with sincerity.
Pure adherence — following the Messenger £ in every matter. Allah the Exalted said:
“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger — they will be with those whom
Allah has bestowed favor upon: of the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and

the righteous. And excellent are those as companions!” [An-Nis§’ 4:69]
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These blessed ones mentioned here in detail are the same as those referred to in SUrah al-
Fatihah when Allah says: “Guide us to the Straight Path (6) the path of those upon
whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who have incurred (Your) anger
nor of those who have gone astray.” [Al-Fatihah 1:6-7]
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There is no greater blessing upon a servant than being guided to this Straight Path and
being protected from the misleading paths. The Prophet £ said: “I have left you upon
clear guidance — its night is like its day; none deviates from it after me except

one who is destroyed.”
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Q201: What is the opposite of the Sunnah?
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A201: Its opposite is innovation (bid‘ah), which refers to introducing into the religion
that which Allah has not legislated. These are the innovations the Prophet € referred to
when he said: “Whoever introduces into this matter of ours that which is not
from it — it will be rejected.” And he € said: ““You must adhere to my Sunnah
and the Sunnah of the Rightly Guided Caliphs after me. Hold fast to it and bite
onto it with your molar teeth. Beware of newly-invented matters, for every
innovation is misguidance.” He &€ also foretold their appearance, saying: “My
Ummah will split into seventy-three sects, all of them in the Fire except one.”
He identified them with his statement €%: “Those who are upon what me and my

Companions are upon today.”
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Allah, the Most High, declared the Prophet €% free from those who split the religion and
introduced innovations, saying: “Verily, those who have divided their religion and

become sects — you have nothing to do with them; their affair is only with
Allah.” [Al-An‘am 6:159]
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Q202: Into how many categories is innovation (bid‘ah) divided, in terms of how it harms
the Religion?
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A202: It 1s divided into two categories:
e Innovation that expels from Islam (Bid'ah Mukaffirah).
e Innovation that does not expel from Islam (Bid'ah Ghayr Mukaffirah).
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Q203: What are the innovations that constitute disbelief (al-Bida“ al-Mukaftirah)?
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A203: They are many, and their general rule is: Whoever denies a matter that is known
in the religion by necessity, established by clear and unanimous evidence from the
SharTah, has committed a disbelief-constituting innovation. This entails denying the

Book of Allah and what His Messengers were sent with.
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Examples include: The Jahmiyyah, who deny Allah’s Attributes, or claim that the
Qur’an 1s created, or that any of Allah’s Attributes are created, or who deny that Allah
took Ibrahim as a Khalil (intimate friend), or that He spoke directly to MUsa. The
Qadariyyah, who deny Allah’s knowledge, actions, decree, and predestination. The
Mujassimah, who liken Allah to His creation and attribute to Him the qualities of

created beings, and other than that, among the desires.
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These and their likes are forms of disbelief and deviation. However, they differ in
degree: Some of them intentionally seek to destroy the foundations of the religion and
cast doubt in the hearts of its followers — such a person’s disbelief is certain, for he is an
enemy of the faith. Others are misguided, deceived, and confused by false interpretation
— such are not judged as disbelievers until the evidence is established upon them and

they are shown the truth clearly.
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Q204: What are the innovations that do not constitute disbelief (al-Bida" Ghayr al-
Mukaftirah)?
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A204: They are those that do not entail denial of the Qur’an, the Sunnah, or any matter
necessarily known from the religion. Examples include: The innovations of the
Marwanf rulers, which the virtuous Companions objected to but did not declare them

disbelievers nor withdraw their allegiance from them.
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Such as: Delaying some prayers from their proper times, delivering the sermon before
the Eid prayer, sitting during the Friday sermon, reviling some senior Companions from
the pulpits, and similar matters. These acts did not stem from a belief that they were
lawful parts of religion, but from worldly motives, personal desires, or misguided

interpretation.
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Q205: How many categories of innovation (bid'ah) are there according to the field in

which they occur?
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A205: They are divided into two main categories:
1. Innovations in acts of Worship (‘Ibadat).
2. Innovations in dealings and Worldly Matters (Mu'amalat).
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Q206: How many types of innovations exist within acts of worship?
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A206: They are divided into two types:

The First: Innovations in worship that have no basis in the SharTah at all: This includes
worshipping Allah through means He never legislated, such as the ignorant practices of
some Sufis who seek closeness to Allah through musical instruments, dancing, clapping,
singing, and various forms of entertainment. They imitate the disbelievers of old about
whom Allah said: “Their prayer at the House (the Ka'bah) was nothing but
whistling and clapping of hands.” [Al-Anfal 8:35]
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The Second Type:
[t is to worship Allah through something that is originally legislated, but performed in a
context where it was not legislated.
For example:
e Uncovering the head during ihram (pilgrimage) is a prescribed act of devotion, but
if a person were to do it in fasting, prayer, or other acts of worship intending it as an

act of devotion, it becomes a forbidden innovation.

9 cQng:xJ‘ rL:Apj %Al £s 6% ‘gﬁ"@’m QL@JT @ J/S;J\ Q\}LA_SL(@ tr:ﬁ Lo e &*59 E\.C«jfiwj\ lalall Sl J"" &U.&%
U

Likewise, this applies to any act of worship that is legitimate in its origin but done in the
wrong time or place, such as:

e Performing voluntary prayers at times when prayer is prohibited,

e Fasting on the day of doubt (the 30th of Sha'ban, uncertain if it’s Ramadan),

e Fasting on the two ‘Eid days,

e and other similar practices.
All of these are examples of placing a valid act of worship in an invalid context, making

them prohibited innovations despite their legitimate origin.
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Q207: How many possible cases are there for an Innovation (Bid‘ah) in relation to the act
of worship in which it occurs?
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A207: There are two cases:

The First: The innovation invalidates the entire act of worship. For example: One who
adds a third rak‘ah to the Fajr prayer, or a fourth to Maghrib, or a fifth to any of the four-
unit prayers, deliberately. Likewise, if he deliberately omits such a pillar or obligatory

part, the entire act becomes invalid.
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The Second: The innovation itself is invalid, but the original act remains valid. For
example: One who washes more than three times in wudd’ (ablution). The Prophet £
did not declare such wud@’ invalid but said: “Whoever exceeds this has done wrong,
transgressed the limits, and acted unjustly.” Thus, the added innovation is invalid, while

the base act (wud(’) remains valid.
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Q208: What are the Innovations in Transactions (Mu‘'amalat)?
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A208: They include stipulating conditions not found in the Book of Allah or the Sunnah
of His Messenger £¢. For example, as in the story of Barfrah, when her masters made it a
condition that her loyalty (wal@’) would remain with them after her emancipation, even

though the Prophet €% said otherwise.
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The Prophet £ stood, praised Allah, and said: “Why do some men stipulate
conditions that are not in the Book of Allah? Any condition that is not in the
Book of Allah is invalid, even if there are one hundred such conditions. The
decree of Allah is truer, and the condition of Allah is stronger. Why do men
among you say, ‘Free her, but the loyalty will be mine’? Indeed, loyalty belongs
only to the one who emancipates.” Likewise, every condition that makes something
unlawful lawful, or makes something lawful unlawtful, is a false and invalid condition,

and 1s among the innovations in worldly dealings.
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Q209: What is obligatory upon us regarding the Companions of the Messenger of Allah
£¢ and his Household (Ahl al-Bayt)?
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A209: What is obligatory upon us toward them is: To keep our hearts and tongues pure
toward them, to spread their virtues and refrain from mentioning their faults or what
occurred among them, to honor their status, as Allah honored them in the Torah, the
Gospel, and the Qur’an, and to recognize their excellence as established in many
authentic hadiths recorded in the major collections. Allah the Exalted said:
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are severe
against disbelievers and merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and
prostrating, seeking bounty from Allah and His pleasure. The mark of them is
on their faces from the trace of prostration. This is their description in the
Torah. And their description in the Gospel is like a seed which sends forth its
shoot, then strengthens it, so it becomes thick and stands firm upon its stem,
delighting the sowers — that He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah
has promised those among them who believe and do righteous deeds

forgiveness and a great reward.” [Al-Fath 48:29]
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Allah the Exalted said: “And those who believed, and emigrated, and strove hard
and fought in Allah’s cause, and those who gave them shelter and helped them

— it is they who are the true believers; for them is forgiveness and a generous
provision.” [Al-Anfal 8:74]
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And He said: “And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhgjirin and the
Ansar, and those who followed them exactly (in faith), Allah is well-pleased
with them, and they are well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them
Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever; that is the supreme
success.” [At-Tawbah 9:100]
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And He said: “Indeed, Allah has turned in mercy to the Prophet, the Muhajirin,
and the Ansar who followed him in the time of hardship.” [At-Tawbah 9:117]
And He said: “(And there is also a share) for the poor emigrants who were
expelled from their homes and their properties, seeking bounty from Allah and
(His) pleasure, and aiding Allah and His Messenger — it is they who are the
truthful. And those who, before them, had settled in the city and (embraced)
the faith, love those who emigrated to them and find no jealousy in their hearts
for what they (the emigrants) have been given, but give them preference over
themselves, even though they are in need.” [Al-Hashr 59:8-9] And there are many

other verses like these.
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We know and firmly believe that Allah the Exalted looked upon the people of Badr and
said: “Do as you wish, for I have forgiven you.” They were three hundred and some
odd men. And that none of those who gave the pledge under the tree (Bayat ar-
Ridwan) will enter the Fire, for Allah has declared His pleasure with them. They were
about 1,400 men, and it was said 1,500, Allah the Exalted said: “Indeed, Allah was
pleased with the believers when they gave the pledge to you under the tree; He
knew what was in their hearts.” [Al-Fath 48:18]
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We also bear witness that they were the best generation of this Ummah — and this

Ummah is the best of all nations. And that whoever spends in charity gold equal to
Mount Uhud from those who came after them will never reach the measure of a handful
or even halt a handful given by one of them. At the same time, we believe that they
were not infallible — they could err — yet they were mujtahidQn (striving in judgment):
Whoever among them was correct has two rewards, and whoever erred has one reward

for his eftort, and his error is forgiven.
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They possess so many virtues, good deeds, and early merits that any slip they made is
washed away by their righteousness — for can a small impurity pollute an entire ocean?
May Allah be pleased with them and make them pleased. The same applies to the wives
of the Prophet £¢ and his noble household (Ahl al-Bayt), of whom Allah removed all
impurity and purified them thoroughly.
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We disavow every person whose heart or tongue harbors evil or disrespect toward the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah € or his family — any of them without
exception. We testify before Allah that we love them, are loyal to them, and defend
them as much as we can, preserving the Prophet’s €% final counsel, wherein he said: “Do
not revile my Companions.” and he said: “Fear Allah, fear Allah concerning my
Companions.” and he said: “I leave among you two weighty things: the first is
the Book of Allah, so hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it.” Then he
said: “And my household — I remind you by Allah, I remind you by Allah, concerning
my household.”

AN
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Q210: Who are the best of the Companions (Sahabah) in general?
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A210: The best of them are, in order: The foremost early ones among the Muhajirin
(emigrants), then the foremost among the Ansar (helpers), then the participants of Badr,
then those of Uhud, then those who pledged allegiance under the tree at al-
Hudaybiyyah (Bay‘at ar-Ridwan), then those who came after them. Allah the Exalted
said: “Those among you who spent (in Allah’s cause) and fought before the
victory are greater in rank than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to
all Allah has promised the best reward.” [Al-Hadid 57:10]
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Q211: Who are the best of the Companions (Sahabah) in detail?
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A211: ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar Lgs &1 .2, said: “We used to, during the time of the Prophet
#£ not consider anyone equal to AbQ Bakr, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman, then we left the
rest of the Companions of the Prophet ££ without giving preference among them.” The
Prophet £¢ said to AbQ Bakr in the cave: “What do you think of two, when Allah is
their third?” And he & said: “If I were to take a close friend (khalil) from my
nation, I would have taken Abli Bakr as a close friend, but he is my brother and
companion.” And he €¢ said: “Allah sent me to you, and you said, ‘You lie,” but
Abu Bakr said, “You have spoken the truth,’ and he supported me with himself
and his wealth. Will you not then leave for me my companion?” (He repeated it

twice).
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The Prophet €5 said to ‘Umar: “Beware, O son of al-Khattab! By Him in Whose
Hand is my soul, whenever the devil meets you on a path, he takes a different
one from yours.” And he £ said: “Indeed, among the nations before you were
inspired people (muhaddathln); and if there is any among my nation, it is
‘Umar.” And he £ said regarding the speaking of the wolf and the cow: “I believe in
it, as do Ab{i Bakr and ‘Umar.” Though they were not present.
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As for ‘Uthman «e &l _»,; When he went to Makkah at the time of the pledge of al-
Ridwan, the Prophet % said: “This is Uthman’s hand,” and struck his right hand upon
his left, saying: “This is for Uthman.” He £ said: “Whoever digs the well of
ROmah will have Paradise,” so ‘Uthman dug it. And he #¢ said: “Whoever equips
the army of hardship (Tab{ik) will have Paradise,” so ‘Uthman equipped it. And he
£¢ said: “Should I not feel shy of one before whom the angels feel shy?”
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As for ‘All we W 5, the Prophet & said: “You are from me, and I am from you.”
And he € said about him: “He loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His
Messenger love him.” And he € said: “Whoever I am his Mawla, ‘All is his
Mawla.” And he € said: “Are you not pleased that you are to me as Harlin was
to Misa, except that there is no prophet after me?”
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He € said: “Ten are in Paradise: the Prophet in Paradise, Abl Bakr in Paradise,
‘Umar in Paradise, Uthman in Paradise, ‘All in Paradise, Talhah in Paradise,
az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam in Paradise, Sa‘d ibn Malik (ibn AbT Waqqas) in
Paradise, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf in Paradise,” and Sa'ld ibn Zayd said, “If I
wished, I would have named the tenth,” meaning himself. May Allah be pleased with all
of them. 239
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The Prophet € also said: “The most merciful of my Ummah toward my Ummah
is AbQl Bakr; the firmest in the religion of Allah is ‘Umar; the most modest is
‘Uthman; the most knowledgeable of halal and haram is Mu'adh ibn Jabal; the
most proficient in reciting the Book of Allah is Ubayy ibn Kab; the most
knowledgeable in the laws of inheritance is Zayd ibn Thabit; and every nation
has a trustworthy person, and the trustworthy one of this Ummah is Abu
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah.”
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He €& said concerning al-Hasan and al-Husayn: “They are the leaders of the youth of
Paradise,” and “They are my two fragrant flowers in this world.” He € said: “O
Allah, I love them, so love them.” And concerning al-Hasan: “This son of mine is
a leader, and Allah will bring peace through him between two great groups of
Muslims.” And so it occurred as the Prophet €& foretold.
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He #¢ also said about Fatimah i« o _>;: “She is the leader of the women of
Paradise.”
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And many other authentic narrations establish the virtues of numerous Companions,
both in general and individually — so many that they cannot be counted. However,
affirming a virtue for one Companion in a certain aspect does not mean that he is
superior to others in every aspect — except for the four Rightly Guided Caliphs (al-
Khulafa’ ar-Rashid(in). As for the first three (AbO Bakr, ‘Umar, and ‘Uthman), their
order of superiority is proven by clear text and consensus. As for ‘All «s i ., the
people of Sunnah unanimously agree that after them he was the best of all people on
earth.
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Q212: How long did the Caliphate last after the Messenger of Allah €£&?
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A212: AbQ Dawd and others narrated from SaTd ibn Jumhan, from Safinah (the freed
slave of the Messenger of Allah £¥), who said: The Messenger of Allah € said: “The
Caliphate following the prophetic way (Khilafah ‘ald Minhaj an-Nubuwwah) will last

for thirty years, then Allah will give the dominion to whomever He wills.”
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That thirty-year duration corresponds exactly to the rule of the four Rightly Guided
Caliphs (al-Khulafa" ar-R ashidln): AbQ Bakr — two years and three months, ‘Umar —
ten years and six months, ‘Uthman — twelve years, ‘All — four years and nine months,
and the remaining months are completed by the six-month caliphate of al-Hasan ibn
‘All, may Allah be pleased with them all.
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After that, the first king of Islam was Mu‘@wiyah «s i .2, who was the best and most
virtuous of the kings. Then came the kingship that was ‘addd, until ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-

‘Azlz appeared — and Ahl as-Sunnah consider him the fifth Rightly Guided Caliph
because of his justice and his adherence to the way of the four Caliphs.
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Q213: What is the evidence for the Caliphate of these four (AbQ Bakr, Umar, ‘Uthman,
and ‘All) collectively?
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A213: The evidences are numerous and beyond counting, among them: The limitation
of the Caliphate to thirty years, as mentioned by the Prophet €%, and indeed that period
was precisely the duration of their rule. And among them, what was previously
mentioned of their superiority over others, and the clear order of their excellence,
matching the order of their Caliphate. And among them, what Ab0 Dawld and others
narrated from Samurah ibn Jundub «c 4 2, that: A man said: “O Messenger of Allah, I
saw 1n a dream as if a bucket was lowered from the sky. AbQO Bakr came and took hold
of its handles and drank a little, then ‘Umar came and drank until he was satisfied, then
‘Uthman came and drank until he was satisfied, then ‘All came and took hold of it, and it
spilled and splashed upon him.” And among them, the strongest consensus (ijma’) of all
those whose consensus is authoritative — the Companions of the Prophet £ and those
who followed them — on the legitimacy of the Caliphate of these four. No one disputes

it except a deviant innovator (dall mubtadi).
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Q214: What is the evidence for the Caliphate of the first three (AbQ Bakr, ‘Umar, and
‘Uthman) collectively?
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A214: There are numerous evidences, including what has already been mentioned, and
among them are the following: The hadith of Abl Bakrah «s i ), that the Prophet &
said one day: “Who among you has seen a dream?” A man said, “I saw as if a scale
descended from the sky. You and AbQ Bakr were weighed, and you outweighed AbU
Bakr. Then ‘Umar and AbQ Bakr were weighed, and AbQ Bakr outweighed ‘Umar.
Then ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were weighed, and ‘Umar outweighed ‘Uthman. Then the
scale was lifted.” And the Prophet €% said: “I saw tonight in a dream that a righteous
man saw Ab{l Bakr attached to the Messenger of Allah £ ‘Umar attached to
Ab Bakr, and ‘Uthman attached to ‘Umar.” In the Sunan collections as well.
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Q215: What is the evidence for the Caliphate of AbQ Bakr and ‘Umar L all &2 In

general?
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A215: There are many evidences for that, among them is what is authentically reported
in the Sahth, that the Prophet € said: “While I was asleep, I saw myself drawing
water from a well with a bucket. I drew as much as Allah willed for me to draw.
Then Ibn AbT Quhafah (AbQ Bakr) took it, and he drew one or two buckets,
and there was some weakness in his drawing — may Allah forgive him his
weakness. Then the bucket turned into a large one, and Ibn al-Khattab (Umar)
took it, and I have never seen such a strong man among people drawing as

‘Umar, until the people drank to their fill and the watering place overflowed.”
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Q216: What is the evidence for the Caliphate of Ab( Bakr and his precedence in it?
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A216: The evidences are countless — some have already been mentioned — and among
them are: In Sahth al-BukharT and Muslim: A woman came to the Prophet £ asking
him about something, and he told her to return later. She said: “O Messenger of Allah,
what if I come back and do not find you?”— as if she were referring to his death. He €&
said: “If you do not find me, then go to Abli Bakr.”
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In SahTh Muslim from ‘A’ishah s & ,»,: The Messenger of Allah £ said to me: “Call
for me your father and your brother, so that I may write a letter, for I fear that
someone will desire (the leadership) or claim, ‘I am more deserving.” But Allah
and the believers will not accept anyone except Abll Bakr.” Likewise, during his
final illness, the Prophet € appointed AbU Bakr to lead the people in prayer, saying:
“Order AbQ Bakr to lead the people in prayer.” All of the Companions — both the
Muhgjirin and the AnSar — unanimously agreed upon his pledge of allegiance (Bay'ah)

after the Prophet’s death, and likewise those who came after them.
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Q217: What is the evidence for the appointment of ‘Umar as Caliph after AbQ Bakr?
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A217: The evidences are many — among them those already mentioned — and: The
Prophet €% said: “I do not know how long I will remain among you, so follow
those who come after me,” and he pointed to AbQd Bakr and ‘Umar Lige all 2. And
in the hadith of the great tribulation that would rage like the waves of the sea,
Hudhayfah «c & ., said to ‘Umar: “Indeed, there is between you and it (the tribulation)
a closed door.” ‘Umar said: “Will it be opened or broken?” He said: “Rather, it will be
broken.” ‘Umar said: “Then it will never be closed again.” The door was ‘Umar, and his
being broken was his martyrdom. After his death, the swords were raised among the
Ummah and turmoil began, as the Prophet # had foretold. And the Ummah
unanimously agreed upon his appointment after Abl Bakr Lge i ), as AbO Bakr
himself had nominated him before his death, and none among the Companions opposed

it.
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Q218: What is the evidence for the precedence and legitimacy of ‘Uthman’s Caliphate
after AbU Bakr and ‘Umar g ol 5,2
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A218: The evidences are numerous — among them those already mentioned — and
others include: The hadith of Ka'b ibn ‘Ujrah we i .,: He said: The Messenger of Allah
#€¢ mentioned a forthcoming tribulation and brought it near while speaking. Then a man
passed by with his head covered, and the Messenger of Allah €% said: “This man will be
upon guidance that day.” Ka'b said: I sprang up, took hold of ‘Uthman’s arms, faced
the Prophet €, and asked: “This one, O Messenger of Allah?” He & said: “Yes, this
one.” Narrated by Ibn Mjah; also at-TirmidhT, who said: hasan sahth.
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The hadith of ‘Alishah e =2 She said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: “O
‘Uthman! If Allah places this matter (leadership) upon you one day, and the
hypocrites seek to make you remove the shirt which Allah has clothed you
with, do not remove it.” He repeated this three times. Narrated by Ibn Majah with a
sound chain; at-TirmidhT — hasan; Ibn Hibban — authentic. All members of the Shira
(consultative council) — appointed by ‘Umar ws &, before his death — unanimously
agreed on choosing ‘Uthman. The first to pledge allegiance to him after ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn ‘Awf was ‘All ibn Abl Talib we 4 -, followed by the rest of the

Companions and the entire Ummabh.
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Q219: What is the evidence for the Caliphate of ‘All and his being the most entitled to
the truth after them (the three Caliphs)?
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A219: The evidences for that are many, including those already mentioned, and among
them is the saying of the Prophet ££: “Woe to ‘Ammar! He will be killed by the
transgressing group; he calls them to Paradise, and they call him to the Fire.”
‘Ammar was with ‘All we 4y ., and he was killed by the people of Shdm while he was
calling them to the Sunnah, to unity, and to obedience to the rightful Imam — “AlT ibn
AbT Talib «s i ). This hadith is in the authentic collections. And in it, the Prophet &
also said: “A sect will rebel at a time of division among the people; the group
that is closer to the truth will kill them.” The Khawarij were that rebellious sect,
and ‘All «e & _», killed them at the battle of Nahrawan, and he was the one closest to
the truth by the consensus of all Ahl as-Sunnah, may Allah have mercy on them.
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Q220: What 1s obligatory toward the rulers (those in authority)?
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A220: What is obligatory toward them is to advise them sincerely, to support them upon
the truth, and to obey them in that which is right, to command them with the truth and
remind them gently, to pray behind them, fight (in jithad) alongside them, give them the
prescribed charity (zakah), to show patience with them even if they commit injustice,
and not to revolt against them with the sword so long as they do not manifest clear, open
disbelief (kufr bawah), for which there is proof from Allah. It is also required not to

deceive them with false praise, and to supplicate for their righteousness and success.
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Q221: What is the evidence for that?
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A221: The evidences are many, including: Allah’s statement: “O you who believe!
Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those in authority among you.” [An-
Nisd" 4:59] The statement of the Prophet #: “Listen and obey, even if an
Abyssinian slave is appointed over you.” And he €% said: “Whoever sees from his
ruler something he dislikes, let him be patient, for whoever separates from the

community even a hand’s span and dies, dies a death of Jahiliyyah (ignorance).”
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‘Ubadah ibn ag-Samit «s i ., said: “The Prophet # called us, and we pledged
allegiance to him. Among the pledges he took from us was to listen and obey in times of
ease and hardship, in what we like and dislike, and even when others are given
preference over us — and not to dispute the authority of its people, unless you see clear
disbelief for which you have proof from Allah.” And he € said: “Even if a mutilated
black slave is appointed over you who leads you by the Book of Allah, then
listen to him and obey.” And he €& said: “It is obligatory upon a Muslim to listen
and obey, whether he likes it or dislikes it — unless he is commanded to
disobey Allah; if he is commanded to disobey Allah, then there is no listening
or obedience.” And he £¢ said: “Obedience is only in righteousness (what is good
and lawful).” And he £ said: “Even if he strikes your back and takes your wealth,

listen and obey.”
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And he € said: “Whoever withdraws his hand from obedience will meet Allah
on the Day of Resurrection with no proof (in his favor). And whoever dies
without having a pledge of allegiance upon his neck dies a death of Jahiliyyah.”
And he € said: “Whoever seeks to divide the unity of this Ummah while it is
united, strike him with the sword, whoever he may be.” And he €z said: “There
will be rulers among you; you will approve some of their actions and
disapprove of others. Whoever disapproves is free (of blame), and whoever
hates (their wrongdoing) is safe, but the one who is pleased with and follows
them (in their evil) — he is blameworthy.” They said: “Shall we not fight them?”
He € said: “No, not as long as they establish the prayer.” And other similar

narrations — all of these are authentic and found in the Sahth collections.
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Q223: Upon whom is enjoining good and forbidding evil obligatory, and what are its

levels?
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A223: Allah the Exalted said: “Let there arise from among you a group inviting to
all that is good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong; and they
are the successful ones.” [Al Imrdn 3:104] And the Prophet £ said: “Whoever
among you sees an evil, let him change it with his hand; if he is unable, then
with his tongue; and if he is unable, then with his heart — and that is the
weakest of faith.” Narrated by Muslim. There are many verses of the Qur’an and
authentic hadiths on this subject that are beyond counting. All of them indicate that
enjoining good and forbidding evil is obligatory upon everyone who sees it, and that this
duty is not lifted from him unless someone else fulfills it, each person according to his

ability and position.
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The more capable and knowledgeable a person is, the greater the obligation upon him
and the heavier his responsibility. And when punishment descends upon the people of
sin, none are saved except those who used to forbid the evil. The author adds: We have
devoted a separate treatise to this topic, which sufficiently and completely explains it for

those seeking the truth. And all praise and thanks are due to Allah alone.
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Q224: What is the ruling on the miracles (Kardmat) of the Awliyd’ (Pious Allies of
Allah)?
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A224: The Karaméat of the Awliyd are true and real. They are extraordinary
occurrences that appear at their hands without their own doing or intention, and not as a
challenge (as in the case of prophets’ miracles), but rather Allah causes them to occur
through them, even if they themselves are unaware of it. Examples include the stories of
the People of the Cave, the Companions of the Rock, and Jurayj the monk — all of
which were miracles related to their prophets. For this reason, such occurrences are even
more numerous and greater in this Ummah, because the miracles of its Prophet €& were

the greatest of all, and because of his high status before Allah, the Exalted.
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This is as occurred to AbU Bakr «e i >, during the days of the apostasy (ridda), and
‘Umar «s 4l ., calling out to Sariyah while he was on the minbar (in Madinah), and his
voice reaching him while he was in Sham, and his letter to the Nile of Egypt, after
which the river flowed, and how al-‘Al&’ ibn al-HadramT crossed the sea with his cavalry
during the campaign against the Romans, and how Ab0 Muslim al-KhawlanT was
thrown into the fire prepared by al-Aswad al-"AnsT, yet he prayed inside it unharmed,—
and other similar events that occurred to many of them during the time of the Prophet
# among the Companions, the TabiTn, and those who followed them with excellence,

continuing to occur until today and until the Day of Resurrection.
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All of these are, in reality, miracles of our Prophet €%, for they only attained them by
tollowing him. However, if any extraordinary act occurs to someone who does not
follow the Prophet €&, it is a deception and sorcery, not a karamah, and that person is
not among the awliyd’ of the Most Merciful, but rather among the allies of Shaytan —
and Allah’s retuge is sought.
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Q225: Who are the Awliya’ (Friends or Allies) of Allah?
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A225: They are all those who believe in Allah, fear Him, and follow His Messenger €.
Allah the Exalted said: “Indeed, the Awliy@’ of Allah — there will be no fear upon
them, nor will they grieve.” [YUnus 10:62] Then He clarified who they are, saying:
“Those who believed and were pious (fearful of Allah).” [YUnus 10:63]
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And He said: “Allah is the Protector (Wall) of those who believe; He brings them
out from darkness into light. But those who disbelieve, their protectors are the
taghit (false gods); they bring them out from light into darkness.” [Al-Bagarah
2:257] And He said: “Indeed, your Protector (Wall) is Allah, His Messenger, and
those who believe — those who establish prayer and give zakah while bowing
(in humility). And whoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who believe
as allies — then indeed, the party of Allah will be the victorious.” [Al-Ma’idah
5:55-56]
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The Prophet ££ said: “Indeed, the family of so—and-so are not my allies. My allies
are only the righteous (those who have taqwa).” Al-Hasan al-BaSrT i «.>, said: “A
people claimed that they loved Allah, so Allah tested them with this verse: ‘Say: If you
truly love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you.”” [Al Imran 3:31] Imam
ash-ShafiT 4l >, said: “If you see a man walking on water or flying in the air, do not

believe him nor be deceived by him until you know that he follows the Messenger £z.”
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Q226: Who is the group that the Prophet €% referred to in his saying: “There will never
cease to be a group from my Ummah manifest upon the truth; those who oppose them

will not harm them until the command of Allah comes” ?
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A226: This group is the saved sect (al-firqah an-najiyah) from among the seventy-three
sects, as the Prophet €% excluded them from the rest when he said: “All of them will be
in the Fire except one, and that is the Jama‘ah (the united group).” and in another
narration: “They are those who are upon what I and my Companions are upon

today.”
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We ask Allah the Exalted to make us among them, not to let our hearts deviate after He
has guided us, and to grant us mercy from Himself — indeed, He 1s al-Wahhab (the
Bestower). “Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of honor and power, above what

they attribute to Him; and peace be upon the Messengers; and all praise is due
to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds.” [As-Saftat 37:180-182]

Bl dmy VT I WO TL" Oled o o £s J)i ‘g;:»'jy‘ L odigd o 8 ta ) JJJ 4 Jw ] AL analr Jﬁ"
el Yl iz e cdy ) o J) Olesly oy enlly ooy T oy BBt i) S s 0 Y
Lol cagrgd Lol Lo all) Joor ST 2l o 2

[ts compiler — may Allah forgive him and his parents — says: [ completed drafting it on
Monday, the first day of the month of Sha'ban, in the year 1365 AH, from the Hijrah of
the Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad €%, and upon his family, his Companions, and
those who follow them in goodness until the Day of Judgment. And I completed its fair
copy on Sunday, the fourteenth of the same month. May Allah make our eftorts purely
for His sake. Amin!
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